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Our Christmas Exercise, by Professor Sherwin, will 
be republished in tract form by E. Shute, 36 Brom- | 
field Street, Boston, and sold at the rate of thirty | 
cents per dozen copies, or two dollars per hundred. 

Mr. E. P. Walling, who has for the past year done | 
good service as the New York agent of The Sunday 
School Times, has surrentlered that position, in order | 
to give more time to the interests of his growing pri- | 
vate business. As hitherto, however, the New York | 
City agency of this paper is at the Sunday-school | 


Teachers’ Exchange, 304 Fourth Avenue. | 

“It is already a hard case for me that my occupa- | 
tions prevent me being with her when she says her | 
prayers.” This is what Queen Victoria had to say 
when it seemed necessary for her to yield,in some 
measure, the immediate oversight of her young child, 
the Princess Royal. Does every mother who can 
have the privilege of being with her children at the 
hour of evening prayer, value the opportunity as did 
the Queen of England? 





Geologists are coming to the conclusion, according 
to the Popular Science Monthly, that the earth isn't 
as old as they thought it was. ‘“‘ Anno Mundi 300,- 
000,000"" was the -date they used to write against 
recent events. 


But they have gone over the “ demon- 
stration ’ again, and inthe light of new discoveries they 
put the figure now at 20,000,000. After such a jump 
as that, it would be only a short step to 8,000. Mean- 
while it is evident that Christian people do not need, 
just at present, to waste much of their time in trying 
to reconcile Genesis to geology. It is needed more in 
efforts to reconcile men to Christ. 


‘One more lite-boat.” is what an English commer- 





'home as well as for the Sunday-school. 


| on the earlier lessons of the new year are already in 


| 


dred and fifty-six distinct life-boat establishments, by | may be sfirprised 
means of which hundreds of lives are saved every | pitch to which ‘luck’ 


year; but there are portions of the English coast still | 
unguarded, and there isa call for more life-boats. 
This earnest worker has determined to raise suffi- 
There 


are other spheres where life-boats are wanted. In 


cient money to add at least one to the list. 


every city where there are children yet unprovided 
with sound Christian instruction, and in every country 
neighborhood where there is no Sunday-school, there 
is a call to every zealous disciple to arouse himself to 


“c 


secure ‘“ one more life-boat.”’ 





And now in the department “For Children at 
Home ”’ 


we add what many of our subscribers have 
assured us was the only thing lacking to complete | 
The Sunday School Times as a religious paper for the 
Hitherto, 
with all that we have done in behalf of the children, 
we have given nothing for their reading, or for reading 
to them, week by week. 


Yet many families take no 
other religious weekly than The Times, and they ask 
that the wants of the children shall be more distinctly 
recognized in its contents. Our purpose is, therefore, 
to give each week, in 1877, at least one story which 
is suitable for a mother to read aloud to her children 
at home on a Sunday afternoon, or which children 
may read. for themselves. A specimen of the style of 
story in mind for this department is given, by Mrs. 
Rose Terry Cooke, under its appropriate heading on 
another page. We trust that this addition to our 
paper will be deemed by all an improvement. 


We have spoken with contident expectation of the 


popular expositions of the International Lessons, to | 


be given in our columns tor 1877, by the Rev. New- 
man Hall, of London. Mr. Hall's established repu- 
tation as a Bible expositor has justified us in antici- 
pating superior work in this line from his pen. Now, 
however, we are enabled to speak on this point with 
thé positiveness of certain knowledge ; for his notes 


our hands. 
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Having examined these, we have no hesi- 


tation in saying that the richness, the clearness, and | 


the pithiness of Mr. Hall's lesson expositions are be- 
yond our highest anticipations of them. 
force and directness. They are variously illustrated, 
and applied with rare ability and tact. Moreover, 
the warmth of spirituality pervading the entire expo- 
sition is inspiriting and delightful. We really believe 
that our readers will find these comments helpful and 
stimulating in the highest degree. Taken in conjunc- | 
tion with the critical and other notes which are also to | 
have a place in our pages, we confidently hope that in 
1877 The Sunday School Times will do a more im- | 
portant service to the cause of popular Bible study 
than it has yet been enabled to perform. 


tT | 
The teach- 
ings of the sacred text are by him brought out with | 


Complaint is often made ot the excessive freedom 


indulged by American newspapers in criticism of 
persons in authority; and this license is supposed by 
many to be a peculiar outgrowth of our republican 


institutions. But any one who reads the English 


| newspapers will see that this style of writing is not 
' confined to one side of the ocean 


Take, for illustra- 
tion, the Church Review, of London, a ritualistic 


ject of ritualism and its treatment. 
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| cial traveler has set himself to secure. The Royal | organ of eminent respectability, Look at its recent 
| National Life-Boat Institution has already two hun-| comments on the Archbishop of Canterbury: “He 


at himself, when he considers the 
has elevated him.’ ‘ What- 
ever form of unbelief has not been too impudent and 
audacious for the Times newspaper, has found a con- 
sistent patron in Dr. Tait.’ “Previous primacies 
have been no great shakes: Dr. Tait’s is the first, we 
may safely say, that has been positively disastrous to 
the interests of our common Christianity,” and so on, 
weeksatter week, in contemptuous sneers at the Arch- 
bishop, all because of differences with him on the sub- 
And the same 
spirit is evidenced and the same tone employed in 
the Church Review's comment on almost everything 
good with which it happens to differ. Of the Church 


| Missionary Society it says, in elegant phrase: “It is 


autocratic and hyper-Episcopal, and no bishop who is 
not content to be a flunkey can put up his horses with 
it in the long run.”” It is surely not in America 
alone that slang is substituted for argument in a 
religious newspaper; and that professed devotion to 


principle is emphasized by speaking evil of dignitaries. 


It may seem ungracious to complain of the com- 
pany in which you find yourself when you are being 
prayed for; but there is such a thing as fitness in the 
grouping of themes for public prayer. Here, for 
example, is the assignment of topics for the week of 
prayer, made by the British branch of the Evangeli- 
eal Alliance.” Prayer for the universal church is 
named tor one day. Prayer for families, and for sons 
and daughters at school and college, or abroad, is 
proposed for another day. For yet another day, 
prayer is requested in behalf of “ Christian missions 
to Jews and Gentiles; tor Sunday-schools; and tor 
the conversion of the world to Christ.” It does look 
as if this last classification assigned the Sunday- 
school to the sphere of missionary work; that it shut 
it out, in a measure, from direct association with the 
Christian family and the local church. As we 
have said, it is not pleasant for one to find fault with 
the place assigned to him in a circle of prayer,—yet 
there may be a positively objectionable intimation in 
If, for 
instance, the proposition should be made to devote 


the association of themes of common prayer. 


one day to public prayer for persons in prison or in 


Congress, to kings and queens and to male and 
female drunkards, it would seem as if there was, to 


say the least, an unfortunate juxtaposition of incon- 


gruous subjects of prayer, unless, indeed, there was 


an intention of reflecting on the character of law- 


makers and sovereigns. As the case stands, we trust 


| that those who join in prayer for a blessing on mis- 


sionary effort among the heathen and on Christian 
work in Sunday-schools will have clearly in mind that 
the Sunday-school is a department of home church 


| work, rather than a purely missionary agency. 


PREPARING FOR CHRISTMAS. 


‘‘Christmas is coming,” and those who would make 
the best use of it when it is here, must plan for it be- 
fore it arrives. 


Already the more wide-awake superintendents and 


| teachers on every side are asking what they can do to 


make the Christmas festival more attractive and profit- 


j <i 
| able to their schools and classes in 1876 than it has 


ever before proved. So many requests have come to 
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us for hints and helps in this line, that we devote a 
large share of our paper this week to the meeting 
of wants thus indicated. 

The Christinas Exercise, by Professor Sherwin, will 
be valued by many. ‘The old, old story" of Jesus 
and his salvation cannot be told too often. Whenever 
the birthday of the “holy child Jesus” is celebrated, 
it is well to have children bear a part in Scripture 
recitations and sacred songs, which shall bring before 
their young minds the truth of the coming of the Son 
of God to be the Saviour of the lost. This Exercise 
can properly be used on Christmas day or evening, or 
on the Sunday following Christmas. 

Dr. Eggleston tells, among other “plans which 
have been tried,” of a simple and inexpensive method 
of sending a pleasant Christmas greeting into every 
household represented in the Sunday-school. Mrs. 
Crafts shows how the little one# can be helped to 
realize the truth of “the words of the Lord Jesus,” 
when he said, “ It is more blessed to give than to re- 
ceive.’ Mrs. Sangster enters a protest against the 
misuse of Christmas, and shows how the Sunday- 
school festivals of that occasion may be both delight- 
ful and impressive. , 

Under the head of Worth Repeating we reprint 
from our columns of a year ago the varied and in- 
genious suggestions of Mrs. Raffensperger in the line 
of Christmas methods. 

Mr. Searles, of New Haven, whose experience and 


judgment give weight to every proposition from him 


in the line of Sunday-school exercises, informs us that 
he should be pleased with “ A Christmas Cantata,’ 
composed of choice selections of Scriptureand poetry, 
for recitations by single individuals, or in dialogue, 
giving the prophecies, and then the story of the 
Saviour'’s coming, interspersed with solos, duets, and 
chorugses ; the whole making an entertainment which 
has unmistakably a healthful influence. Such an exer- 
cise would answer well for a week-day evening, even 
where it would not be approved for the Sabbath. 

After all, it is better not to attempt too much, nor 
to aim at that which is too sensational. Children are 
commonly better pleased with that which is simple 
and sensible than with that which is more elaborate 
and startling The dressing up of a person in the 
guise of Santa Claus, to come into the school-room, 
either to frighten the younger children or to rouse 
young and old into a gale of excitement, is never the 
most satisfactory mode of celebrating Christmas,—the 
children themselves being judges. Children don't 
need anything of that sort in Sunday-school, or in 
connection with Sunday-school. The novelty of 
Christmas with the more staid exercises of its observ- 
ance is quite sufficient to keep up the children’s in- 
terest toa reasonably high pitch; for really Christ- 
mas doesn't come very often, in the period of average 
Sunday-school membership. 





The fact is, that much of the striving after the 
novel and the sensational in Sunday-school celebra- 
tions of Christmas is to gratify the superintendent and 
teachers, rather than the scholars. Those who lead 
in the festivities want something that .is fresh to 
themselves. They are tired of the same thing year 
They forget how little the scholars know 
of Christmas observances, which come but once a year 
at the oftenest. If they would bring themselves 
down to the children’s plane of experience and desire, 
they would find it far easier to make a “merry 
Christmas” for all. 

The “Christmas Tree” and the ‘Jacob's Ladder” 
are the two simpler and more satisfactory standards 
on which to hang Christmas presents for members of 
the Sunday-school; and there will never be a lack of 
interest on the part of the young when either the 
Tree or the Ladder is to be looked at or to be un- 
loaded, if it is supposed to bear some fruit or gift for 
every watcher. 


after year. 


It is difficult for those who enjoy giving to the 
children to fully realize that it is better to have the 
children in any Sunday-school give rather than re- 


Yet this truth gains larger acceptance with intelligent 








|seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, 
| but the Lord looketh on the heart.” 

ceive ; or at all events to give as well as to receive. | 
| know by heart? 


Sunday-school workers in every passing year. There 
are schools where the children always look forward 
joyously to Christmas as the ttme when they are to 
give gifts to the needy, and to be happy in making 
others happy. Any Sunday-school where the schol- 
ars are not invited to give as well as to receive, on 
the coming Christmas festival, will fail of one means 
of true enjoyment to the children, and will not have 
prepared for Christmas wisely. 








KNOWING IT BY HEART. 


“They say that he don't know anything,” said a 
mother , speaking about her son, who was by others 
called underwitted. ‘They say that he don’t know 
anything ; but he does know everything I say to him; 
and I know everything that he says to me.’ And/| 
that mother spoke truly—and so did the people. 
The boy didn't know much with his head; but he 
knew a great deal with his heart. 

We often say that we know a thing by heart, when | 
we really mean that we know it by Aead. We have 
fixed it in our minds, but it has no place in our af- | 
fections. Head knowledge is good in its way ; but it 
is no substitute for heart knowledge. Heart knowl- 
edge is the best knowledge concerning all the more pre- | 
cious truths which any of uscan learn. A child always 
knows his mother by heart before he knows her by | 
head. He learns by heart to love, her, before he | 

| 


learns by his head how truly she deserves his love. 

And even if head knowledge never comes to| 
him, his heart knowledge of his mother abides. 

That half-witted boy knew his mother by heart. He 

knew she loved him. He knew he loved her. He 

understood her words of love, as fully as she under- 

stood his words of longing and of gratitude. 

It is a blessed thing to know God and his truth by 
heart. Indeed, there is no other way of knowing God 
than by heart. ‘‘Canst thou by searching find out 
God? canst thou find out the Almighty unto perfec- 
tion?’’ Neither the telescope nor the microscope can 
disclose God. But because the world could never by 
wisdom find out God and his salvation, it has pleased 
God ‘to save them who believe in his Representative, 
as they see and feel a Saviour's love. And those who 
believe in Jesus are those who know Jesus by heart, 
—‘ With the heart man believeth unto righteousness.” 
And they shall know who follow on to know the 
Lord. 

Chaplain Byers told, in one of the Ohio conven- 
tions, of a Scotch boy whom he knew.many years ago, 
who had little knowledge in his head, but much in his 
heart. They called him underwitted; but he knew 
enough to believe in Jesus as his Saviour. There came 
one of the great meteoric showers by night, which 
startled many with the thought that the end of the 
world was here. That boy's mother was as thoroughly 
alarmed as any one. Seeing the strange sight from 
her window she ran to her boy's bedroom, where 
he was sleeping quietly, and called out, ‘‘ Wake up, 
Sandy, wake up! The Judgment Day has come.’ 
The boy roused himself, and sat up in bed; and as his 
mother cried out again, in her terror, “O Sandy, 
Sandy! the Judgment Day has come,” Sandy, rubbing 
his eyes to get them open, called out in joy: ‘“‘ Glory 
to God, mother! J’m ready." He knew the truth by 
heart, and his perfect love cast out all fear. 

That boy knew more, after all, than Huxley and 
Darwin and Spencer,—and every other man who with 
all his other knowing does not know that there isa cove- 
nant-making and a prayer-answering God. They may 
eall “Sandy” a fool. God calls them fools. He says: 
“The fool hath said in his Aeart, There is no God.” It 
is a sad thing to be a fool in the head. 
thing to be a fool in the heart. He is less of a man | 
who lacks ‘heart knowledge, than he who lacks head | 
knowledge. Heart knowledge settles a man’s char- | 
acter and a man’s destiny; “ for as he thinketh in his | 


heart so is he;"’ and ‘the Lord seeth not as man | 
| 





It is a sadder | 


Reader, how much of God and his truth do you 
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PLANS THAT HAVE BEEN TRIED, 
BY EDWARD EGGLESTON. 


I wish that I might provoke Sunday-school superintend- 
ents of experience to give the public the benefit of their 
acquired skill. A young superintendent is often over- 
whelmed with theories. They may be good, they may be 
worthless. If such men as Bell, Knapp, Wanamaker, 
Whittle, Tilney, Dr. White, and many others who rarely 
write or speak, would tell us just how they work, it would 


| afford many good suggestions. * Of course it would not do 


to imitate them slavishly. Every man has his own gait, 
and he must needs walk after his own fashion. I cannot 
count myself with such men; but as somebody must open 
the experience-meeting, here am I with some suggestions 
out of twenty years of experience as pastor and superin- 
tendent. 

—But I have not worked in the same way through all of 
these twenty years. The school I have charge of now 
requires a set of plans quite different from any previous 
one. Besides, I hope I have learned something by past 


| trials. A large school, such as ours, demands.a large 
| amount of machinery ; and a school growing rapidly needs 


to have a certain flexibility 
bend to his circumstances. 

As the Christmas holidays are coming on, let me com- 
mend a plan which we tried last year. The well-known 
publishing house of Prang & Co. sells for a few cents apiece 
some exquisite chromo cards of flowers. There is a blank 
space left which the publishers will fill up with what you 
please. We bought a thousand of these,—enough to cover 
the size of our school last Christmas,—and ordered them 
with the blank filled up with tasteful printing as follows: 
‘Merry Christmas, from the Sunday-school of Christian 
Endeavor, Brooklyn, 1875.’ These were given out at the 
Christmas festival along with the dainty little pink tarle- 
tan stockings of candy and nuts, and they gave the most 
abundant satisfaction. And, moreover, in hundreds of 
homes they are stuck up on the mantel-piece, or in the 
corner of the mirror or picture frame, where they serve as 
the best sort of an advertisement of the school. On the 
reverse side was printed a Christmas ballad of old Robert 
Southwell. I like to fancy some grown-up child ten or 
twenty years hence opening a Bible, or a drawer, and find- 
ing, suddenly, the beautiful card with its cheerful greeting. 
How will the sweet memories of auld lang syne, the voice 
of the loving teacher, the inspiration of sweet hymns, and 
the uplifting words of the gospel, come back as with a rush 
to one who may need just such an influence ! 

—We use another of these chromo cards of a different 
pattern and less expensive for a certificate of admission. 
The blank on this is filled with: ‘ This certifies that 
is a member of the Sunday-school of the Church of Chris- 
tian Endeavor, Lee Avenue and Hewes Street, Brooklyn.” 
The reverse contains a full directory to all church and 
Sunday-school services. 

—It is not enough to give a child a knowledge of the gen- 
eral principles of religion. You must teach him the appli- 
cation in detail of these principles to his own narrow range 
of duties. To do this you must know how he lives, and 
where he lives, and with whem he lives, what he does and 
what he leaves undone. Children are generally ready to 
talk about their own lives. This childish egotism should 
be encouraged in so far as to draw out all the information 
you need. You must explore Africa first, said Livingstone. 
You must know yogr child first. 

—We have succeeded in making a thorough Christian de- 
mocracy. We have church and mission-school in one.- Of 
twelve hundred or more who have been enrolled during the 
past year, not more than a third are out of families in our 
congregation. Half of the school, perhaps, is made up of 
the children of working people, the others ranging all the 
way to the highest social rank. We make no distinction in 
classes, except that children of similar intelligence are gen- 
erally put together. Young ladies of the highest rank sit 
in classes with poor girls dependent upon their own labors 
for a living. We do not fight snobbery. We ignore it, 
put our feet upon it, despise it. And yet we have a church 
with rented pews, and a refined congregation. The people 
easiest to get along with in this kind of work are people of 


The superintendent must 





| assured position Your “half-cut quality” and shoddy 


and fishy aristocracy are most apt to shrink from the poor. 

—If our school has any watchword above another, it is 
“ Personal Influence.” We try to impress upon every 
teacher the absolute futility of mere routine Bible-teaching, 
We use the International Lessons, and they are expounded 
weekly in the social meeting of the church. But we put no 
confidence in mere Scripture knowledge as a means of sal- 
vation. God’s great agent is the living teacher. The best 


| version of the Scriptures is the translation of them into 


human living. We hold that the living Christian is indeed 


| a mediator between Christ and the uninstructed soul. We 
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urge upon the teacher that he or she shall be godfather or 
godmother to every child, knowing the whole life and win- 
ning the whole heart of the pupil. We put personal influ- 
ence first, because there is no such thing as true religious 
teaching without it. We urge the teacher to invite the 
scholars to his house, to write to them, to visit them, to 
love them. A child climbs up to faith in God’s goodness 
through the goodness of his teacher. We do not care so 
much about the child's knowledge of Ahab or Solomon as 
we do about the teacher’s leading him to the very heart of 
Christ. We have no reviews, we reject the analogy with 
the common-school, and cleave to the analogy with the 
church. We use the sacred Scriptures not chiefly to learn 
history, but to mold the character. 

—lIn the Sunday-school of Christian Endeavor, we have 
abolished all conventional limitations of classes. We give 
to every man “according to his several ability,” or adap- 
tation, it may be, three, it may be twenty or thirty pupils. 
We give chickens to the hen according to the size of her 
wings. The teacher of large sympathies and great tact 
should have a large class 

—Every school should haveeofficers according to its 
peculiar wants and the peculiar gifts of its members. We 
have a superintendent-in-chief, who, in our case, is the pastor 
of the church. His authority in a school session is absolute, 
and extends to every department. The superintendent-in- 
charge is next, and takes the place of the chief in his absence. 
There is one gentleman and one lady superintendent in the 
intermediate department; one superintendent of records 
and business relations, who makes all purchases and audits 
all bills; and one superintendent of devotional meetings. 
These offices are made to suit the men we have and the 
work we have to do. A change in the personne of the 
school or in its plans would bring abont a change in the 
organization. Of course, including secretaries, librarians, 
and the treasurer, we have an amount of machinery that 
wouid be ndiculous in a smaller school 

—One must always respect the past, if one would be suc- 
cessful. Though the present growth of our school is so 
recent, it had a glorious past, under its old name of the Lee 
Avenue Mission, as the first great school of the country. 
This past limits us in many things. I should like to change 
the arrangement of classes in the seats, for instance, but 
there are old classes that have been in possession of their 
forms for many years. If we should make any arbitrary 
change, we would disturb what Chalmers calls ‘‘ the poses- 
sory feeling.” A neighboring school recently suffered a 
good deal of disturbance in consequence of the change of a 
Bible-class from one room to another. And yet there are 
cases in which a superintendent must break up a habit 
long fixed, and run contrary to an old tradition. But let 
him be patient and wise in such a case. 

—A Girls’ Society has just been organized in connection 
with the school. I cannot call ita tried plan, but I feel sure 
«that it will be successful in producing a nobler womanhood 
in many homes. It has weekly meetings, a monthly reunion, 
at which the lady managers are present, a manuscript 
paper, the reading and reciting of choice pieces, and I know 
not what beside, for I am not admitted to its meetings. 

—Some maxims. There is no result worth aiming at but 


a result in character. Inall that it has to do with character, | 


personal influence is the key to success; love is the key to 
influence; sympathy and kindness are the keys to love. 
Do not burn incense to a finger-board, but go as it directs. 
Do not laud the Bible, but practice its precepts, ‘‘and teach 
men so.” The good teacher is one who is willing to take 
unlimited pains, and the good superintendent is the man 
who goes before in the hard road. 





CHRISTMAS FESTIVALS. 
BY MARGARET E. SANGSTER. 


Before the last lingering tenderness of Indian Summer 
has reluctantly departed, the air begins to thrill with the 
first faint stirrings of the holiday jubilance. Already 
parents and teachers feel premonitions of Christmas,*and 
make their plans for the season. Some, who have lately 
borne unusual burdens of anxiety and care, are secretly 
wondering how they will meet the expenses of the time, 
and are thinking where they can best deny themselves, so 
that the children shall observe no difference between this 
year and last. Schools have begun to prepare, committees 


have been appointed, ways and means have been discussed, 


should include recitations from the Scriptures; a golden 
| chain of promise and prophecy repeated by the children, 





the questions of cakes and oranges, trees and garlands, ad- | 


dresses and solos, resolving themselves into a grand total 


of ‘How much can we afford to spend?” have assumed 
their customary importance. The times are hard 
ment is a dignified necessity 
dable of the virtues ; 


retrench- 
and frugality is the most lau- 
yet, nevertheless, sisters and brethren, 
we must have our Christmas festival, and it must be, we 


I, for one, am entirely in favor of keeping and holding it. | 
No day in all the year is dearer to my heart than the day 
on which we remember the birth of Him who came to save 
his people from their sins. Not with old leaven, neither 
with malice nor wickedness, but with the unleavened bread 
of sincerity and truth, would I commend the consecration | 
to sweet fellewship, and uplifted worship*of the day on 
which Christ was born in Bethlehem. It would be a grief 
to pass it by unnoticed. In many of our most prominent 
schools, Christmas during recent years has been signalized | 
by exhibitions of great magnificence, and has been the occa- 
sion of excessive pomp and splendor. Dramatic perform- 
ances, in which Santa Claus and the infant-school have 
been the chief actors, have taken place under the eyes, and 
with the aid and comfort of grave-browed deacons and 
divines. Bands of music, calcium lights, hired costumes, 
sleighs, Paris dolls, silver watches, and pyramids of bon- | 
bons, have made a sort Of sacred ol/a-podrida, blended with | 
carols, and flavored with some perfunctory prayer and | 
preaching. And the children have learned as much greed | 
and gluttony, as love and charity, from it all. 

It has seemed to me that this year there might be for 


some of us a more excellent way. Itisa pity that the most 


benignant festival of the Christian year should be associated | 
in the hearts of children with nothing better than a chance 


for accumulation. I have seen boys and girls, again and 
again, weighed down with their presents, scarcely able to 
carry them all home, and I have nof seen, in their faces, the 
beauty of gratitude. It is quite possible, as we are all 
aware, to spoil very amiable dispositions by igjudicious in- 


dulgence. And when children have absorbed the idea that 


all asking ‘ What can I make? 


to them belong by right the gold and frankincense and | 


myrrh of the season, they cease to feel thankful 
elders have drawn their thoughts away from the little child 
who was born if far Judea, and dwelt among the poor. 


Their | 


| what you may receive 


The Babe of Bethlehem is less an object of their reverence | 
and love than their own small persons, decked with extrava- | 


gant finery and inflated with self-esteem 

It is no light thing, friends, for us, from whatever motive, 
in whatever mistaken spirit of generosity, to have thus 
shadowed the souls of children. Superintendents and 
teachers, fathers and mothers, pastors and officers, in many 
churches, are verily guilty. They have pointed with one 
hand to the manger and the cross, and with the other’ have 
guided the little feet away from both. In so far as the 
Christmas festival degenerates from its high intention, and 


| laying out something for them to do for others? 


becomes merely a show, its meaning is lost, and its effect, | 


instead of elevating, is to materialize those who engage in 
it. A glorious opportunity is thrown away, as offen as 
Christmas comes, and is celebrated without regard to the 
grand self-sacrifice, which, more than all else, it sublimely 
sets before the world. 

“What sort of Christmas-keeping would you commend?’ 
asks one of the easy-going, kind-hearted men who have 
helped, through their love of seeing children happy, to 
make elaborate Christmas affairs possible and popular 
Well, dear sir, I would first keep the feast religiously. Re- 
ligion throws no damper on innocent mirth. Fun and| 
jollity, good cheer and bright talk, are all consistent with | 
love to Christ. It would detract nothing from the enjoy- 
ment of the period, if adoration were felt to be the proper 
attribute of the occasion. In some way the exercises 


and leading them by natural gradation to the hour when 
shepherds were watching their flocks by might, and sud- 
denly there broke on thcir astonished gaze a multitude 
of the heavenly host, singing with notes clearer and 
sweeter than mortals ever heard, “Glory to God in the 
highest, on earth peace, good-will to men.” There should 
be sung: anthems, carols, light, tripping, staccato notes, 


| Out of her poverty she gave Elijah to eat. 


| time and harvest. 





gliding allegros, and bold. andantes. Triumph should be 
poured from the grand harmonic chords of the organ, and 
silvery refrains should bubble from the lips of the little ones. 

Then, united with this thought of worship, should come 
in the cheerful reception of simple gifts. 


It is to be re- 

gretted that we so cumber our darlings with the offerings | 
of our affection that they grow prematurely old, in the 
way of computation and comparison. The child who has 
learned to reckon the value of a gift, and care for it, accord 

ing to the money which he supposes it may have fost, has 
been defrauded of the birthright of his youth, and has got 


in its place a wretched and worthless mess of pottage. The 
faculty of being easily pleased, and pleased with a little, is 
most winning and charming. The 
is really a talent, and it should 


power of appreciation 
never be choked and 
crushed in childhood, by an education into false standards, 
and a training into regard for the meretricious rather than 
the true. A child, who has not been surfeited with excite- 
ments, will take pride and pleasure in what love bestows, 


solemnly declare, as handsome and sumptuous as that of | for love’s sake; and to such a one, a little picture will be 


our neighbors. 


| as.welcome as to another a costly book. 


In every Christmas festival, I would like to see, intro- 
duced as an essential part of the programme, some oppor- 
tunity for giving, by the children, to others, poorer than 
they. The church can never be over-taught the duty of 
Christian beneficence. The children should early find out 
for themselves how sweet a thing it is to make others 
happy. Taking home their own Christmas boxes, I would 
have them allowed the privilege of giving what they could, 
a penny or a dime, as it might be, to send Christmas joy 
to some who were in need. There are always with us the 
poor, the desolate, and the unfriended, and we do our chil- 
dren a great wrong, in that we do not train them, from the 
first, to find pleasure in denying themselves, that they may 
assist some of these. Selfishness is a strong weed, and 
strikes its roots deep into the soil of the: human soul 
There is need that it should early be cut down, and its 
opposite fostered. 

Teachers and friends of the young may fear that a return 
to simplicity in this regard, may alienate the affections of 
some of them. The irresponsible little nomads, who rove 
about after the loaves and the fishes, need to be taught 
self-respect, and this, whether they are dressed in rags, 
or wear purple and fine linen every day. 


CHRISTMAS IN THE PRIMARY CLASS. 


BY MRS. W. F. CRAFTS. 


The glad Christmas time is almost upon us, and we are 
What can Ido?” The 
Sunday-school teacher asks with a loving heart, “ What can 
I do for the children of my class?” To such teachers I 
Are you yourselves 
made happiest by planning a Christmas surprise for same 
one, or by thinking about the probabilities in regard to 
? A noble and true heart can give 
Will you not then be giving to the chil- 
dren the greatest joy, if you form your Christmas plans by 
The usual 
mode of observing Christmas in the Sunday-school is open 
to criticism, in that it is made almost wholly a selfish pleas- 
ure. The children come to the festival thinking only 
about what they are going to get; particularly is this so 
when there is a Christmas-tree,—more or less disSatisfaction 
and ingratitude being a result. ‘‘ The liberal soul shall be 
made fat; and he that watereth shall be watered also him- 
self.” 

The Bible gives no better illustration of this principle 
than the instance of the widow who, in reply to Elijah’s 
request for food, answered, “I have not a cake, but an 
handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse: and 
behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I nay go in and 
dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and die.” 


wish to put one or two questions. 


but one answer 


And not only 
did she have enough for him, but her own scanty portion 
was so increased by the Lord that ‘she and he and her 
house did eat many days ’’—until the Lord sent again seed- 
To prove this a practical theory to be 
applied to Christmas in the Sunday-school, the following 
plans are suggested to teachers 

I. Let the class buy flour for the poor at Christmas. 
Begin at once to request a weekly gift towards this end 
from each child. It will be possible for the teacher to 
create in the children’s hearts a generous enthusiasm caus- 
ing an almost entire forgetfulness of selfish anticipations 


| Let the flour be delivered at the Sunday-school, so that the 


children may see the result of their efforts: have it placed 
in bags, so that it will seem more. If it is possible, the 
children should go with the teacher in sleighs or wagons to 
distribute it. 

II. Let a Christmas-tree, to be filled for poor children, be 
set up in the class-room: the little people, being asked to 
bring on Christmas day, to put on it, something they have 
made themselves, or some of their own presents. They 
should be taught that God will not be pleased by seeing 
them bring only such things as they do not want. The oc- 
casion of filling the tree might be made a very merry one. 
The gifts on the tree could be given by the teacher at 
another time to the poor children in the class, or to other 
poor children, who might thus feel induced to attend Sun- 
day -school. ; 

Ill. Have the children make a Christmas offering to 
some very poer person in the church 


(My own class will 
do this; their gift being made to an eld lady seventy-six 
years of age,—a perfect saint on earth, who is dependent 
upon church eharities. It is my purpose to have the room 
decorated with green, and to make that day the time when 
an organ and a new library shall be given to the class as a 
gift from the pastor and the church.) 

IV. An entertainment given by the little people for the 
benefit of some benevolent object. The entertainment 
might consist of tableaux, interspersed with songs and reci- 


| tations, For tableaux the many beautiful pictures of child- 
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hood which are everywhere seen can be imitated. ‘Songs 
for Little Folks” and Whittier’s “Child Life in Poetry” 
contain appropriate music and selections. Mother Goose 
rhymes set to music called “ National Nursery Rhymes,” | 
illustrated, afford a very pleasing combination for tableaux 
and music. 

It may be urged by some one that neither of these plans | 
will apply to a class when the children themselves are poor. 
“No persons give so liberally in proportion as the poor” is 
a saying worthy almost to be called an aphorism. The first 
plan I tried in a very poor class, in which many of the 
children had to be clothed by outside friends to make them 
presentable in Sunday-school. The class numbered three 
hundred, and the result was two barrels of flour, or, rather, 
eight bags. Christmas came on Sunday, and as the chil- 
dren saw what they had accomplished, they indeed fed the 
truth of the Saviour’s words, ‘It is more blessed to give 
than to receive.” The occasion seemed to be one of perfect 
joy. The flour was afterwards distributed among the | 
poorest families represented in the class. About one week 
after Christmas, the children were invited by the teacher to 
a surprise party, where oranges and candy abounded. 

In all that concerns ourselves and the little people of our 
classes, let us remember, “There is that scattereth, and yet 
increaseth; and there is that withholdeth more than is | 
meet, but it tendeth to poverty.” 


FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


oe 
MAMMA'S THANKSGIVING 


BY ROSE TERRY COOKE. 


SERMON. 





“QO mother!” said Harry, in a very doleful tone, “I do | 
wish we had a turkey.” | 
Mrs. Burr looked at Harry and laughed: she could not | 





Brown. He has got a father, to be sure, but Mrs. Drake said | and Joe as they came back together, we should have heard 
| to me the other day, ‘O Mis’ Burr! I know we're poor, | him say: 


| up every cent 1 ean scrape together.’ 


| she and Mandy went to bed at sunset, always, to save wood 


/and sisters; her father is a hard-working man, but her 


| dinner, but we can for those that don’t. 


and its hard scratchin’ sometimes; but we've everything 
to be thankful for to think I ha’n’t got a drunkard like Jo- 
seph Brown comin’ home to rave and tear round, and drink 
I don’t think they 
will have a turkey to-morrow, Harry.” 

“© mother, I’m real glad pa don’t get drunk!” There 
was a tear in Mrs. Burr's eye. Harry did not know all 
she had to be thankful for yet; perhaps he never would. 

“ Then there’s Mandy Smith, she lives in the toll-gate house 
with her grandmother; she has no other relations, and it 
is hard for the old lady to get fire or food either. Last winter 


and lamp-oil; the town helps them always, or they would 
freeze and starve both. And Ann Harris has nine brothers 





mother is bed-rid this five years. Lyman Harris raises 
flocks of turkeys and chickens every year, but he has to | 
sell them all, and the eggs too, to get a little ready money ; 
for they can’t keep cows and make butter, Mrs. Harris is so 
sick all the time. 

‘“ Now think what we have got for Thanksgiving: A nice 
warm little house all paid for, a woodshed full of wood, 
plenty of ‘pork, potatoes, and apples in the cellar. I have 
work almost all the time at tailoring, and father has got a 
long chopping-job. O Harry! think how much better off 
we are than some people, even if we are only going to have 
one chicken, and some apple-sauce and baked pétatoes. 
This is the end of my sermon; but I hope my congregation 
will be the better for it.” 

“They won't feel bad about turkey any more, that’s a 
fact!" said Harry stoutly. 

“Oh, I did forget the application, Harry, as ministers call | 
it. Now we have looked upon the things of others to our ; 
own comfort, I think we ought to look again for their help. | 
We can’t do anything for the boys that have turkey for. 





To-morrow morn- | 


help it; there he sat on his queer little cricket by the stove, | ing I want to send a dozen eggs to Mrs. Drake. Mandy 
his elbows on his knees and his head on his hands, all | won't have any pie, I know, so I guess we can spare her an 


“T tell you what, sir! I guess my mother can preach ser- 
mons a lot better’n the minister, you’d better b’lieve!” 
“Sho!” said Joe Brown. 


THE BUNDLE OF STICKS. 


BY JENNIE M 





DRINKWATER. 


There was not much to be done anywhere; everybody 
was idle and waiting; it would be three days, at the least, 
before the question of the removal could be decided. 
Meanwhile, what could anybody do but move around in 
the confusion, and laugh or scold as the mood might be; 
for there was none of the usual household business to at- 
tend to, and in the uncertainty no one had the heart to 
begin anything new. 

Electa was doleful about it; she could not understand 
why these three days should be wasted in making plans 
simply to unmake them; in wondering what they would 


, do if they could not do what they intended to do; or in 
| being curled up in a corner to take a nap or to take a few 
| last stitches in something that was not needed. 


“T don’t like this state of things,” she announced at the 
breakfast-table on the morning of the second day; “I’m 
determined to find some help for it.” 

“It rains pouring,” said Crisby, “and your clothes are 
all packed beside; where do you want to go?” 

‘Nowhere. Ill find something to do in this empty 


| house.” 


“T hate suspense; whoever invented it ought to live for- 
ever in uncertainty as to whether he shall be hanged or 


| drowned,” growled Fred. 


“T’m going to read ‘The Arabian Nights,’ laughed Lucia, 
“and then do my hair in all the styles to find which is most 
becoming.” 


Electa went up stairs and looked out the window. She 


| had passed a great part of yesterday in looking out the 
| window. On the window-sill some one had |aid a package 


humped up, and his face was very forlorn, with a scowl on 
his forehead and his lips stuck out. 
“ Do you know what you look like, Harry ?” said she. 
“T s'pose I look like a boy; don’t 1?” 





of twenty-five postal cards. 


| apple and a pumpkin pie: and I heard you tell last week 


how Joe Brown liked the black gilliflowers off our old tree; 
he must have a good basket, and I’ve knit him a pair of 
mittens like yours. I guess I must make Mrs. Harris a good 





“No, indeed ; a real boy, that’s going to be a good, strong, | baked custard, and send her acup of that apple jelly grandma 
pleasant man some day, don’t look like that; you look just | sent me last year, She's kinder notional, she’s been sick so 
like old Frizzle the hen, when she stands out in the rain, | long. Will you carry the things early in the morning, 
and curls all up, and squawks if another hen goes near her.” | Harry?” 

“ Well, mother! I’d just like to squawk. To-morrow’s| “Yes, marm/” said Harry with great emphasis. 
Thanksgiving, and all the boys were telling to-day what | So early the next day he set out. Joe Brown grinned 
splendid things their folks were going to have for dinner, | from ear to ear at the apples and mittens. 
and every single boy was going to have turkey ; but I knew | “Mother ’ll be awful glad,” he said. “We hain’t seen 
we hadn’t got any. [ think it’s real mean; I ran away, | nothin’ but cider apples this year, now I tell you; ’n them | 
80 st they shouldn't ask me.” mittens is fust-rate. Hooray for you, Hen Burr!” 

“How about Phil Drake, Harry?” Then he trotted over to Mrs. Harris with the custard and 

“Oh, well! I do’no as he did say anything about it.” jelly. Ann’s eyes sparkled as she took them out of the 

“And Joe Brown?” napkin. ; 

“ He wasn’t there.” ‘Oh, how pleased ma will be! she don’t eat enough for a 

“And Mandy Smith and Ann Harris?” chipping-bird, and I hain’t the least idee how to fix up 

“Ho! they’re only girls ; nobody asked them.” things for her. We're a goin’ to have baked beans ‘nd | 

Mother laughed again. Ingin puddin’ to-day, and a spare-rib Deacon Jay sent over, 

“ Did you know I used to be a girl?” she said. but it’s too hearty for her. 

Harry looked up at her suddenly. | Harry.” / 

| 


“Why, mother! well, I spose you were; but I never! He had to go back for the eggs and pies, but Mrs. Drake 


thought of it, anyhow.” | was very grateful for her share of the gift. 
“ Now, Harry, I’m going to preach you asermon; it’stwo| “] wanted a few for a puddin’; biled pork an’ cabbage is | 
miles to meeting, so we can’t go to-morrow, for I’m too lame | good dinner, but it ain’t, so to speak, a feast; but a pud- 
to walk, and Mr. Jay’s folks will all come home, so he can't | din’ is king’s meat any day, and I couldn’t no more tell 
carry us beside; maybe you wouldn’t understand the min- | where to get an egg than if the hen-tribe had stopped layin’. | 
ister, but my sermon will be short and plain.” | 


| 
| Tell your ma I’m amazin’ obleeged to her.” | 
Harry took his arms down and sat up straight; his} As for Mandy, she laughed outright when she saw the | 
pleasant little face smoothed out into its natural look: he 
thought it was very funny to have his mother preach a ser- 
mon, and he wondered if she would sing a hymn first and 
make a prayer. But shedidn’t; she only laid down the red 
stocking she was knitting, and said, “ My text, dearly be- 
loved little brother, is this, ‘Look not every man on his 
own things, but every man also on the things of others.’ 
Now this text seems to’ go two ways, Harry, but it doesn’t. 
You may think you have looked on the things of others, 
but you have only seen a few. I want you to see the rest. 





Thank you ever so much, 


pies, but the tears stood in Mrs. Smith’s pale old eyes. 

“ Your mother’s a master-hand to remember other folks, | 
Henery Burr!” she said, in her queer cracked voice. “ She's 
as good a woman as ever I see. You can keep a Thanks- 
givin’ on nothin’ ’s long ’s you've got her to be thankful for, 
now I tell ye.” 

“That’s so!” said Harry, as he shut the door. But 
when he opened his ‘own door, what a savory smell filled | 
the house! And there sat grandma by the window, look- | 
ing just as good as she could look, and in a minute Harry | 
You know where Phil Drake lives?” was hugging her. ‘“ What do you think, Harry?” said his 

“Oh, yes! in that old tumble-down house by the swamp.” | mother, coming in from the shed with a big spoon in her 

“Yes; his father is dead, and there are four of them for | hand; “ grandma has brought us a turkey !” 
their mother to bring up. She has that old house, and the Harry turned very red, and said softly : 
garden, and the lot behind it: nothing else. They can | “© mother! I shall be ashamed to eat asingle bit!” and 
hardly get enough bread and potatoes and pork to live on; | then he told her all he had heard and seen that morning. 
they all work hard. What do you think they will haveto| Mrs. Burr smiled. . 
eat to-morrow?” “ Well, dear, perhaps the turkey will eat better if you run 

“Mother, I never heard the minister talk about live over and ask Joe Brown to come to dinner: and you can | 
people in a sermon, and tell their names out!” take Mrs. Brown the chicken, now we shall not need it.” 

“But I ain't thg minister, Harry. Then there’s Joe | Away ran Harry, and if you and I had been behind him | 


| 
| 
| 








} P ° 
| plain as print. 
| which she had been collecting choice thoughts for several 


| down to the sitting-room to read aloud after tea. 


“T know, I know, I know!” she cried, as she espied them. 
“What a lovely thought! 
heart?” 

In a few minutes she was seated at the window with ink- 
stand and pen on the window-sill, her feet resting on the 
round of the chair in front of her, and Crisby’s atlas on her 
knees for a desk. 

She wrote an unusual hand for a lady,—round, even, as 


How did it ever come into my 


She opened her common-place book, in 


years. 

Her sudden resolution had been to copy a thought upon 
each card, and then to write to a friend, a city missionary, 
for the names of those upon her list who needed words of 
cheer, or a thought to feed upon. 

The short rainy day had ended before her pretty work 
was done. Lucia peeped over her shoulder as she was 
writing the last card, and then carried them, in great glee, 

“Charity begins at home,” she laughed, when Electa re- 
sisted. 

“The penmanship will be a pleasure im itself,” said her 
father, looking through the pile. 

“ And just the thoughts they need,” added the mother. 
“T don’t see where you found them all.” 

“Just think of them tucked under the hospital pillow,” 
said Crisby. ‘‘I like this best, it’s good for a fellow outside 
a hospital ward.” 

What man without a Friend in heaven, 
Could bear his burden on the earth? 
The mother picked among them, and read aloud the one 


that she had chosen: 


To have each day the thing I wish, 
Lord, that seems best to me; 
But not to have the thing I wish, 
Lord, that seems best to thee. 
In all the little things of life, 
Thyself, Lord, may I see; 
In little and in great alike, 
Reveal thy love to me. 
“Now I must find one,’’said the father; “here it is:” 
At some time or other the Lord will provide, 
It may not be my time, 
It may not be thy time, 
And yet in his own time 
The Lord will provide. 
“T must have one,’ said Fred; “this is it.” 
bashfully, stammering over the last words 


He read it 


If Jesus came on earth again, 

And walked and talked in field and street, 
Who would not lay his grief and pain, 

Low at those heavenly feet ? 


The father wondered why his boy had chosen that, but 
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then fathers do not always know the hearts of their boys. 
Lucia had chosen one, but she would not read it aloud. 
Crisby looked over it and said that it sounded just like a 
girl. Lucia learned it with two readings: 

I cannot think but God must know 

About the thing I long for so; 

I know he is so good, so kind, 

I cannot think but he will find 

Some way to help, some way to show * 

Me to the thing I long for so 

“What is yours, Electa?” asked eight-years-old Tim. 

Electa read it aloud in a reverent tone. 

Like a cradle, rocking, rocking, 
Silent, peaceful, to and fro,— 

Like a mother’s sweet looks dropping 
On the little face below, — 

Hangs the green earth, swinging, turning, 
Jarless, noiseless, safe and slow ; 

Falls the light of God's face bending 
Down and watching us below 

“Somehow, Electa,” began her father, in the voice in 
which he told stories, “you remind me of something St. 
Paul once did while he was waiting to see what he must do 
next. That Paul was a spry worker.” 

“ Did he write postal cards?” inquired Tim. 

“No, he didn’t write postal cards; but once on a rainy 
day, when people were waiting round, he gathered a bundle 
of sticks. Let me see if I know all about it; his life is full 
of object-lessons! It was after the shipwreck, and they 
were all safe on the shore of the island, soldiers, prisoners, 
sailors, and all. The barbarous people showed tham no little 
kindness, they kindled a fire because of the rain and cold. 
St. Paul was glad of the fire, and felt, like the rest of them, 
like standing close to it, and drying his clothes, and rubbing 
his hands over the welcome blaze. But he was on his way 
to Rome, so I suppose he couldn’t keep still and wait if 
there was any jumping about to do. So he started off for 
some sticks—’ 

“Sticks !’’ commented Tim. 

“ And after he had laid them on the fire—what do you 
think, Tim? See how he was paid for gathering sticks 
when he might have been standing still and saying, ‘ Boys, 
don’t you see that the fire is getting low—’? After he had 
laid them on the fire—’ 

“ His coat caught fire,” cried Tim. 

“No, it was something worse than that; a viper came 
out of the heat, and fastened itself on his hand,—a viper 
whose bite was sure death. The people were very much 
frightened,—I expect they shouted and screamed as if they 
were wild,—but Paul only shook it off his hand as coolly as 
if it had been —” 

“ A caterpillar?” supplied Tim. 

“The people kept talking about it, and saying to each 
other that he must be a very bad man, a murderer, per- 
haps, and even if he had escaped being drowned in the sea, 
that he must die now with this venomous bite, and so find 
his punishment. They watched to see if he swelled with 
the poison, and expected him to drop dead suddenly —” 

“Why didn’t he?” asked Tm, excitedly. 

“ Because Christ had promised— What is it? 

“T don’t know,” said Crisby. 

“ Only those who gather sticks find some of the promises; 
who knows?” 

“It was one of the signs that, followed them that 
believed,” said the mother. ‘‘‘They shall take up‘serpents;’ 
his safety was a sure sign that he belonged to Christ. You 
know the people said, when they saw him alive and well 
from day to day, that he was a ‘god.’” 

“Have you found a promise picking up postal cards, 
Electa?” asked Tim. “I'd like to know what it is, 
though.” 

If she had found a promise she did not tell any one what 
it was. 


CHRISTMAS EXERCISE. 


——__—_ 


CHRIST OUR REDEEMER. 
BY W. F. SHERWIN 
: INVOCATION. 
Leader Fs 
What name is our theme to-day? 
Response 
Jesus CHRIST, the Redeemer of the world. 
Singing: 
All hail the power of Jesus’ name, 
Let angels prostrate fall ; 


Bring forth the royal diadem, 
And crown him Lorp oF ALL. 


Let every kindred, every tribe, 
On this terrestrial ball, 

To him all majesty ascribe, 
And crown him Logp or AuL. 


Leader : 
Did ad the world need redemption? 
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Response 

By one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin, and so 
death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned (Rom* 5: 12). 


Leader : 
Could man redeem sinners? 7 
Response ° 


None of them can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to God 
a ransom for him (Psa. 49: 7). 


Leader 

Was there any created being who could intercede with 
God for sinners ? 
Response 


And he saw that there was no man, and wondered that there was no 
intercessor (Isa. 59: 16). 


Leader . 

Could all the riches of the world have purcnased re- 
demption? 
Response 


Thus saith the Lord; ye have sold yourselves for nought, and ye 
shall be redeemed without money (Isa. 52: o) 


Leader 
Who only could save? 
Response 
Pa ay I,am the Lord; and beside me there is no Saviour (Isa. 
Singing. 
Leader : 
How long ago had God planned redemption by Christ ? 
Response : 


He hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world (Eph. 
1: 4). 


Leader : 
Did God announce that salvation should come ? 
Response . 


Behold, the Lord hath proclaimed’ unto the end of the world; Say 
ye to the daughter of Zion, Behold thy salvation cometh (Isa. 62: 11). 


Leader : : 

Which of the prophets foretold most of Christ ? 
Response : , 

Isaiah, whose name means “ salvation.” 
Leader 

This “ prince of the prophets” celebrated the birth of the 
Messiah about seven hundred years before it occurred. 
Let us take a part of his grand song as our “Golden Text.” 
Al: 

[Rise and repeat, having thoroughly committed it to 
memory. | 


For unto us a child is born, unte us a son is given: and the govern- 
ment shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shal! be called Won- 
derful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The 
Prince of: Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there 
shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to 
order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from 
henceforth even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform 
this (Isa. 9: 6, 7). 


Singing. 
Leader : 


Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in_the 


~» of 
Herod the king, behold there came wise men from the East to Seru- 


salem, saying— 
Response 7 


Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his 
star in the East, and are come to worship him (Matt. 2: 1, 2). 


Leader : 


And there were in the same country, shepherds abiding in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. 


Response : 


And lo! the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone round about them, and they were sore afraid. 


Leader - 


_ And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 


Response 


For unto you is born this day, in the city of David, a Saviour, who is 
Craist tue Lorp. 


Leader 


And this shall be a sign unto you: Ye shall find the babe wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 


Response : 


And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying,— 


All: 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good-will toward men. 
Leader : 


And it came to ewe as the angels were gone away from them into 
heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto 
Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord 
hath made known unto us. 


Response : » 


And they came with haste, and found Mary and Joseph, and the babe 
lying in a manger. 
Leader 
And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying 
which was told them concerning this child. 
a 
Response 


And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told 
them by the shepherds— 


Leader : 

But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart— 
Response ‘ 

And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the 
bee that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them (Luke 
2: 8-20) 

Singing 


i 


Leader . 


O come, let us sing unto the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the 
Rock of our salvation (Psa. 95; 1). 


Response : 


Sing unto the Lord, bless his name; show forth his salvation from 
day to day (Psa. 96: 2). 
Leader : 


The Lord hath made known his salvation, his righteousness hath 
he openly showed in the sight of the heathen (Psa. 98: 2). 


Response : 

He hath remembered his mercy and his truth toward the house of 
Israel, and all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our 
God (Psa. 98 : 3). 

Leader : 


Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he hath visited and redeemed 
his people; 


Response . 


And hath raised up an horn of salvation for us, in the house of his 
servant. David (Luke 1: 68, 69). 


Leader : 

In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David, 
hg the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and for uncleanness (Zech. 
Response 

Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow (Psa, 51: 7). 

Leader : 


Rang 15 with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation 
(Isa. 12: 3). 


Singing. 
Pastor : 

For what did Christ come to earth ? 
Response : . 

The Son of man is come to save that which was lost (Matt. 18: 11) 
Pastor : 

Why must he come in human form ? 
Response : 

Wherefore in all things it behooved him to be made like unto his 
brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high-priest in 
things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the 
people (Heb. 2: 17). 

Pastor : 

Was his life a joyous one ? 
Response : 

Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: ... He 
was wounded for our transgressions. he was bruised for our iniquities 
(Isa. 53: 4, 5). 

Pastor : 
Why must his blood be shed ? 
Response : 

Without shedding of blood is no remission (Heb. 9: 22). 
Pastor : 

Why must he die ? 

Response : | 


That he, by the grace of God, should taste death for every man 
‘Heb. 2: 9). 


Pastor : 
Did his death close the door of mercy ? 
Response : 


He is able also to save them to the uttermost, that come unto God by 
him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them (Heb. 7: 25). 


Pastor : 

Must we do more than to rejoice because a Saviour was 
born ? 
Response : 

How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation ? (Heb. 2: 3.) 
Pastor : 

When may we be sure of acceptance? 

Response : 

Behold } now is the accepted time, behold, now is the day of salvation 

(2 Cor. 6: 2). 
Pastor : 

Can any friend but Jesus save us ? 
Response : 

Neither is there salvation in any other: tor there is none other name 
under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved (Acts 
4:12). 

Pastor : 
Will Christ be praised in heaven ? 
All : ; 


After this | beheld, and lo, a great multitude, which no man could 
number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood 
before the threne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and 
| palms in their hands;—and cried witha loud voice, saying, Salvation 
to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb. Amen 
(Rev. 7: 9, 10). 





Singing [all rise]: 


Oh that with yonder sacred throng 
We at his feet may fall! 

We'll join the everlasting song, 
And crown him Lokp oF aut. 


BENEDICTION. 
Norr.—If greater variety be desired, the responsés may 
be divided among different classes, or the superintendent 
| may assign special portions of the leader’s part to certain 
| teachers, or he may alternate, in sections, with the pastor 
| Hymns are not printed because it is quite generally the 
| custom for schools and choirs to select Christmas carols 
from various sources, old and new, according to taste and 
| circumstances. The following hymns, however, from books 
in general use, will be found suitable: Pure Gold, 94; 150. 
Brightest and Best, 14; 51; 144; 150, Chnistian Songs, 
38; 99; 128. 
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INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 
LESSON CALENDAR. 
[Fourth Quarter, 1876.) 
10. Dec. 3.—The Gentiles Received a _...Acta 10 : 34-48 
ll. Dec. 10—Spread of the Gospel ....-----Acts 11; 19-30 
i. Dec. 17.—Peter’s Release. “ -----Acts 12 : 1-17 
13. Dec. 24.—Review; or, a Lesson selected by the School | 
14. Dec. 31.—Annual Review or Selection. | 
[First Quarter, 1877.) 
STUDIES ABOUT THE KINGDOM OF ISRAEL. | 
1. Jan. 7.—The Kingdom Divided * ...--1 Kings 12: 12-20 
2. Jan. 14.—The Sin of Jeroboam 1 Kings 12; 26-33 | 
3. Jan. 21.—Omri and Ahab 1 Kings 16: 23-34 
4. Jan. 28.—Elijah the Tishbite - 1 Kings 17: 1-16 
6. Feb. 4.—Elijah and Ahab , m ..1 Kings 18 : 5-18 
6. Feb. 11.—Elijah and the Prophets of Baal 1 Kings 18: 19-29 
7. Feb. 18.—Elijah and his Sacrifice 1 Kings 18: 36-46 
8. Feb. %.—Elijah at Horeb 1 Kings 19 : 8-18 | 
9. Mar. 4.—The Story of Naboth 1 Kings 21:414 
10. Mar. 11.—Flijah Translated _2 Kings 2: 1-12 
11. Mar. 18.—The Spirit on Elisha 2 Kings 2: 13-25 
12. Mar. 25.—Review; or, a Lesson selected by the School. 


LESSON 12, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17, 1876. 


Title: PETER’S RELEASE. 
GOLDEN TEXT: THe ANGEL OF THE LoRD ENCAMP- 
ETH ROUND ABOUT THEM THAT FEAR HIM, AND DE- 
LIVERETH THEM.—/’sa. 34:7 


{Topic: TRIALS AND DELIVERANCES. 
HOME READINGS. 


Monday, December 11: Acts 12: 1-17. Trials and deliverance 
Tuesday, December 12 Heb. 11: 32-40. The trials of the saints 


Wednesday, December 13: Luke 6: 22-36 
Thursday, December 14: Gen. 18: 23-33 
Friday, December 15; Luke 18: 1-14. 

Saturday, December 16: Dan. 3: 13-27 
Sunday, December 17: Psa. 34: 1 


Trials a blessing 
The prayer of faith 
Pray without ceasing 
Help from God 


22. Praise for deliverance. 


LESSON TEXT 
[Acts 12: 1-17.} 





| ship with Zebedee their father, mending their nets 





1. Now about that time Herod the king stretched forth his 
hands to vex certain of the church 

2. And he killed James the brother of John with the sword 

3. And because he saw it pleased the Jews, he proceeded 
further to take Peter also. Then were the days of unleavened 
bread . 





4. And when hé had apprehended him, he put him in prison 
and delivered him to four quaternions of soldiers to keep him; in 
tending after Easter to bring him forth to the people, 

5. Peter therefore was kept in prison 
without ceasing of the church unto God for him 
6 And when Herod would have brought him forth, the same 
night Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two 

chains; and the keepers before the door kept the prison 

7. And, behold, the angel of the Lord came upon Aim, and a 
light shined in the prison; and he smote Peter on the side, and 
raised him up, saying, Arise up quickly. And his chains fell off 
from Ais hands. 

8. And the angel said unto him, Gird thyself, and bind on thy | 
sandals: and so he did. And he saith unto him, Cast thy garment | 
about thee, and follow me 

9. And he went out and followed him, and wist not that it was 
true which was done by the angel ; but thought he saw a vision | 

10. When they were past the first and the second ward, they 
came unto the iron gate that leadeth unto the city 


which opened 
to them of his own accord 


and they went out, and passed on 
through one street ; and forthwith the angel departed from him 

11. And when Peter was come to himself, he said, Now 1 know 
of a surety, that the Lord hath sent his angel, and hath delivered 
me out of the hand of Herod, and from all the expectation of the 
people of the Jews 

12. And when he had considered the thing, he came to the house 
of Mary the mother of John, whose surname was Mark; where 
many were gathered together praying 


13. And as Peter knocked at the door of the gate, a damsel 
came to hearken, named Rhoda 

14. And when she knew Peter's voice, she opened not the gate 
for gladness, but ran in, and told how Peter stood before the gate. 

15. And they said unto her, Thou art mhd 


But she constantly 
affirmed that it was even so. Then said they, It is his angel 


| with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit 


| sustained me 


| whose mind is stayed on thee 
but prayer was made | o¢ 


who shall be heirs of salvation? Heb. 1: 14 

A light shined. And suddenly there shined round about 
him a light from heaven Acts 9: 3——Thou art my lamp, O Lord ; 

|} and the Lord will ighten my darkness, 2 Sam. 22: 29 And the 

earth shined with his glory. Ezek. 48: 2 And the earth was 
lightened with his glory. Rev. 18: 1 

His chains fell off.. He. brake their bands in sunder. 
Psa. 107: 14 Thou hast loosed my bonds. Psa, 116: 16——The 
Lord looseth the prisoners. Psa. 146: 7 Every one’s bands were 
loosed. Acts 16: 26. 





16. But Peter continued knocking. And when they had opened 
the door, and saw him, they were astonished 

17. But he, beckoning unto them with the hand to hold their 
peace, declared unto them how the Lord had brought him out of 
prison 


And he said, Go shew these things unto James, and to the | 
brethren. 


And he departed, and went into another place 


BIBLE LIGHTS. 


. 

Acts 12: 1, Stretched forth his hands.——When! was | 
daily with you in the temple, ye stretched forth no hands against | 
me; but this is your hour, and the power of darkness. Luke 22: 
53.——By stretching forth thine hand to heal. Acts 4: 30 


Te vex.——Then shal! they deliver you up to be afflicted, and 
‘ 





| Barnabas and Saul 


| them John, whose surname was Mark. 


| ing doth make thee mad 
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shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my name's 
sake. Matt. 24: 9——If they have persecuted me, they will also 
persecute you. John 15: 20 Yea, the time cometh, that whoso- 
ever killeth you will think that he doeth God service. John 16: 2 

v.2. James, the brother of John. He saw other 
two brethren, James the son of Zebedee, and John his-brother, in a 
and he called 
4: 21——Then came to him the mother of Zebedee’s 
children, with her sons worshipping him, and desiring a certain 
thing of him. Matt. 20: 20 

V.3. He saw it pleased the Jews. They loved the 
praise of men more than the praiseof God. John 12: 43 Felix, 
willing to shew the Jews a pleasure, left Paul bound. Acts 24 
27.——Festus, willing to do the Jews a pleasure, answered Paul, 
and said, Wilt thou go up to Jerusalem, and there be judged of 
these things before me? Acts 25:9 

He proceeded to take Peter. Verily, verily, I. say 
unto thee, When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and walk- 
edst whither thou wouldest; but when thou shalt be old, thou 
shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry 
thee whither thou wouldest not. John 21: 18 

Unleavened bread.— Seven days shall ye eat unleavened 
bread ; even the first day ye shall put, away leaven out of your 
houses; for whosoever eateth leavened bread from the first day 
until the seventh day, that scul shall be cut off from Israel. Ex. 
12: 15- Now the first day of the feast of unleavened bread, the 
disciples came to Jesus, saying unto him, Where wilt thou that we 
prepare for thee to eat the passover? Matt. 26: 17 Purge out 
therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump,,as ye are un- 
leavened. 1 Cor. 5: 7. 

Vv. 4. Put him in prison. And he [Peter] said unto him, 
Lord, I am ready to go with thee, both into prison, and to death 








them. Matt 




















Luke 22: 33. 

Intending.——There are many devices in ga man’s heart 
nevertheless, the counsel of the Lord, that shall stand. Prov. 19 
21.——Boast not thyself of to morrow; for thou knowest not what 
a day may bring forth. Prov. 27: 1——Who is he that saith, and 
it cometh to pass, when the Lord commandeth it not? Lam. 3: 37 

V.5. Prayer was made without ceasing.——! have 





set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem, which shall never hold 
their peace day nor night: ye that make mention of the Lord, keep 
not silence, and give him no rest, till he establish, and till he make 
Jerusalem a praise in the earth. Isa. 61: 6, 7——-If two of you 
shall agree on earth as touching anything that they shall ask, it 
shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven. Matt. 18 

19.—He spake a parable unto them te this end, that men ought 
always to pray, and not to faint. Luke 18: 1——Praying always 
Eph. 6: 18 
—Remember them that are 


Pray without ceasing 


1 Thess. 5 


o 
1.- 





in bonds, as bound with them. Heb. 13: 3 Pray one for 
another.——Jas. 5: 16. 
V.6. Peter was sleeping.——| will both lay me down in 


peace, and sleep; for thou, Lord, only makest me dwell in safety 
Psa. 4: 8——-I laid me down and slept; I awaked; for the Lord 
Psa. 3:5 Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, 
because he trusteth in thee. Isa 
26: 3——Be careful for nothing; but in everything by prayer and 
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known 
unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth all understand 
ing, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. Phil 
4 ——We may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will 
not fear what man shall do unto me. Heb. 13: 6 

V.7. The angel of the Lord came.——tThe angel of 
the Lord encampeth round about them that fear him, and deliver- 
eth them Psa. 34. 7 My God hath sent his angel, and hath 
shut the lions’ mouths, that they have not hurt me. Dan. 6 


Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them 


~ 


6.7 


99 


~~ 




















Vv. 10. The first and the second ward. And he put 
them in ward in the house of the captain of the guard, into the 
prison. Gen. 40: 3 -And he put them all together into ward 
three days 42: 17.——And they put him in ward, because it 
was not declared what should bedonetohim. Numb. 15: 34 
am set in my ward whole nights. Isa. 21: 8 








Gen 


T 
i 





Which opened.——The angel of the Lord by night opened 





the prison doors. Acts 5: 19——Immediately all the doors were 
opened. Acts 16: 26 I will break in pieces the gates of brass 


and cut in sunder the bars of iron 


Isa. 45: 2——He that openeth 


and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth. Rev 


3: 7 
Vv. 12. John, whose surname*was Mark,.——And | 
took with them John, whose surname was | 
——John departing from them, returned to 
13 Barnabas determined to take with 


Acts 15: 


” 


or 
“) 


Acts 13 


Mark Acts 
Jerusalem. 
37. 

V.15. Thou art mad.——tTheir words seemed to them as 


idle tales, and they believed them not. Luke 24: 11 Festus | 





| said with a loud voice Paul, thou art beside thyself; much learn 


24 


The angel which redeemed me from all evil | 


Acts 26 
It is his angel. 





bless the lads. Gen. 48: 16——In heaven their angels do always 
behold the face of my Father which is in heaven. Matt. 18: 10 
They were terrified and affrighted, and supposed that they had 














seen aspirit. Luke 24: 37. 

Vv. 17. James. James answered Acts 15: 13 The 
day following Paul went in with us unto James. Acts 21: 18 
James, a servant of God, and of the Lord Jesus Christ. Jas 1-1 





EXPOSITION. 


BY WILLIAM ORMISTON, 


D.D. 


The connection of the present lesson with the last is very 
close both in the order of the narrative and in point of time 
While the church in Antioch was rejoicing in the labors ot 
3arnabas and Saul, and making generous provision for the 
brethren in Judea,—who were suffering from famine,—the 
church in Jerusalem was subjected to bitter persecution 
When Barnabas and Saul arrived with the gifts from An 
tioch, they found the brethren suffering from something worse 
even than famine. 

It is not stated, indeed, that these brethren went to Jerusalem, 
and some even suppose that they were deterred from visiting 
the Holy City at that time by the royal persecution, which had 
already-begun. But it seems more natural to understand that 
the elders, into whose hands they were to place the relief sent, 
were those of the mother church. Just before, or soon after 
their arrival, the martyrdom of one apostle and the imprison- 
ment of another took place. 

The scene of the lesson is laid in Jerusalem, in the spring ‘of 
the year 44. It was the year in which the impious Herod 
came to his awful end at Cesarea. The minuteness with which 
the incidents connected with the imprisonment and miraculous 
deliverance of Peter are detailed suggests the idea that the 
writer of the narrative must have received the information from 
the lips of the apostle himself. 

The Herodian family constitute in history an unrelieved , 
picture of royal infamy. They were of foreign origin. but of 
Jewish faith; able and ambitious, but impious, unscrupulous, 
and grossly immoral. They rendered religion subservient to 
political diplomacy, and appointed and dismissed the high 
priests at their pleasure. Four Herods are mentioned in the 
New Testament, and their names are associated with the most 
atrocious cruelties and nefarious crimes,—the massacre of the 
innocents—the murder of John and the mockery of our Lord 
—the death of James and the persecution of Peter. The Herod 
named in the lesson was the grandson of Herod the Great, and 
father of the King Agrippa before whom Paul delivered his 
masterly defense of himself and the gospel. He was an am 
bitious, vainglorious, impious, and persecuting ruler, and was 
divinely punished with a most horrible death after a briei 
reign of five years. 

In the lesson the church is presented under severe trial, and 
we have successive scenes of suffering, supplication, and succor 
or, martyrdom and imprisonment, prayer without ceasing, and 


help from God, 


1. MARTYRDOM AND IMPRISONMENT (1-4, 6). 


Herod, having only recently obtained dominion over Pales- 
tine, was exceedingly desirous to secure the good-will of the 
Jews. He, therefore, not only zealously observed all the rites 
of their religion, but sought further to conciliate them by per- 
secuting the followers of Jesus, whom they maliciously op- 
posed. Hence he exerted his royal authority and power 
against the church, and harassed and maltreated some of its 
leading members. Two instances are mentioned. 

1. He killed James, the brother of John. This James was 
the son of Zebedee and Salome, and with his brother was early 


called to be a disciple and af apostle. The two brothers, 


probably because of their zeal and energy in the discharge of 


their duties, were called by our Lord, Boanerges. Together 
with Peter they seem to have been admitted into special in 
timacy with Jesus, and were with him on the Mount of Trans 
figuration and in the Garden of Gethsemane. We are struck 
with the exceeding brevity of the account given of the death 
of James, and this is all the more noteworthy because the same 
historian gives so full a record concerning the martyrdom of 
Stephen. All that we are told is the fact of his death and the 
manner of it. He was slain with the sword. This added to 
the ignominy of his death, for to be beheaded was regarded by 
the Jews as peculiarly disgraceful. Tradition gives the follow 
ing incident connected with his death,—that his accuser was 
so much affected by his constancy in confessing Christ, that he 


| was converted, declared himself a Christian, and was beheaded 


with the apostle. James was the first of the apostles to suffer 


| martyrdom, and the only one whose death is recorded in the 
| New 


Testament. Of these two brothers, who seem to have 
been inseparable, the one was the first of the chosen twelve to 
die, and the other outlived all the rest. On the death of 
James we read of no attempt to fill his place, or to provide for 
a@ successor 


2. He put Peter in prison. Herod, perceiving that the re 


| moval of James pleased. the Jews, next apprehended Peter 


But the time of the passover having come, daring which, ac 
P 8 8 
cording to Jewish custom, it evas not lawful to put any one to 
death, he puts the apostle in chains, casts him into prison, and 
p 
places over him a constant guard of four quaternions of sol- 
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diers, that is, a company of four soldiers for each of the four | 
watches of the night, who should relieve each other every third 
nour. Two of these soldiers seem to have been in the cell, or 
chamber, with the prisoner, wuo was probably chained to both, 
and the other two guarded the door. The chains, the special | 
charge, the double guard, all indicate the importance which the 
king attached to the security of the captive, and his settled | 
purpose ultimately to put him to death after the passover. 
The word improperly rendered “ Easter” 
else translated “ paasover.”’ 


here, is everywhere 
The phrase was used by the transla- | 
tors merely to indicate to the English reader the time of the | 
year in which the event occurred, as Easter celebrates the resur- | 
rection of our Lord, which took place during the passover week. | 
The passage furnishes no evidence of the scriptural authority 
or early origin of such a Christian festival. 
li. PRAYER WITHOUT CEASING (5). 

In the midst of their distress, while the civil and ecclesiastical 
powers were both arrayed against them, the disciples turned to 
the Lord in earnest, intense, fervent prayer. The word ren 
dered here ‘without ceasing,” is that used to characterize the 
prayer of our Lord in the garden (Luke 22: 44); only there it 
is in the comparative degree. and is rendered ‘very ear 
nestly.” 
in prayer 


(See marginal rendering.) The church were united 
in their closets, in their homes, and doubtless 
wherever they could be gathered together, as in the house of | 
Mary. They would naturally recall a prayer-meeting held 
years before, when both Peter and John were imprisoned, and 
the remembered deliverances of former days would strengthen | 
their faith now (Acts 4: 23, and 5: 19). They prayed to God, | 
for to whom else could they go? It was vain to appeal to the 
enraged and vindictive rulers of the Jews, or to supplicate the | 
politic and prejudiced king. They betook themselves to the 
only source of help in the emergency, and their faith and pa- 
tience were both put to the test. Day after day passed by, and 
still Peter remained in prison. The last day of the passover 
week had come, the last night before the dawn of the morn 
when the beloved apostle would be brought forth as the sport 
of a mocking mob, the victim of craft and cruelty. Still, like 
Jacob of old, they wrestled all night, pleading for divine inter- 
position in his behalf, that he might be released; or, if this 
may not be granted, that he might have grace to bear a noble 
testimony for the truth, in his sufferings and death. The | 
prayer of faith was heard; and while they plead the answer 

comes, in a way for which they seemed scarcely prepared. 


il. HELP FROM GOD (7-17). 


The deliverance of Peter was accomplished by the ministry | 
of an angel. The existence of angels, their interest in human 
affairs, and their influence over them, are clearly taught and co- 
piously illustrated in the Scriptures. In the Bible the super- 
human element is as real as the human. Angels are spoken of 
as individual existences, and as forming a part of God’s family 
as truly as men. The term angel indicates their office rather 
than their nature. They are designated by other appellations 
(Dan. 4: 17; Col. 1: 16; Heb. 1: 7, 14). Td some of them 
proper names are assigned, as Michael and Gabriel. They 
are described as wise, holy, strong, obedient, devout and in- 
numerable. Their duties are various in relation to God: they 
wait on him, worship and serve him, communicate his will to 
men, and execute his commissions of mercy or judgment. In 
relation to man, they sang at his creation, were present at the 
giving of the law, and have often ministered to his needs. They 
appeared to Abraham in the oak groves of Mamre, and to 
Jacob at Bethel and Mahanaim; they took part in the over- 
throw of Sodom, in the death of the first-born in Egypt, and in 
the destruction of the Assyrian hosts. They brought revela- 
tions to many of the prophets, specially to Daniel and Zacha- | 





| 


riah.- They visited Zacharias and Mary, Cornelius and Peter, 
Paul and John. In reference to Christ, they announced and 
celebrated his birth, ministered to him in the wilderness, and 
strengthened him in Gethsemane. They surrounded his tomb 
in the garden, and attended his ascension from Olivet. They 
now cast their crowns at his feet, and will accompany him in 
multitudes at his second coming. In relation to Christians, 
they rejoice over penitents, minister to saints, are present in 
worshiping assemblies, watch over little ones, accompany the 
souls of believers at their death, and will mingle with the 
ransomed in the services of the upper sanctuary. 

Ask the class for scriptural proof of each of these statements. | 
If they fail, supply it. 

The story of Peter’s deliverance is told with great minute- 
ness and graphic power, and is intensely interesting. It is | 
night. The prisoner lies calmly asleep between the two sol- 
diers to whom he is bound. Two armed men guard the door 
All is still; suddenly an angel stands near Peter, light fills 
the darkened chamber, his chains fall from his hands, the 
him on the side to arouse him, lifts him up, and 
says, “Arise quickly ; gird thyself, bind on thy sandals, and cast 
thy cloak about thee, and follow me.” Peter obeys, and fol 
lows the angel, though so bewildered and surprised as to be 
unable to realize his real position, doubting whether it might | 
not all be a dream, or a vision such as he had beheld on the 
housetop at Joppa. But leaving behind the two soldiers 
between whom he had slept, and passing the other two, they | 
come to the iron gate, which, opened by an invisible sotren, 

swings back upon its hinges. They pass out, and proceed the | | 


angel, smiting 


| to others, and several times repeated in concert. 


| to do his will. 


| visits as they remember about. 


| travelers encamp, they spread tents while they rest. 


| Jews usually punished ; 
| Romans did. 


distance of a block or square, when suddenly the angel dis- 
appears. Peter being left to himself realizes fully what had 


| transpired, and knows that the Lord, by the hand of his angel, 


has really delivered him from the hands of Herod and the 
Jews. Reflecting on what had happened, and considering 


| where he was, and where he would be likely to meet any 


assembly of the brethren, he goes to the house of Mary, the 
mother of Mark, and a relative of Barnabas, where a prayer- 
meeting is being held. He knocks at the door. 
woman named Rhoda (Rosebush) goes to open it ; 


A young 
but, recog 


nizing Peter's voice, in the excess of her joy she runs back | 


without opening the door, and announces to all present that 
Peter is there. Though they have been praying for his release, 
they cannot believe that an answer has been given, and there- 
fore suppose the damsel is mistaken. 


She confidently reaf 
firms her statement. 


“ It is his angel.” 
suppose they meant a messenger sent by him 


Then they say, Some 
; others, his ghost 
or apparition ; others, his guardian angel, who, according to the 
popular belief, had the power to assume his outward appear 
ance. If this were their idea, which is probable, the Scriptures 
give it no sanction. 

Peter continues to knock until they open the door. They 
see him, and are astonished, and give expression to their won 
der and joy. He calms their feelings, states to them how the | 
Lord has rescued him, and bids them go and tell all these things 
to James and the brethren. Then he departs, and goes to 
another place, not named, but doubtless to some place whence 
he could with safety leave the city for a time. 

The question arises To what James does Peter here refer? 
Now that James the son of Zebedee is dead, only two of that 
name remain,—James, the son of Alpheus, and James the 
brother of our Lord, referred to by Paul (Gal. 1: 19). Some 
think the former was intended, because they imagine that he, 
as cousin of our Lord, was designated by Paul as his brother. 
As we agree with those who hold that Jesus had brothers, the 
sons of his mother, and that one of them was called James, we 
also think that it was he who held such a* prominent position 
in the church at Jerusalem (John 2: 12; 7: 5; Mark 13: 55; 
3: 21; Acts 1: 14; 1Cor.9: 5, also Psa. 69: 8, 9, which isa 
prophecy of Christ, and is applied to him, John 2: 17). The 


| family of Mary the wife of Cleophas, and the sons and daugh- 


ters of Mary the wife of Joseph, called the brothers and sisters 
of Jesus, are distinctly marked in the gospel history. 
PRACTICAL LESSONS. 

(a.) Wicked men are often permitted by God to maltreat his 

own people. 
) True prayer is a real power. 

(c.) All in bonds or imprisonment should be remembered in 
our prayers. 

(d.) Answers to prayer should be expected. 


(e.) There is a close relation between the seen and the un- 
seen worlds. 


(f.) All deliverance comes from God, whether by ordinary or 
extraordinary means. 


(g.) Human as well as angelic agency is under his control. 





HINTS FOR THE: PRIMARY TEACHER. 


BY FAITH LATIMER. 


The golden text for to-day is one that may be profitably 
used at the beginning of the lesson. Let it be recited to as- 
sistant teachers by those who have learned it at home, taught 
Explain it as 


one of the promises of God, and use the lesson as an illustra- 


| tion. Give the meaning of angel,—a messenger from God sent 


How often angels waited upon Jesus when he 
was on earth! Let the children mention briefly such of these 
Probably some members of 
the class can recall this verse as used in the lesson upon “ The 
Disciples in Prison.” Who wrote the verse? 
man after God's own heart? 
and delivered by God? 


What is the meaning of encampeth? 


Who was the 
Who was hunted by his enemies 


It means, as told in a 


| previous lesson, not flitting and flying like a bird with swift 
| 
| wing, 


but staying, watching, resting. When soldiers or 
So the 
angel of the Lord stays and watches around them that fear 


him. There is scarcely a promise in the Bible to which God 


| does not give some companion picture to show how he has 
| kept such promise ; 


and he has given us in this last story- 
lesson of the year a picture that proves this golden promise. 
Do you remember who was king in Judea when Jésus was 
born, and who ordered the little babies to be killed? 
the king who cut off the head of John the Baptist! These 
kings all had the name of Herod ; but one was the grandfather 
while the other was the uncle, of the king who lived in Jeru 
salem at the time Paul and Barnabas came to bring help from 
the churches of Antioch. Herod pretended to be a strict Jew, 
but it suited his own plans to over the Christians. He 
did not have any of them stoned, as Stephen was, and as the 
but he killed with the sword, as the 
the brother of John, 
Can you remember anything about 


James, 
who was put to death. 
James? 


If the children seem familiar with the subject, let them | scenes real. What did Peter do? 


| 
| 





| kept on asking and praying to God to save Peter. 
praying 


| 





It was | 


| 


| 





| 


, | smitten by the angel 





mention whatever they know of James. The Jews were 
pleased by his death; and to please them still more, Herod 
had Peter putin prison. Was Peter ever in prison before? 
Perhaps it was in the same building; perhaps the jailors had 
heard, or remembered, how he got away years before. 
remember about it? 


Do you 
Herod was determined to have Peter 
safe; and so he had sixteen soldiers appointed to keep him. 
Two of these soldiers were always in the cell with him, and he 
was fastened to them by chains 
outside the door 


Two more soldiers watched 
The sixteen were divided into companies of 
The sol 
; for a Roman soldier 
was punished with death if he allowed a prisoner to escape. 

This imprisonment took place in the week of the passover; 
and it was not considered right to kill a prisoner during those 
days. But the last day of the passover came by and by; and 
on the next day Herod meant to bring Peter out before the 
people. 


four each; and each company watched three hours, 


diers were very careful to watch well 


What were the Christians doing in all those days? Did 
they try to get up petitions to beg the king to let Peter out’ 
There is one King greater than Herod who was their friend, 
Could they ask him? How? 


They did ask him, for “ prayer 
was made without ceasing.” 


That means that the Christians 
Then the 
Herod probably intended to 
have Peter killed in the sight of a great crowd on the morrow. 
Peter was in his cell, chained on each side to a soldier. Was 
he lying trembling in terror? »No; he was asleep, and neither , 
soldiers, nor chains, nor fears of the next day, kept him awake. 
Even a great light that shone into the prison did not awake 
him, and he slept until an angel of the Lord struck him on his 
side, and raised him up, saying, “Arise up quickly.” The 
chains fell; the soldiers slept. The angel said, “ Gird thyself, 
and bind on thy sandals.” Peter obeyed. Then the angel said, 
“Cast thy garment about thee, and follow me.” 

They went out. 


last night of the passover came. 


Guards, chains, could not hold him ; sixteen 
soldiers, an army, has no power where God chooses to send one 
angel. Peter walked along, but all had happened so quickly 
that he thought he saw a vision. 
vision ? 


Had Peter ever seen a 
They passed the great 
doors from one part of the prison to another, and then came to 
the solid iron gate. It opened silently for them to pass out,— 
to pass out of the damp, close prison into the clear, open air 
and under the sky and stars. The angel walked with Peter 
through one street, and then left him. 

Peter said to himself, as Daniel had when he was saved from 
the den of lions, ‘‘ My God hath sent his angel.” Yes, Peter 
was safe, and ‘delivered out of the hand of Herod.’ Herod 
‘stretched out Ais hand to vex the church” in vain when God 
chose to reach out his hand to save it. Peter walked on to a 
house where he knew that he would find Christians. It was 
the house of Mary, sister of Barnabas, the mother of Mark, who 
sometimes preached and worked with Paul and his uncle, 
Barnabas. It was very late in the night,—probably nearly 
In the 
at the gate. 


The angel-and he went on. 


morning,—but many were there praying for Peter. 
still night, while they prayed, there was a knock 
A girl named Rhoda went to the gate. Perhaps she asked, 
‘Who's there?” People in those days did not unbolt the 
gates very quickly at night. How could they tell that Jews 
had not watched, and come to break up their meeting, or that 
the one who killed James and took Peter, had sent for them? 
Peter answered Rhoda. but instead of 
opening the gate, she was so wild with joy that she ran in and 
told that Peter was there. They did not believe it. 
they had been asking God to do, he had done; 

were surprised. Peter kept on knocking; 


She knew his voice; 


Just what 
and yet they 
and when they let 


| him in, and saw him, they were astonished, and all spoke out 


their gladness. Peter beckoned to them to be silent while he told 
them how God had brought him out of prison. He remembered 
the disciples who were not there, for he said, “Go shew these 
things to James and tothe brethren.” It was another James, 
not the brother of John, but another disciple called the brother 
of Jesus. Then Peter left them. 

Do you not think that the prayer-meeting was changed into 
a thanksgiving meeting, as God had answered their prayers 
even while they prayed? Perhaps some of them remembered 
and reminded the rest of what Isaiah had said hundreds of 
years before, which is just as true to-day as it was on the night 
of Peter's release. Have the class repeat several times, “ Be- 
fore they call, I will answer; while they are yet speaking, I 
will hear.” 

It will interest the children to complete thestory. Tell how 
the soldiers probably slept till the morning, of their alarm and 
anxiety to know what had become of Peter. Tell how Roman 
law sentenced them to death; and then tell how Herod died, 
of the Lord, who will as surely punish his 
enemies as deliver his friends. 

Review each part of the story by questicns that will lead 
the children themselves to tell the part belonging to each actor 
in the scene. Only an outline can be given of such questions 


| and answers, which each teacher can readily adapt to her own 


| use. What did Herod do? 
was the first | encamped unseen? 


What did the soldiers do? Who 
What did the angel tell Peter to do? 
‘ Arise,” “ gird,” “self,” “ put on sandals,” * 
me.” Explain and bring out each of these ; 


* follow 
for details make 
What were the Christians 


garment,” 
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doing? Who came to the gate? 
Who believed at first that it was Peter? She had listened to 
the words of others through all that night of prayer, and her 
heart was the first to see the answer. 


At whore house were they ? 


Why was she so glad to 
How did she know his voice so quickly 
in the dark, still night? Perhaps she had often let Peter in 


hear Peter's voice’? 


| trial by jury. 


| 
before, and perhaps he had had some pleasant word for her | 


each time.* Perhaps when he saw her first he was reminded 


of the day Jesus said, Feed my lambs,’ and that on some of 
his visits to Mary's house he had taught the young servant 


maid to be aservant of Christ Jesus; and because Rhoda loved 


80 truly, Christ gave her such faith that fear did not blind | 


her eyes nor dull her ears 
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you see,” said he, ‘that one course alone is open to us, and you 
must not think hard of us if we take that course.” 

On another occasion we had an opportunity to explain to a 
Turkish judge, at the house of a mutual friend, the mode of 
He professed to admire it. “ But,” said he, “ our 
way too is very good.” ‘TI will tell you,” said we, “ how you 
Turks carry on acase: you, Mr. Judge, ait on your divan, with 
your books around.you. A wealthy Armenian comes to con- 
eult you about a case; and you tell him that the law is against 
him; you even read to him out of the book, which you turn 
down at the page; he then begins to talk about some other 


matters, and all at once exclaims: ‘ By the way, judge, I saw 


| the other day a beautiful white horse, which struck my fancy 


Could not God as easily have sent his angel to open Mary's | 


gate as the prison doors? 
for his children to do 
until he was earnestly asked to do it 


Yes; but he leaves some 4 his work 
He waited to save Peter from prison 
The angel, after he 
had delivered Peter, left him to go alone and tell of his de 
liverance; and God let the waiting-maid answer the knock, so 
that she might know Peter's voice, and leave us the sweet 
example of her joy and her faith. Find out if the class can 
tell what part was the work of the Christians, of Peter, and if 


they can show how we are taught lessons of prayer and of 


trust in God. 


ORIENTALISMS OF THIS LESSON. 
BY H. J. VAN LENNEP, D, D. 


Herod Agrippa, son of Herod the Great, * who had built the 
temple in forty and six years,” received the government of 
Judea from the Emperor Claudius, A. D. 41. He became 
thereby supreme judge of the Jews; and the power of life 
and death, which had for a time been taken away by the Ro- 
mans, was again invested in one who was of their own faith. 

Herod availed himself of this authority to avenge the 
imaginary wrongs of a religion of which he. was a sincere 


though a blind believer; and without trial or form of process, | 


he put James to death simply for the sake of acquiring popu 
larity with the Jews, who reproached him with being of 
Hasmonean race. , 

There were doubtless several prisons in Jerusalem; the one 
with which we are now concerned belonged to the better class 
and was used to confine state prisoners who did not come 
under the jurisdiction of the common judge or the council, but 
were reserved for the decision of the head of the state himself. 
This prison lay in the most strongly fortified part of the city, 
the fortress Antonia, erected against the north-west wall of the 
temple area, and communicating by a gate with the temple 
courts. It was in,this place that the apostle Paul was subse- 





quently confined for safety, having been taken out of the | 


hands of the Jews, “who went about to kill him.” Herod had 


been brought up in Rome, and had adopted many of the | 


Roman customs, especially such as pertained to military affairs. 
Thus the discipline of the army was fashioned after the Roman 
model ; and when an important prisoner was to be carefully 
Koman quaternian of sixteen men, instead of a posse of city 
guards; but not content with chaining the prisoner's right 


hand to a soldier's left, after the Roman mode, he had him | of goat or wild boar’s skin, and fastened with thongs around the 


bound for greater security to two men who ever stood on each | 


side of him 

To an Oriental mind, the narrative which is the subject of 
this lesson is so graphic in its details, and so true to nature, as 
interpreted in the light of modern Oriental life and character, 
a4 to afford remarkable internal evidence of its authenticity 
there is hardly a sentence it contains but might serve as a text 
for the illustration of modern life in the East. We shall ex 
plain only some of the most notable points. 

It is one of the oldest maxims of all governments in the East 
that the subject is the slave of the sovereign, who has power of 
life and death over him and aright toall he possesses. Hence 
no fault is ever found with summary executions, whatever 
be their motive. There are certain processes of law that must 
be observed ; but they are not binding upon the head of the 
state nor to a certain degree upon its higher officers; there is 
even nearly always a very broad margin for the exercise of 
private judgment 

Herod was anxious to please the people of the Jews; and so 
he beheaded James, and fully purposed to execute the apostle 
Peter in a similar manner. Josephus says of him that “he was 
very ambitious to oblige the people, and rejoiced in living with 
good reputation 


| 
| 


| 
| 


so that I bought him; but he is too handsome for your ser- 


vant; in fact he is just the horse for a judge; and if you will 
permit me, I would like to send him to your stable so that I 
‘That 
will do very well,’ you reply ; and so the conversation goes on, 
until you suddenly exclaim: ‘ Let us look at the book again.’ 
You take it up where you had turned down the leaf, and read 


may occasionally have the pleasure to see you ride him.’ 


from the opposite page, showing him that the case is clearly in 
his favor.” The judge exclaimed: ‘ It is so!” and laughing 


immoderately, presently rose to go. His white horse was led 


| up to the door, and as he put his foot into the stirrup, he 


laughed again and said: “ Our mutual friend, your Armenian 
host, gave me this horse!” ‘ And did you read to him the op- 
posite page ?’’ said we. ‘‘ Yes,” he replied, leaping into his sad- 
dle; ‘yes, I did;” and he rode away langhing heartily ;— 
so lightly do most Eastern judges make of the greatest 
crime a man of their station can habitually commit. 

And so Herod, in order to please the people of the Jews, was 
about to add another murder to that he had already com- 
mitted,—neither for money, nor for bribe, but for the sake of 
mere popularity ! 

We now proceed to remark on several points which further 
remind us of the East. 

1. “Gird thyself.’ The garment worn by the men over 
their underclothes resembles a long jacket reaching down to 
the feet; it 1s open in front where it laps over, and is bound 
round with a girdle made of a shawl, which is wound several 
times about the body. This girdle is either taken off or simply 
loosened when people lie down to take rest; and the first 
thing a man does on rising, is to wind and fasten his girdle 
firmly about him, especially if he have to walk or run some 
distance, else it'would slip down and entangle itself in his feet. 
This fact is frequently alluded to in Scripture, and the expres- 
sion has come to have a metaphorical sense, meaning prepara- 
tion for an undertaking. 

2. “ Bind on thy sandals.” Sandals have been very gener- 
ally replaced in large towns by shoes, boots, and slippers, of 
morocco leather, usually red or yellow ; nor do we see any more 
the elaborate sandals of classical celebrity which are carved on 


the statuary of ancient Greece and Rome. Still the very san- 


| dal so often referred to in the Bible is yet worn in many parts 


| of the country and has even spread to Japan; one kind is worn 
guarded, he put him into the hands of a sergeant’s file, a 





| sleeper if need be 
He loved to live continually at Jerusalem, | 


and was exactly careful in the observance of the laws of his | 


country.” This is the language of an admirer, and points out 


the real motive of the king's cruel and wicked course toward | 


the Christians, in perfect agreement 
Scripture 


with the statement of 


We had occasion once to expostulate and argae with the | 


council of a large city in Turkey, composed of all the notables 
of the place, on account of their unjust condemnation of a 
young man, a convert to the gospel, to exile from his native 
town. The governor cut short our long discussion by the fol 
lowing statement: “ Mr. A., the wealthiest man in the city, says 
he will give us a horse load of gold rather than not have the 
man exiled. Are you able tocome upto that?” 
reply; “ I cannot buy justice; that would be wrong.” “ Well then 





| 


* No!" was the | 


by the Aesert Arab, or Bedawy, and is generally made of 
straw ; and similar ones of various materials may be seen in 
Egypt among the country people. Leather sandals are made 
foot and leg, as is done by the peasants of southern Italy. In 
all these cases, the sandal is always loosened on lying down, 
in order to ease the foot, and with certain kinds it takes some 
time to bind it on again. As no stocking is worn a man 
deprived of his sandals or leaving them behind, would have to 


| go barefoot, which is much harder on the pavement of an 


Oriental city than with our own modern sidewalks. Moreover 


shoes and sandals are always taken off upon entering a room; 
—which is either matted or carpeted,—to avoid soiling the | 


place with the dust or mud of the street. People coming from 
a journey have their feet washed by a servant. 
3. “Cast thy garment about thee.” 


loose frockcoat, reaching down to the ankles; it has no buttons 
but is held together with the hands. “Cast thy garment” 
well expresses the looseness of this outer coat or cloak, and the 
manner in which it is first thrown over the shoulders, and 
then the arms are passed into the loose sleeves. 

4. “A damsel came to hearken.”” Every door has a knocker, 
or more commonly one or two rings which are struck ina 
peculiar manner, making a noise loud enough to wake up a 
Before opening, people always _ first 
’ a short conversation takes place for the purpose 
of recognizing the person in the street; for violence and rob 
bery are rife inthose unhappy lands 


“hearken 


Private houses rarely 
have a regular porter; but the servants are about, and attend 
to the door as is most convenient. Menservants do not lodge 
overnight on the premises, where polygamy exists, unless the 
house is large enough to be divided off into distinct men's and 


women’s apartments; and so it happened that the slave girl, 


Rhoda, came to the door and inquired what was wanted at | 


that time of the night 

5. “It is his angel.’ The idea is as prevalent in the East 
now as it was withthe ancient Greeks, that when a man dies, 
his spirit hovers restlessly around the dead body, until the 
This is indeed the chief 


reason why the dead are always buried as soon after death as 


funeral rites have been performed: 


These words refer to a | 
coat, usually of woolen cloth, something like a very long and | 


[Vol. XVIII. No. 49. 








possible,—always the same day. We have known several in- 
' stances of persons who thought they saw their friends ina 
dream or a vision; and in all such cases the appearance and 
voice are claimed to be the exact counterpart of those of the 
dead. No wonder then that poor Rhoda was frightened and 
dared not to open thedoor. The conclusion was irresistible that 
Peter was dead, according to their ideas; but this spiritualism 
soon dropped out of the creed of the primitive church. “ Thou 
| art mad,”’ would still be the Greek expression used on such an 
| oceasion. We should say: “ You are crazy!’ : 

6. “ Beckoning with the hand to hold their peace.” The 
usual way, in the Fast, tostill a crowd, is to stretch the arm 
with the palm down and to wave the hand up and down. 
These waking and watching Christians had run down to the 
door ; some were exclaiming, others were giving thanks, some 
falling on Peter's neck and kissing him,—and some of the 
women very probably fainted away. The apostle thought he 
had staid long enough for this time, and hastened away to 
comfort another company of believers. 

7. “Commanded that they should be put to death.” 
This was according to Roman, not to Jewish, or to Eastern 
law ; but Herod acted irresponsibly and under the influence of 
vexation. The time 1s not long gone by, when the Sultan of 
Turkey would, on suspicion or a false charge, send a 
messenger to take off the head of a pasha or other gran 
dee, and bring it to him, salted for preservation and 
recognition ; and no one thought of attempting resistance 
The messenger sometimes had several such jobs on hi- 
hands and would go round as coolly as though he wer 
transacting commercial business, carrying his bag along and 
filling it as he went. A pasha too had the power to order as 
many executions as his rank allowed him to carry horsetai! 
standards before him. Such things indeed are no longer open 
ly done, though they do not date so far back that we should 
not distinctly remember them; but men and women are now 
as arbitrarily thrown into the Bosphorus or stifled with the 
fumes of charcoal. Herod had doubtless intended to hehead 
Peter ; and when Turkish officers do not particularly care to 
impress foreigners with the idea of their extreme gentlener 
beheading with the sword is still the favorite mode of execu 
tion. This is done either on the spot where the crime was 
committed, or more frequently in the publicsquare,—Meidan,-— 
of acity, notice being extensively given beforehand in order 
to secure a large concourse of people. 


At the appointed hou 
the judge makes his appearance on horseback, often accom 
panied by the city council and notables. A great crowd chokes 
every avenue; the prisoner is led by the police, bound with 
ropes and chains; the executioner is disguised in order not to 
incur the enmity and revenge of the sufferer’s relatives. Th. 
sentence is read; and the executioner, coming behind the pris 





| oner, throws him suddenly upon his face, puts his foot upon 
his back, and severs his head from his body. Thus died Jamee, 
the brother of John; and thus pérished a host of martyrs and 
saints, “‘ of whom the world was not worthy.” 


RHODA. 
BY THE REV. EDWARD C. RAND. 

Rhoda! Rhoda! How she starts up into life out of the 
story in Acts, even as a face out of an old canvas, sharply 
looked at. See her stealing softly to the door and listening 
intently at the little wicket-gate, to find out who is there. 
| Now she is hurrying back in wild, joyous excitement, to tell 
| the astonished group on their knees that Peter is at the door! 
| Happy, rejoicing, enthusiastic disciple! 
| True, her mission was an humble one, just to tell something, 
She didn't let 
That was the angel’s work. She only 
found Peter at the gate. That may have been her accustomed 
work to slip back the little wicket and see who was there. 
Her’s was humble work. 
in that. 
| portant thing; she left Peter standing on the door-step! 
; However, in spite of all defects, even if her great “ gladness’ 
i did upset her self-possession, still she did a blessed work. 
| don’t know as the disciples would have gone to the door at 
all if it hadn't been for Rhoda. She was the only cheerful 
thing about that lugubrious circle, crying, “ It is his angel!” 
She persisted though in her good news, “constantly affirmed 


and tell it joyously; just to be messenger. 
Peter out of prison. 


And it is true she was not perfect 
In the exuberance of her joy, she forgot a very im- 


that it was even so.’ She would have it that there was reason 
to be happy, and got them to the door at last. Blessed 
Rhoda! 

There are many like her in the church to-day, sunny, cheer- 
ful souls who will persist that there is a bright side to Provi- 
They fill a 


Dorcas was one of the leaders 


dence and try to make others zee it humble 


sphere. Rhoda is not Dorcas. 
Dorcas made the “coats and garments’ 

the old clothes that were 
Dorcas put bread on the widows’ tables, Dorcas 
lighted up with a smile the clouded faces of orphans, She had 
a lot of people about her all the time that were pitchers to re 

ceive her bounty, and then became trumpets to sound forth 
her praise. Jt was not the first time that pitchers and trum 

pets going together had done effective service. Dorcas could 
not help her notoriety, She deserved it, and was a most 
; worthy soul, a leader in the early church 


| in the early church 
for the poor. Dorcas “ fixed up” 


| Sent in 











dada 


i 





Dorcas is one of the leaders to-day. She still makes “ coats 
and garments,” or rather in one phase, as president of a great 


sewing-society, she cuts out the coats and garments, and then, | 


sitting like Queen Dido among her maids, majestically dis 
penses them to Mrs. Smith, Mrs. Jones, and other humble souls, 
to be made up. 
neral. 


When Doreas dies, there is sure to be a great fu 
Some great modern apostle is there, and if he can’t re 
store the dead, he delivers a wonderful funeral discourse 
Never you mind, Rhoda. You do a great work also. You 


may just tend the gate to let the folks in and out at the funeral 


but you do it with a face that brings-hope and comfort when | 


everybody else is cast down. Go on with your mission of ‘ glad 
ness.” Persist in saying, “constantly affirm,” that there ‘is 
xeason to hope and be cheerful. Keep on looking at the bright 
side of things, finding out in a time of declension that Peter is 
at the door, that some one desires to come into Christian fel 
lowship. While the church hangs its harp on the willows, 
keep on with your song of cheer. In many little ways, you 
can help brighten a dark path. Dorcas died and had a great 


funeral concourse, and then was “presented alive” to the 


saints and widows.’ Who can say what became of Rhoda, 
kind of had? 


dropped quietly out of the great procession of ‘‘ strangers and 


where she died, or what a funeral she She 


pilgrims,” and no one saw her fall in her obscurity. 

But I know where you are, humble, cheerful, laughing 
Khoda. You are not a handful of dust in some Judean tomb. 
You are living—a happy spirit above, and you are living on 
the earth also in the hearts of those willing to do an humble 
work, willing to do it cheerfully, and who persist in staying 
in the sunshine. 

Salute Rhoda! 





ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 


Acts 12: 1. Herod the king. Herod Agrippa. He was a 
grandson of Herod the Great, and father of the Agrippa men 
tioned in chaps. 25 and 26; was brought up at the court of 
the Emperor Tiberius; received from the ; Sontone Caligula 
the tetrarchies of Philip and Lysanius; won thetitle of king; 
subsequently the tetrarchy of Antipas was added to his domin 
ions; and finally by Claudius he was set over the whole ter 
ritory that had formerly been subject to the rule of Herod the 
Great. He assiduously cultivated the good-will of the Jews. 

—Abbott. 


The accuracy of the sacred writer, in the expressions which 
he uses, is in this case remarkable. There was no portion of 
time for thirty years before, or even afterwards, in which there 
was a king at Jerusalem, a person exercising that authority in 
Judea, or to whom that title could be applied, except the three 
last years of this Herod’s life, within which period the trans- 
action here recorded took place.— Paley. 


V. 2. James. St. James the elder. St. James and St. John 
were the sons of Zebedee (Matt. 10: 2). Thus fell St. James, 
the first of the apostles that gained the crown of martyr- 
dom, cheerfully taking that cup, of which he had long since 


told his Lord that he was most willing to drink (Matt. 
20: 22).— Cave. 


Although the death of the Lord's saints is precious in his 
sight (Psa. 116: 15), the Scriptures employ but few words in 
describing it, and thus distinguish in this mode also the meri 
torious sufferings and the atoning death of Jesus from any 
other case in which an individual dies.— Rieger. 


V. 3. Because he saw. After James had been slain, and 
Agrippa had observed how acceptable his course was in the 
eyes of the people, he at once caused Peter also to be appre- 
hended.— Lechler. 


Days of unleavened bread. Seven in number, during which, 
after killing and eating the Passover, no leaven was allowed in 
Jewish houses (Ex. 12).— Brown. 


V. 4. Four quaternions. A b pr yerneve is a band of four; 
so that the prison guard consisted of sixteen soldiers—Mann. 


The Jews at this time followed the Roman practice of divid 
ing the night into four watches, consisting of three hours each. 
Of the four soldiers employed at the same time, two watched 
in the prison and two before the door ; or perhaps in this case 
were all stationed on the outside.— Hackett. 


After Easter. Literally, after the Passover. It should so 
have been rendered. aster is the name of the festival which 
many Christians keep in commemoration of Christ's resurrec 
tion. Butno such name was then in use, except that the 
— kept a festival in honor of their goddess Eostre, or 
‘enus, in the month of April, and about the same time of the 
Passover. The name, however, though not at all found in the 
original, was used in some of the older versions, and from 
those versions it passed into our present version by express 
order of King James. After the festival days, that is, after the 
21st Nisan, Peter was to have been slain —Jacobus. 


To bring him forth, To 7" and deliver him to the pun- 


ishment of a public death.— Du Veit. 


V. But prayer was made. 
tions, if thou wilt, 


5. Herod, make thy prepara- 
‘ : | 

but they cannot be of avail; they are op- 

i y a powerful Aut, which thou canst not overcome 


sed I 
What tf 


is this But? Apparently less than nothing —mere | 
pravers '— Williger 
God can refuse nothing to a 


praying congregation 


Chi ysostom 
Brotherly love remembers the prisoner.— Leonhardt 


V. 6. ; There was but a step between 
him and death, and yet he could lay him down in peace, and 
sleep; sleep in the midst of his enemies, 
they are awake.— Henry. 


Peter was sleeping 
sleep when, it may be, 


Bound with two chains. The usual custom of the Romans 
was to fasten the prisoner anly to one soldier. 


Special care 
was thus taken of the apostle —Bevan. 


V.7. The angel of the Lord. Not the angel, which always | 
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| designates one and the same person, viz., Jesus Christ himself, 
the angel of the covenant.— Abbott 


V.9. Wist not that it was true. 

a dream, but rose and dressed himself, passed through the sen- 
tries posted at intervals in the prison avenues, through the 
| iron gate leading into the city, and then the angel, having 
discharged his commission, vanished, leaving the freed apostle 

standing in the silent street. Restored to consciousness, he 

| soon apprehended the nature of his deliverance, and made his 


| gathered together praying for him.—(reen, 
V.10. Forthwith the angel departed. Extraordinary deal 
ings of Providence continue no longer than they are necessary 
Starke. 
V.11. Now I know of a surety. He who looks back on 
the way in which God had led him, will, with wonder and 


way to the house of Mary, Mark’s mother, where many were | 


| 


| 


Peter thought himself in 


} 


ILLUSTRATIONS. 


PLEASED BY CRUELTY.—It plaased the Jews to have James 
killed. In 


that age, gladitorial contests in which two men fought to the 





Peter's death would have pleased them further. 


If acombatant was 
disarmed and at the mercy of nis antagonist, it was customary 


death were the most popular amusements. 


for the victor to pause a moment, awaiting the signal to spare 
or to slay the vanquished one. He seldom received the signal 
to spare, and ladies even were foremost in demanding that the 


conquered one be killed. 


Peter's SLEEP.—One of the favorite pictures at the Centen 


| nial Exhibition represented a Christian martyr asleep in his 


adoring gratitude, see many divine purposes, which he did not | ; 
, ; | brute is represented as raging against the bars, anxious to seize 


understand before he reached the end.— Quesnel. 


V. 12. John, whose surname was Mark. 
called simply John in 13: 5, 13; and Mark in 15: 39. He is 
supposed to have been the same Mark whom Peter terms his 
son in | Peter 5: 13, t.e. in a spiritual sense, converted by 
his instrumentaJity. There is no reason for questioning his 
identity with the evangelist who wrote the Gospel of Mark.— 
Hackett. 


V.13. Peter knocked at the door. Suddenly Peter himself, 
delivered by a miracle, knocks at the door of the house, and 
comes to teach them the omnipotence of prayer, which 
were yet slow to believe, as seis incredulity of his presence 
proves. — Pressensé 


Rhoda. How many lofty titles and dignities will hereafter 
be hidden in the dust ! 3ut the names of those, on the 
other hand, who truly love Jesus—of those who give to his 
eople only a cup of cold water, although they may scarcely 
ln been known to the world, or may have seemed to be 
insignificant, will be crowned with eternal honor.— Brandt. 


V.15. It is his angel. Meaning, it isan angel in his shape; 
for it was familiarly received among the Jews that angels 
sometimes assumed the shape of this or that person.—Laghtfoot. 


V.17. To hold their peace. His object was not to prevent 
their being overheard, and so discovered by their enemies, but 
to secure to himself an opportunity to inform them how he had 
been liberated.— Hackett. 


James. The James here mentioned is not the apostle of that 
name, who had already been put to death (v. 2), but the one 
known as the Lord’s brother (Gal. 1: 19), who appears to have 
oceupjed a position of prominence in the church at Jerusalem 
(chap. 15: 13; 21 3; Gal. 2: 9, 12), and whom I believe to 
be one of the brethren of the Lord mentioned in Matt. 13: 55; 
John 7: 5; Acts 1: 14; 1 Cor. 9: 5. Whether he was a real 
brother or a cousin of our Lord, is one of the disputed ques- 
tions in biblical criticism; I believe the former opinion to be 
the only one consonant with Scripture.— Abbott. 





And he departed. Out of Herod’s dominions, to avoid the 
tyrant’s fury; probably to Antioch (Gal. 2: 11), to visit the 
first Gentile church, whose bounty he had so recently shared 
(chap. 11: 29).—Hales. 


The Lord himself permitted and directed his ——- to flee, 
as Peter does on this occasion (Matt. 10: 23). Itis our duty 
| to walk with humility in the way prescribed by Providence.— 

Rieger. 


| But persons like ourselves should be ableto furnish as many 
proofs as Peter could produce, of fidelity and firmness, before 
we appeal to his flight as an example for ourselves.—Brandt. 
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This John Mark is | 


dungeon. Beside him, and separated only by iron bars, is the 


den of the hon to which he is about to be cast. The hungry 
his victim. The fatal hour has come, and the attendant is open 
ing the door from the dungeon into the arena. Beyond are the 
seats crowded with eager spectators, but even the opening of 
the door, and the shining of the sunlight upon the sleeper does 
not awake him. “So he giveth his beloved sleep.” 

Peter's CoorpERATION.—What men can do, God requires 


they shall do. They must plow, sow, reap, prepare food, guard 


| health, develop their powers, and in short do all they can 


they | 





Where they are incompetent, God stands ready to interpose. 
Peter could rise and bind on his sandals, ete., but the divine 
power was needed to open the gates. 


PETER’S DELIVERANCE FROM PRISON, 


[By J. D. Burns, quoted in Arnot’s Church in the House.] 





The apostle slept ; a light shined in the prison, 
An angel touched his side 

“Arise,” he said; and quickly he hath risen ; 
His fettered arms untied 


The watchmen saw no light at midnight gleaming,— 
They heard no sound of feet 

The gates fly open, and the saint, still dreaming, 
Stands free upon the street. 

So, when the Christian's eyelid droops and closes 
In Nature’s parting strife, 

A friendly angel stands, where he reposes, 
To wake him up to life. 

He gives a gentle blow, and so releases 
The spirit from its clay 

From sin’s temptations, and from life’s distresses, 
He bids it come away. 


It rises up, and from its darksome mansion 
It ‘aves its silent flight, 

And feels its freedom in the large expansion 
Of heavenly air and light 


Behind, it hears Time’s iron gates close faintly, — 
[t is now far from them 

For it has reached the city of the saintly, 
The New Jerusalem. 


WORK AND WORKERS. 


estliiiiieatibes 
THE NEW JERSEY CONVENTION, 
BY W. F. SHERWIN. 


The Nineteenth Annual Convention of the New Jersey 
Sunday School Association opened at Salem on Tuesday 
evening, November 16. The local committee had spared 
no pains to make arrangements complete, and had trimmed 
the Broadway Methodist house of worship with evergreen 
mottoes and flowers, in admirable taste. Pleasant homes 


and most generous hospitality were awaiting expected 


guests. The evening was rainy, but the church was well 
filled. Devotional exercises were conducted by the Rev 


A. C. Williams of Salem, a hearty welcome was given to 
the Convention by the Rev. C. W. Heisley, and then the 
President, the Rev. B. C. Lippincott, gave the annual ad- 
dress. Among other points he put this practical question 
“ Why are there not more than five thousand conversions 
annually in this state, which has over two thousand Sunday- 
schools and a hundred and seventy-five thousand scholars ? 
He urged a closer attention to and more devout study of 
the word of God, a return to the old-time custom 
of memorizing Scripture, a more direct and personal style 
teaching, and that we be satisfied with nothing short of 
of the conversion of all in the school 

Next on the programme was a free conference upon the 
question, “Why are we here?” The responses were nu- 
merous, generally showing that people had not come merely 
to be entertained, to have a good time, but had come for 
instruction, for help, for ideas, for practical methods, the 


| adoption of which might help them to carry out the spint 


| of the motto suggested by 


| odist 


the president. of the International 
Convention at Baltimore last y« 


” 


Better Work for Jesus. 
Ht was an interesting and profitable exercise 


ir 


The feature of the evening was an address from the 
Rev. Dr. James M. Freeman, associate editor (with Dr. 


Vincent) of the Sunday School Department of the Meth- 
Church of which I can give 
He looked at the past, the present, and toward the future 
The Sunday-school in its general idea and aim is no new 
thing, but the same object was in view away back to the 


but a meagre outline 
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tame of the Bereans. The schools of forty or fifty years ago 
had not the privileges, helps, appliances, of to-day; but they 
had the same Bible, with perhaps less temptation to spend 
their time on something else. 

We are building a safe superstructure because our fathers 
laid a solid foundation. We have made progress, but have 
by no means reached perfection. No ideal is ever reached 
by one trial, and our present ideal is yet a long way ahead 
of our realization. We are experimenting in order that the 
best plans may be adopted and the worthless cast agide. 
“Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.’ 

In the olden time all was not failure, neither is all suc 
cess now. We have the same word to teach that our 
fathers did, but let us teach it better. All teachers should 
be willing to learn, and be constantly on the lookout for 
anything that may be helpful in any respect. We should 
be awake to the advantages of teachers’-meetings, normal 
classes and institutes. We should be independent—not of 
the truth, but in ourr modes of finding what is truth 
We should think for ourselves, using helps judiciously, but 
not depending too much upon them. Better no helps than 
too many. Learn wisdom from the past, retaining whatever 
is valuable in old methods. When the top stone is laid 
with rejoicings, it will be because the former generations 
laid so well the foundations. 

The address was eminently instructive, and full of praeti- 
cal points well put. 

On Wednesday morning, the cold, disagreeable rain con- 
tinued, but hearts were warm. After devotional exercises, 
conducted by the Rev. W. Reeves, of Salem, the reports of 
county secretaries were in order, and proved unusually 
interesting for two reasons: first, they were commendably 
brief; and, second, they reported a much heavier fruitage 
than ever before, the whole number of conversions for the 
past year being fen thousand three hundred and sixty-one, 
Essex County leading the van with twelve hundred and 
twenty-four, and Morris County coming next with one 
thousand and four. . These returns show gratifying results ; 
and though they are by no means all we could wish, nor 
all that they might be, they are proof that New Jersey 
workers are diligently cultivating the vineyard. 

The experiment of introducing normal work at state 
conventions was now put to test, with a success exceeding 
C. B. Stout, of New 
Brunswick, gave a lesson on ‘The structure of the Bible 
and classification of books.” The interest increasing to the 
close. An animated conversation followed the lesson, in 
which many points of normal work were clearly brought 
out. 


the hopes of the most sanguine, 


The first address of th> afternoon session was by the 
Hon. John Hill, of Boonton, on “Our present needs, and 
how to meet them.” He spoke of the Sunday-school as the 
great lever by which our country was to be lifted to a 
higher level of morality and true religion. He thought 
our greatest need now was a more complete consecration to 
the work on the part of superintendent and teachers, a 
deeper sympathy with the young, and a more faithful and 
prayerful study of God's word. 

During the five-minute addresses which followed the 
address, the following needs were mentioned: (1) more 
piety and higher aims; (2) truer appreciation of the im 
portance of our work, and to be filled with the Holy Spirit; 
(3) better knowledge of the work and more meetings for 
study; (4) A realizing knowledge of our short-comings. 
We fail to be up to our privileges. Every worker should 
be thoroughly fitted to impart knowledge ; (5) pastors need 
a baptism of the Holy Spirit; (6) more laborers who are 
converted ; (7) sympathy of the pastors and church offi- 
cials; (8) financial aid from churches. 

The second normal-lesson, ‘ Bible interpretation, helps, 
and rules,” was taken up, with the Rev. William Harris, 
of Princeton, as leader, the interest in these lessons still 
increasing. A Sunday-school experience meeting followed, 
which not only operated as a safety-valve to surcharged 
hearts, but developed many interesting facts and incidents 
calculated to kindle new zeal and enthusiasm in the work. 

Wednesday evening's service opened with a delightful 
praise-service conducted by Professor William G. Fischer, 
of Philadelphia, who had just arrived, the singing having 
up to this time been mainly led by local talent. Mrs.8. W. 
Clark, of Newark, was introduced, and gave an admirable 
illustration of primary-class teaching, using the lesson of 
Philip and the Eunuch, and answering questions upon 
methods of instruction 

The Rev. Dr. W. M. Taylor, of New York, then gave a 
grand address upon “ Qualities of efficiency in Sunday- 
school teaching,” which needs to be reproduced in full in 
order not to lose \ts qualities of efficiency; and it ought to 
be issued in tract form, and placed in the hands of every 
teacher. 

Thursday morning’s devotional exercises were led by 
Professor Fischer, and were fervent and spiritual. Presi- 


‘“ The Sunday-school and missionary work.” 
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dent B. C. Lippincott being obliged to leave for home on 

account of revival meetings in his church, the chair was oc- | 
cupied by Ex-President C. B. Stout. The officers’ reports | 
are not given herewith in full because they will be printed | 
in the minutes. The Treasury showed a balance on hand | 
of $41.39. There are 1,775 schools in the state, with 19,326 | 
teachers and nearly 170,000 scholars. | 

The report from the Board of Managers of the Ocean 
Grove Assembly showed that the experiment was a com- 
The Rev. A. Proudfit 
reported from the lower district of the state that a com- 
mittee of five had been appointed to arrange for an Assem- 
bly at Pitman Grove next summer. 

The third normal lesson was taken up under the leader- 
ship of S. W. Clark; subject, ‘““How to teach a lesson,” | 
using text leaf from the Training Class Series prepared by 
J. Bennet Tyler. The Rev. John Abbott French, of 
Morristown, then gave a deeply interesting address on 
He thought 
the future of the cause of missions lay with the Sunday- | 
schools. Children should be taught to do something, not | 
merely to receive. 


plete and most gratifying success 


Our missionaries should be educated in | 
the Sunday-school. Unite Sunday-school teaching with | 
missionary zeal. Christ began his mission with the sweet 
invitation, ‘ Come unto me, all ye that labor;” but he closed 
it with the command, “Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature.” If the spedker were a black- 
board artist, he would put it something like this :— 

30D 

ORDER——-G@O. 

A strong appeal was made that we aid the missionary 
cause by work, means, influence, teaching, and prayers. 

W. F. Sherwin here gave an illustrated lecture’on Bible- 
readings, with examples of different methods by which 
they may be made intensely interesting and useful. a, 

In the afternoon Mrs. Clark gave a conversational lecture | 
in the Sunday-school room upon “ Infant-class work,” while | 
in the main body some routine business was transacted, and | 
the following officers were elected : 

President, the Rev. William Harris, of Princeton; Vice- 
Presidents, V. M. W. Suydam, New Brunswick; A. Jame- 
son, Bricksburg; Rev. Dr. Thomas Hanlon, Pennington ; 
Corresponding Secretary, 8S. W. Clark, Newark; Recording 
Secretary, George T. Lain, Mattawan. Executive Com- 
mittee: W. F. Sherwin, Chairman, Newark; A. M. Tred- 
well, Madison ; W. M. Patton, Camden; Dr. G. W. Bailey, 
Winonah; S. A. McGregor, Paterson; Professor W. 
Williams, Hackensack; C. B. Stout, New Brunswick. 

A “Sectional Conference” was held, in which difficulties 
in the Sunday-school work were presented as follows: 





| 


| 
| 
| 
j 


| are from 2 Chronicles, Daniel, and Jeremiah. 


| to be considered 


| of the young in the truths of God's word will follow him 





“Troubles of the pastor,” by the Rev. J.S. Heisler, of Bridg- 
ton; “ Tribulations of the superintendent,” by A. Jameson ; 
“ Discouragements of the teacher,” by J. M. Meeker, State 
Secretary of the Young Men’s Christian Association. 

The fourth normal lesson was taken up with the Rev. G 
K. Morris, of Camden, as leader. Topic: “The week-day 
work of the Sunday-school teacher.” 

The storm having ceased at the time for the closing ses- 
sion, there was need of preparation for an overflow-meeting ; 
and it came, filling the church to suffocation, and packing the 
Baptist Church, nearly opposite. At the latter place, C. B. 


i 4 : . ‘ | 
Stout presided, and it was made a children’s meeting, with | The question he asked about every sermon and lesson was, ‘ Does 


| spirit of the sanctuary. 


(Vol. XVIII. No. 44. 








ing with various church festivals. ‘“ All these requests,” 
writes one of the Committee, ‘were patiently considered, 
and heeded so far as the plan marked out for the Committee 
and as the wishes of the greater number would admit.” 

A scheme of lessons for 1878 suggested by the English 
brethren co-operating with the American committee was of 


| service in the completion of the lesson selections for that 


year. For the first six months of 1878 the chosen lessons 
For the last 
half of the year they are from the Gospel of Luke. 

On motion of the Rev. Dr. A. L. Chapin, the following 
minute was adopted in regard to Hon. Henry P. Haven, 
who departed this life on Sunday morning, the 30th of 
April last. 

Since it has pleased our heavenly Father by sudden death to 
remove from the fellowship and counsels of this Committee our 
much-esteemed brother, the Hon. Henry P. Haven, it is due to 


| him and to our own feelings that we put on our records this tribute 


to his memory 

By his life-long devotion to Sunday-school work Mr. Haven had 
attained both wisdom and eminence in this department of Christian 
service. The two schools in New London, Conn., with which for 
nearly forty years he was connected, most of the time as superin- 


| tendent, were in many respects model schools, and have yielded 


much precious fruit of divine grace. A regular attendant at the 
state and national Sunday-school conventions, he brought his own 
rich experience into their deliberations. As a member of the conven- 
tion which in 1872 adopted the plan of uniform international les- 
song, he advocated the measure with earnestness, and, as a member 
of this Committee, entered with enthusiasm into the work of carry 
ing it out. He was present at every meeting of the Committee 
except the last, when he was absent from the country, and always 
brought in the fruit of previous study on the portions of Scripture 
Sadly we miss his presence to-day ; his beam 
ing face, his genial spirit, his wise suggestions earnestly pressed 
and his cheerful deference to the opinions of others to secure har- 
We grieve that he can be with us no more. But 
it is a lasting joy that we have known him in this delightful 
association, so true and faithful to the great ends aimed at, and 
that we may believe that his works for the practical instruction 


mony of views. 


Assured 
of his acceptance and welcome to the joys of his Lord, we thank God 
for the life he was permitted to live, culminated, we may not say 
cut short, by a blessed euthanasia; and we would feel the influence 
of his example stimulating us in every good work to continue 
faithful unto death. 





A LONDON CONVENTION. 


At the autumnal convention of Sunday-school teachers, 
held on the last Tuesday in October, in the City Temple, 
London, the Rev. Dr. Joseph Parker presided 

As reported in the London Sunday School Chronicle, Dr. 
Parker insisted that it was a teacher’s duty to teach the 
word of God, and not to teach his own surmises or opinions. 

He had often spoken against clever sermons so-called, and what 
applied to clever sermons applied equally to clever lessons. He de- 
tested a sermon that was merely clever—it was an outrage upon the 
The temptation of the young people was 
towards cleverness,” originality, sparkle, and, properly governed 
and disciplined, its tendency was right; but let them beware of 
mere cleverness, mere sharpness. What he disliked quite as much, 
was taking words in the Bible out of their proper connection, and 
making them say what the Holy Ghost never meant them to say 
The matter might be good, the things said about the text excellent, 


| but if they did not belong to the text they ought not to be used 


abundance of speakers, and good singing, led by Professor | 
Fischer, who kindly vibrated between the two houses. At | 


the Methodist Church the children were cared for during 
the first hour, and then the convention proper regained pos- 
session, to listen to an address from the Rev. Dr. Thomas 
Hanlon, of Pennington, on “The proper aim of the Sunday- 
school teacher,” which was a good, sensible, well-put talk. 
A few parting words, a prayer, and closing song, and ‘the 
convention regretfully adjourned. 

Owing to the location of the place of meeting, the attend- 
ance from the state at large was not equal to former years; 
but no convention has been superior in honest work, har- 
monious action, and spiritual tone, and guests have never 
been better cared for. The local committee deserve great 
credit for the perfection of their arrangements, and the citi- 
zens of Salem for their unbounded hospitality 
Paterson will try to equal them 


INTERNATIONAL LESSON COMMITTEE. 


| 
Next vear, | 





| 
| 


At the meeting of the International Lesson Committee, in | 


New York City, on Wednesday, November 15, there were 
present the Rev. Drs. Vincent, Newton, Hall, Randolph, 
and Chapin, and Messrs. Gillett, Tyler, and Macallum ; also 
Colonel Franklin Fairbanks, of St. Johnsbury, Vt., newly 
elected to the Committee to fill the vacancy occasioned by 
the death of Hon. Henry P. Haven. 

Numerous requests were received that the Committee 


should select more lessons in the line of missionary and | gave the best help, and this was proved by 
temperance and second-advent teachings, or in special keep- | keep on this ground, and they could not be 





it come out of the text?” 
was a good lesson 


If the lesson was faithful to the text, it 
But to take a text and draw conclusions with 
which the text had no connection was not teaching, it was corrup 
tion, it was lying 

Dr. Parker then went on to urge his hearers to keep to those 
parts of the Bible they understood, and to be very cautious how 
they went into provinces where they were strangers. Let them 
not attempt much in the way of answering objections. The objec 
tion might be remembered when the answer was forgotten. Both 
in the pulpit and in the school let something be left to be settled in 
the future. Do not let us anticipate eternity and do the work of 
five million ages hence now, because it could not be done. Besides, 
the greatest and truest life of man was not lived in the mere intel- 
lect; it was lived in the heart, in the keeness and purity of our 
feeling, in the loftiness and godliness of our desires. Feed the in- 
tellect certainly. ‘In understanding be ye men;” but when we 
come before the sacred and appalling mysteries of the infinite king- 
dom of God, we should know that the spirit of childhood was best, 
that to pray was better than to argue, and to love God was the su- 
preme wisdom. If he had to be saved because of his ability to 
answer every question, then there was no salvation for him. But if 
God would be pitiful to him and-merciful because of his wish to 
know him and love him, and serve him there, even for the chief of 
sinners there was hope. Like themselves he was a teacher, and as 
a teacher there was three things upon which he could always rely, 
and no man could shake him when he stood upon those things 
The first was “ Life is short.’’ The second, “ Life needs help.” The 
third, “ The best help in life is to be found in Christ.’ Those three 
things had saved him in many a controversy, given him hope in 
many a gloomy and sad hour Life is short,’’ so he had no time 
for vain inquiry and foolish speculation Life needs help,” so it 


was not independent, self-contained, and self-subsisting. Christ 
experience. Let them 
shaken 
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December 2, 1876,] 


_THE SUNDAY GORCOL TEMES. 





THE NEW YORK TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION, 


At the annual meeting of the New York Sunday School 


‘Teachers’ Association, at the Fourth Avenue Presbyterian | 
Church, on Monday evening, November 20, E. C. Wilder 


was chosen president; G. W. Vanderlip secretary ; and C. B 
Lage treasurer. The Rev. Dr. Deems gave a lecture 

1 “The Bible and Modern Seience.” According to the 
Tribune, 


The two greatest things known to men, the speaker said, were 
Nature and the Bible. With these two, man could do everything 
Nature gave him, practically, his livelihood 
intellectually it gave him science. The Bible gave him theology for 
his intellectual nature, and religious light for his practical guid 
ance. It was conceded on both sides that neither {the Bible nor 
Nature] waseternal. They must havehada beginning. They were 
created. If the creator of nature and the creator of the Bible 
were two and unequal, one must be greater than the other 
superior. But this Bible was as wonderful as the starry heavens, 
and there must have been some inherent power given it by which 
it might obtain the wondrous mastery it holds over all other books. I 
fear from scientific investigation. Theologians had shown too much 
trepidation in regard to the results of scientific study and theoriz 
ing, and fear lest the theories of nature and their theories of the 
Bible should not agree. Most profound thanks were due to Darwin 
and Huxley, and Tyndall for what they had done in making many 
things clear that before were dark, but the speaker did not feel bound 
to tie his theological car to their scientific locomotive, or to trouble 
himself about points upon which they were not themselves agreed 
Theology was not fixed any more than was science, but was ever chang- 
ing. At the same time each was entirely independent of the other 
The great difficulty in the past has been that some theological theory 
had been tied to science, or some scientific theory to theology. When 
one had gone down the other had suffered. The theologians should 
follow their independent course of investigation, the scientists theirs 
When natural theories should have been so thoroughly demon 
strated that there was no difference of opinion among the followers of 
science, then would ‘be the time for Christians to acce pt their teach 
ings, not before. Up to date there was not one single commonly 
accepted scientific fact that prevented the speaker from preaching 
the gospel as he found it revealed in the divine pages. When such 
u time did come, it would be soon enough to have fear as to the 
result 





BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


Hache 

The Skeleton in Armor. By Henry Wadsworth Long- 
fellow. With illustrations. Boston: 
Co.—It seems strange that this poem of Mr. Longfellow’s 
has not been chosen for illustration long before 
He has written nothing more original, more bold, or more 
breezy, and nothing in which each stanza and line so 
promptly brings up a picture to the reader’s eye. But the 
volume is so thoroughly satisfactory in every way that we 
are glad the publishers have waited until now before giving 
it to us. No detail has been neglected in the manufacture 
of the book. The type is of the style type-founders call 


clearly as the lettermg upon a new coin. 
has a page to itself; and around its eight lines is ar- 
ranged a decorated border printed in maroon, enshrining 
and sometimes intertwining the text. 
designed by Mr 


Each stanzas 


These borders are 
S. Ipsen, an artist whose name has not 


James R. Osgood & | 


this time. | 


' 
| Young girl, whose silent countenance is full of the trust and | slightest degree sensational. They 


storm. 





The h he cm forms his counterpart, being a sweet 








T79 


They 


are thoroughly interesting without being in the 
are made up of inci- 


love that afterward led her to fly her father and brave the | dents which come home to the actual temptations and weak- 


dangers of the sea for her lover's sake. We should add that | 


| the volume contains, besides Miss Hallock’s designs and Mr. 


! 


| the old “ 


and it | 
will be necessary to wait ten thousand years to see which god was | 


of discourses on the subjects sus 


was a work in which implicit faith might be reposed without any Gospels appointed by his church ( the Lutheran) to be read on 


| place among the pulpit orators of this city 


Ipsen’s borders, an engraving of the Round Tower at Newport, 
drawn by E. A. Abbey. As for the poem itself, we have 
read it through with new enjoyment, in this its sumptuous 
dress. [ft is now full forty years since it first appeared in 
Knickerbocker.”’ It is, , of imagination 
all compact. No critic who has ever read it will be able to 
say, as is so damagingly remarked of other eminent bards, 
that Mr Longfellow is a sober and accurate versifier, but 
lacking in the poetic quality. (For sale by J. B. Lippincott 
& Co.) 


in truth 


Lectures on the Gospels, for the Sundays and Chief Fes- 
tivals of the Church Year. By Philip A. Seiss, D.D 
Philadelphia: Lutheran Bookstore; Smith, English & Co.— 
The object of Dr. Seiss in this work was to prepare a series 
ggested in those portions of the 


the Sundays and the chief religious festivals of the year. As 
the portions thus selected contain some of the most precious 
passages in the gospels, and the selection was made after 
much care and study, with a view to the indoctrination of 
the church systematically and statedly in the great doc- 
trine of the Christian faith, Dr. Seiss thought it wise 
during one entire year to found his weekly sermon on the 
portion of the Gospel assigned for that day, instead of 
choosing his text at random. The result has been the 
which compose this large and comely 
Of Dr. Seiss’s gifts as a writer and preacher it is 
har@ly necessary to speak 


sixty-seven discourses 
volume. 
He has long held a conspicuous 
The discourses 


here presented are replete with doctrine on almdst every 


variety of duty connected with the Christian life; and 
although here and there may be doctrines which do not 
command the assent of all readers, no reader can be insen- 
sible to the clearness and force with which the Doctor every- 
where sets forth his views, or to the manifold graces of 
rhetoric with which he makes his most 
casual thoughts attractive. 


diction and of 


In and Out of Doors with Charles Dickens. By James 
T. Fields. Boston: James R. Osgood & Co.—When Charles 
Dickens was last in this country, Mr. James T. Fields, who 
was then the senior partner of the house which the great 
novelist was pleased to call his authorized representatives 
in America, saw more of him than any other of his Ameri- 
can friends. Mr. Dickens was much in Boston, and when 
there was much with Mr. Fields. Now that Dickens is 
dead, and the only biography of him is John Forster's un- 
satisfactory work, we are glad that so bright a chapter in 
his life has been preserved to us by Mr. Fields’s enthusiasm 


and intimate acquaintance with his cheery disposition and | 
a | manly English habits. 
Old English, and each letter stands out upon the page as | i wali 

| which 


The contents of this little book, 
appears in the now favorite Vest-Pocket Series 


|of its publishers, originally appeared in The Atlantic 


hitherto been familiar to us, but who, by his delicacy and | : . * é 
; | nephew of the writer’s whom he frequently dragged into the 


taste, will be remembered hereafter. Whether or no he is 
of Norwegian birth, as his name would seem to imply, he 
has certainly succeeded in interpreting the poet's spirit 
with a skill which is unexceptionable. 

the covers are appropriate and beautiful ; 
of the copy before us suggests at once the cold steel-color 
of some armorial suit. 
which are the principal feature of the book. _ ‘ge are 
drawn by Mary A. Hallock and engraved by A. J. 8. An- 
thony, to whom no other living American engraver seems to us 
equal. Miss Hallock has never essayed success in so wide a 
field as that offered by ‘‘ The Skeleton in Armor.” Hitherto 
her chief successes have’ been in delineating modern domestic 
interiors, and in portraying young girls of a pensive and sen- 
timental, or even religious, cast. In Whittier’s “ 
tin,” published last year, she drew the scenes of a simple 
New England love-making in the elder day ; here she turns 
to a viking and a Norse maiden, and in the course of the 
story 1s compelled to include in her pictures martial inte 
riors and wild marine episodes. Her 


The designs upon 


success has been 
marked, and there is not:a failure in the series of seventeen 
designs. The figure of the viking, which forms the first of 
her pictures, unites strength with repose. The next one, a 
boy with a falcon, is pretty and winning, which is all it 
needs to be. The snow effect in the third engraving is not 
strained, and the ice really looks translucent. In depicting 
her hero, Miss Hallock makes him ever more refined than 


his companions, though he may be surrounded with a lot of 


wassailing comrades, or engaged in breasting an angry ocean | desire to see 





and the dull blue | 


Mabel Mar- | 


their kind, 


Monthly, and were then reissued in the author’s enter- 
taining “Yesterdays with Authors.” At first they 
were marked by certain mannerisms, which did not 


prove precisely popular, among which was a superfluous 


narrative as “My dear Jack.” In their present corrected 


form, however, the reminiscences are thoroughly enjoyable. 


Our Western Border One Hundred Years Ago. 
and compiled by Charles McKnight. 


Written 
Philadelphia: J. C. 


2 ; | McCurdy & Co.—We are treated in this volume to wild 
We speak last of the illustrations, | 3 


adventures, desperate conflicts, hairbreath escapes, harrow- 
ing recitals of suffering, deeds of daring, biographies of 
famous pioneers, and sketches of life and society in the 
early settlements; and they 
though plain and circumstantial, as befits the subject, is 
nevertheless both graphic and stirring. This book is cer- 
tainly an improvement on the trashy serial ‘‘ romances” 
with which youthful cormorants of the impossible are wont 
to gorge themselves to their mental demoralization. Here 
they will find both redskin and pioneer painted ingthe rug 
ged colors of reality, and danger and hardship set forth in 
the fullness of their own uninviting characteristics: and 
withal a work that is thoroughly interesting 
illustrated 


The volume 


is strikingly 


Uncle Joe's Thanksgiving. By Julia Mathews. The 
Broken Mallet. By Joanna H. Mathews. New York 
Robert Carter & Brothers.—We put these two books thus 
together, not only because they are by sisters, but because 


there is hardly anything good we can say of one book that 
Both books are excellent of 
and they are of a kind which we most earnestly 
multiphed 


will not be true of the other. 





| 
| 
| 











| Tux Lure or Jonn Locke. 


Their tone is healthy and bracing. | 


; ‘ ; | Poems or PLaces. 
are written in a style which, | 


nesses of ordinary children. It would hardly be possible 
for girls and boys to read such books as these without ‘be- 
ing benefited by them. The authors, in the preparation 
of such books, are certainly doing a good work for their 
generation. (For sale by thé Presbyterian Board of Publi- 
cation.) 


The Theory of Sound in its Relation to Music. By Pietro 
Blaserna. New York: D. Appleton & Co.—This last 
volume in the International Scientific Series is up to the 
high average of that library. It occupies the middle ground 
between a disquisition on the laws of sound arid a scientific 
treatise on music; concerning itself with either only so far 


as the other is affected. The science of acoustics has made 


. 
great progress within a few years, and Professor Blaserna, 
- - 


who belongs to the Faculty of the University of 
summarizes some of its results in this volume. 
however, music does not necessarily 


Rome, 
Of course, 
profit thereby 
mholtz analyzes sound. 
The author, though an Italian, treats Wagner very respect- 
fully. (For sale by Claxton, Remsen, & Haffelfinger.) 
Edina. By Mrs. Henry Wood. Philadelphia: T. B. 
Peterson & Brothers.—Mrs. Wood, like Mrs. Mulock Craik, 
has been living for years on one great success; and, 
naturally, the qualities which made “ East Lynne” so ex- 
ceptionally popular are repeated in her subsequent books. 
This story is not a poor one, possessing, as it does, interest, 
vigor, and a well-developed plot. Of course it is unduly 
sensational, and its characters are such as one does not ex- 
pect to find outside of Mrs. Wood’s title-page 
Water Lilies. New York: The National Temperance 
Society and Publication House.—This is one of the earliest 
and one of the prettiest holiday books for young children 
that has come to our notice. 


for a 
Paganini does not arise when a Hel 


very 


and “ Finis.” 


The octavo cover is a dainty 
specimen in its line, and the two hundred pages of short 
stories and poems, and well-executed pictures, have a clear, 
crystal attractiveness, like the healthful beverage the So- 
ciety advocates. The book will give pleasant afternoons to 
the little folks. (For sale by Garrigues Brothers.) 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


— books received will be promptly noticed under this head. The 
interests of our readers will guide us in making further notice.] 


Tue Houy Bratz. The Sunday-school Teachers’ Edition. 
ences; maps; index gf persons, places and subjects ; 
of Seripture proper names; Cruden’s Concordance condense 
— tables; notes, and other helps to study. Pearl, 16mo, mo- 
rocco. New York: T. Nelson & Sons, Oxford Edition. 


A Homeric Dictionary. For use in Schools and Colleges. 
German of Dr.Georg Autenrieth. Translated by 
Ph.D. 12mo, pp. 337. Cloth, $1.50 New York: 
(For sale by J. B. Lippincott & Co.) 


An Anecpotr Biocrapuy or Percy Byssue SHELLEY. 
Henry Stoddard. 
New York: 
cott & Co.) 





With refer- 
a dictiona: 


From the 
»bert T. Keep, 
Harper & Brothers. 


Edited by Richard 
(Sans-souci Series.) l6mo, pp. 20. Cloth, $1.50. 
Scribner, Armstrong, & Co. (For sale by J. B. Lippin- 


Puitie Noian’s Frienps. A Story of the Change of Western Empire, 
By Edward E. Hale. Illustrated. 12mo pp. 395. Cloth, $1.75. 
New ow Scribner, Armstrong, & Co. (For sale by J. B. Lippin- 
cott & Co. 


My Scuoors anp Scnooimasters: or, The Story of My Edueation. By 
Hugh Miller. I2mo, pp. 537. Cloth, $1.50. New York: Robert 
Carter & Brothers. (For sale by the Presbyterian Board of Publi- 
cation.) 


Tue Tiny Rep Nient-cap, and other Stories. By A. L.O. E. Illus- 
trated. l6émo, pp. 156. Cloth. New York: Robert Carter & Broth- 
ers. (For sale by the Presbyterian Board of Publication.) 


Tue Boys or 76. A History ofthe Battles of the Revolution. By Charies 
Carleton Coffin. Llustrated. 8vo, BP. 398. Cloth, $3.00. New York 
Harper & Brothers. (For sale by J. B. Lippincott & Co.) 


Tue Anunpet Morro. A Novel. By Mary Cecil Hay. (Library of Select 
Novels, No. 472.) 8vo, pp. 167. Paper, 75 cents. New York: Har- 
per & Brothers. (For sale by J. B. Lippincott & Co.) 


Tue Trvant Kirren, and Other Stories. By A. L.O. E. Illustrated. 
16mo, pp. 154. Cloth. New York: Robert Carter & Brothers. (For 
sale by the Presbyterian Board of Publication.) 


Fritrz’s Vicrory, and Other Stories. By A. L.O. E. Wlustrated. 
Cloth, New York: Robert Carter & Brothers. 


16mo, 
pe 152. 
by the Presbyterian Board of Publication. 


(For sale 


Edited by Henry W. Longfellow. (Scotland, Vol. 1.) 
l6mo, pp. 246. Cloth, $1.00. Boston: James R. Osgood & Co. (For 
sale by Claxton, Remsen, & Haffelfinger.) 


Tares From Two Hemispuerrs. By Hjalmar Hjorth Boyesen. 
p. 283. Cloth, $1.25. Boston: James R. Osgood & Co. 
»y Claxton, Remsen, & Haffelfinger.) 


By Ralph Waldo Emerson. 


12mo, 
(For sale 


NATURE. 


(Vest-pocket Series.) 18mo, p 
93. Cloth, 50 cents. Boston: James R. Osgood & Ceo. (For oe 
by Claxton, Remsen. & Hatfelfinger.) 
Tue Gotp or CuIckaREE. By Susan and Anna Warner. 12mo, pp. 426. 
Cloth, $1.75. 


New York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons. 
ton, Remsen, & Hatfelfinger.) 

By H. R. Fox-Bourne. 
574, Cloth, $5.00. New York 
J. B.Lippineott & Co. 


(For sale by Clax- 


2 vols. 


8vo, pp. 488, 
Harper & Brothers. 


(For sale by 


On, WHY SHOULD THE Sprrit oF MorraL BE Provp. By William Knox. 
Designs by Miss L. B. Humphrey. Sq. lzmo. Cloth, $2.00. Boston: 
Lee & Shepard. 


Winwoop Curr; or Oscar, THE Sartor’s Son. By Daniel Wise, D.D. 


(Winwood CliffSeries.) l6mo, pp. 314. Cloth, $1.25. Boston: Lee 
& Shepard 






Pewitr’s Nest Serres. 


By Miss Martha Finley 
each. Cloth, $3.00. 


12 vols. 32mo, pp. 64 
Philadeiphia : 


Presbyterian Board of Publica 


tion. 
Lire For a Loox. By the Rev. A. H. Holloway. Sq. 16mo. pp. 62. 
Paper. New York: The Author’s Publishing Company. 


Fiaxie Frizaziz. By Sophie May. 
182. Cloth, 75 cents. Boston: 

Netty Kinnargp’s Kinopom. 
Cloth, $1.50. Boston 


(Flaxie Prize Stories.) 
Lee & Shepard. 

By Amanda M. Douglas. 
Lee & shepard. 


16mo, pp. 


l2mo, pp. 362. 
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BUSINESS DEP: ARTMENT. 


8. Annie Frost gives us a splendid gift- 
book at a low price, illustrated with sixteen 
full-page silhouettes, sure to satisfy the de- 
mand for a large-print book, for young chil- 
dren, full of pictures, $1.25 
The American 


; postage 10 cents. 
Tract Society get it out in 
It is called “ A Happy Summer,” 
the 1512 
Phila 


good style. 
can be had 
Chestnut Street, 


and at Depository, 


Wis 


ull the samples and circulars issued by the 


advise Sunday-school workers to get 


International Sunday-school Supply Com- 


pany, 36 Bromfield Street, Boston. They 
can then judge intelligently .as to the bes? 
things to be secured. Mr. Shute offers a 
great variety of lesson papers and other 


periodicals for 1877, and his prices are always 


reasonable. (uestion-books, Singing-books, 
Library -books. Class-books, 
and all other kinds of Sunday-school helps, 
ld Street, 
advertisement in another col 


Record be 0ks, 


obtained from 36 Bromfie 
The 


umn is devoted principally to periodicals, 
but Sunday-school workers need not hesitate 


can be 


Joston 


to send for information on any department 
Mr. Shute 
has had experience for several years past | 


of Sunday-school machinery. 


both as a Sunday-school superintendent and | 


w dealer in all kinds of Sunday-school ma 
terial 


SPECIAL NOTICES. 


Tuere is nothing like leather Shoes with a SIL- 
VER TIP for children. They never wear through at 
the toes. Also try Wire Quilted Soles, 


Saratooa Sprinas in WINTER.— 
to Dr. Strong’s Remedial Institute, with circular 
describing its Turkish, Russian, and Electrical 
Baths, ete., will be sent on application. Nervous 
Lung, Female, and Chronic Diseases a specialty. 


Reasons for going 


ImporTANT TO Pensons Visiting New York OR THE 
CenTenntaL.—Grand Union Hotel, opposite Grand 
Central Depot. Baggage taken to and from this 
depot to Hotel free. 350 elegant rooms. Elevator. 
European plan. Restaurant, supplied with the beat. 
Prices moderate. Cars and stages 8 this Hotel 
for all parts of the city, and to Philadelphia Depot 
for Centennial 


ANTED: A boy to take a working 
7“ omeeus vin r. 
sary. . RODN 
Street, ye Yor k. 


The best always cheapest. 50 assorted 

CARDS | visiting or all stvlea, finely 
printed, 2 12 elegant samples for 

$e ane. Unequaled offers to agents. Circulars 
free. New Year’s Cards, pape for 3c. stamp. J. A. 


MORRILL, («k) Fuvron, N. 


HOLIDAY GIFTS. 


A large assortment of Children’s Books. 
Also, Bibles and Prayer Books at REDUCED 
PRICES for Holiday Presents. 


RICHARD McCAULEY'S, 
1316 CuEstNuT STREET. 


HOLIDAY GOODS. 
TURNER. ANDREWS & CO. 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


POCKET BOOKS, 


NO. 702 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA. 
HAPPY NEW YEAR. 


Sp lendid Holiday Novelties! New Year's Stories; 
New Year's Presents; New Year's Pictures; New 
Year's Music; New Year's Cabinet Gems; New Year's 
Chromos; New Year's Poetry; New Year's Chromo 
Bookmarks; New Year's Household; New Year's 
Fashions ; New Year's Greetings, and other Holiday 
Novelties, with rare Literary Gems and Full-size 
Patterns, in the Splendid Holiday January Number 
of Demorest’s Montuty Macagine, 25 cents, post 
free. Yearly, $3, with a Splendid Premium. Do 
not fail tosee or send for the January Number, with 
the beautiful Cabinet and Artistic Oil Chromos, 
worth several times the cost of the Magazine. Sold 
everywhere 


PLENTY OF MONEY 


POR THE 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL 


Can be raised in one week by supplying your schol- 
ore with = new Pocket Collection and Savy- 
IN TWO 


500, 00 WEEKS! 


om 4 SCHOOL 
a E— ee to any part of the United States, 


interest in 
Pluck the ouly caPital neces- 
AN, Ship St. Mary's, foot E. 23rd 


RAISED OVER @) 
per hundred. Send stamp for sample. 
M. W. SMITH & CO 


140 La Salle St., Chicago. 


SUND AY 


THE 
CONFECTIONERY.  F 
For Fine Confections. For Chocolate and Cocoa. | 


GS @ 


Two MEDALS AWARDED and the HIGHES 
DIPLOMAS by the Judges United States = 
ternial Commission to 


Stephen F. Whitman 


& SON, 


Manufacturers of the 


FINEST CONFECTIONS, 


Chocolate and Cocoa, 





For family for 
school celebrations. 


S. W. Cor. 12th and Market Sts.. 


PHILADELPHIA, 


CORNUCOPIA 


MVHE most attractive Cornu- 

copia ever offered for Sun- 
lay-school Festivals and Christ- 
nas Trees. Ifandsomely illus- 
trated. They fold flat for 
transportation, and we are en- 
abled to forward them by 
mail to any address without 
danger of damage. 


use, presents, or for Sunday- 








Send stamp for price list and 
sample to 


CORNELL & SHELTON, 
P.O. Box 877, 
BIRMINGHAM, CONN. 





A Hreury Poutsnep NicKEL-PLATED 
PUZZLE KEY RING 
Same as sold by us at the Centennial.) 
with ae name and address cut on for 
25 cents. J.T. Hriryer, 306 Broadway, N. Y. | 


IVINS’ — HAIR CRIMPERS. 


Adopted by all Queens of Fashion. Retailers su 
lied “ any wholesale Notion House in New Yor 
*hiladelphia, or Boston. Manufactured only by E. 
IVINS, 2903 North Fifth Street, Philadelphia. Send 
for Circular. 


| 





$5 SELF-INKING “ BEST” 
Printing Press, with outfit, $6.50; $7 
Self-Inking “BEST,” with outfit, $10. 
Rotary Job Press Chase, 5x8, #45. Send 
stamp for Catalogue, (no postal cards.) 
H. Hoover & Co., 50 N. 9th st., Phila: 


100 DECALCOMANIE PICTURES, 

60 cts. ; highly colored and beantiful ; easily 

transferred mf any object.. 50 Gem Chromos, 

60 60 Embossed Pictures, 50 ets ; choice 

pom my of either 10 cts, Chromos, Steel Engravings, Photo- 

A Sener T yo , Perforated Mottoes, Games, &c. 

AU AX FLOWER MATERIAL.—Box of Material and Instruc- 

tions for making several fine vines of ri Leaves, 50 cts. 32 

page catalozue free with evety order. All post-paid, A;ents 
anted. J. L. PATTEN &CO., 162 Willi jam St. New ¥ ork. 


ATTEN TION 


If you desire to purchase 
&@ piano, or an organ, or ex- 
change an old instrument for 
a new one, you will find it to your advantage 
to send for a Catalogue and terms to J. 
FRENCH & CO., Piano Warerooms, 20 East Four- 
teenth Street New York. 


’ 












Do you want to 
Seat your Chapel? 
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SCHOOL TIMES. 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


NEW CHRISTMAS CAROLS 
AND ANTHEMS. 


A fine assortment of handsomely bound Music 
Books ; also Music Rolls, Cases and Folios for sale 
by 

WILLIAM H. BONER & CO., AGENTS, 
No. Mm N02 Chestnut Street, Phila. 


‘Garrigues Brothers, 


608 Arch Street, Phila., Pa., 
Make a specialty of furnishing the BEST care- 
fully selected Sabbath-school Books in the Mar- 
ket 

The *y also supply the Catalogues of amy Publish- 
ers, from which their customers may select, and will 
furnish anything to complete the outfit of a suc- 

cessful Sabbath-school. 

Holiday Goods in our line in great variety. Chro- 
mos, Illustrated Children’s Books, ete. Call at 608 
Arch Street. Correspondence solicited. 


The Holiday Book of 1876. 
THE LORD’S LAND. 
HENRY B. RIDGAWAY, D.D. 
The latest, most complete, = best illustrated 
book published on the Holy Land. SOLD ONLY 
BY SUBSCRIPTION. FIRST-CLASS AGENTS 


WANTED. Address for full descriptive circulars 
and terms, 


NELSON & PHILLIPS, Publishers, 
805 Broapwar, NEw York. 


NOW READY! 


BIGLOW & MAIN'S 


ISTMAS ANNUAL, 


N 
3 ay 
Containing Seven Beautiful 
Songs, appropriate for 
Christmas Services. 


Price, by Mail, 5 cents ; $4.00 per 100 Copies. 
Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, or 6 supplied at same price. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, 
76 East 9th Street, New York. 


GRAYBEARD’S 


By 























LAY SERMONS 


| Which recently appeared in the columns of THE 
Press, revised by the author, 


MR. JOHN F. GRAFF, 


just been published by J. B. Lippincott & Co., 
in a handsome 


VOLUME OF 500 PAGES, 


| With a good steel portrait of the author, full table of 
contents, and analytical index. 


The work has received the highest commendation 
for originality and power from eminent evangelical 
divines and Christians of culture in various denomi- 
nations. 


Orders for the book, addressed simply 
OFFICE OF THE PRESS, 
3 Seventh and Chestnut Streets, 
Will receive prompt attention, and the book will be 
delivered to any address free of postage. 


Retail Price, $1.75. 


N. B.—To clergymen, librarians, and teachers, a 
discount will be allowed. 


Have 


FU RS. 





BARGAINS! BARGAINS! 


ESTABLISHED 18286. 
The Old Established Firm of 


James Reisky's Sons, 


136 N. 8th St., Philadelphia, Pa., 


Offer the finest Furs of all styles, in sets, or in sepa- 
rated pieces if required, at the most reasonable rates 
that can be had in Philadelphia. The finer Furs 
being a specialty, such as 


'SEAL-SKIN CAPES AND SACKS. 


Satisfaction guaranteed to every purchaser. You 
will find it desirable to call and examine before buy- 


| ing elsewhere, 


HE SPIRAL DRAFT CHIM- 
NEY TOP is a draft equalizer, 
curing smoky chimneys and de- 
fective drafts, preventing down- 
draft and rapid escape of heat 
It is a wonderful fuel eronomizer. 
With it your house will be warm ; 
and attached to kitchen flues, 
cooking can be done quicker. 
Orders filled, express paid. Money 
refunded if not eetey: 
. Agents wanted everywhere. 
circulars and further particulars, address, HENRY 
COLFORD, 708 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


MAX ADELER’S New Book. 


ELBOW ROOM Outsells any book in the 


market S.plendidiy illustrated with many humor- 
ous drawings. Will sell at sight. Best commissions. 
Agents wanted in every place. Terms and circulars 
free. J. M. Stoppaxp & Co., 723 Chestnut St., Phila. 


C AGENTS WANTED FOR HISTORY 


ENTEN’L EXHIBITION 


It selis faster than any other hook. One Agent 
sold 34 copies in one day. Send for our extra terms 
to Agents Nationa, Pusiisuine Co Phila., Pa 


MARK TWAINS NEW BOOK! 
TOM SAWYER. 


Is ready for Agents. Don’t get behind hand this 
time, but send for vour territory or circulars, at 
once. Address, AMERICAN PUBLISHING CO,, 
Harrrorp, Conn., Cuicaco, [ux., Cincinnati, O. 


GOSPEL THEMES, 


NOW READY 
A VOLUME OF SERMONS 
= 
REV. CHARLES G. FINNEY, 
The 


The volume contains twenty-four sermons, seleesed 
from his best, as delivered in the First Church, at 
Oberlin. The book is edited by 


Rev. Henry Cowles, D.D., 


and contains 424 pages, 12mo, and will be sold at the 
low price of $1.50. 
It will be sold by the trade generally, or sent poset 
paid, on receipt of the price, by the publisher, 
E. J. GOODRICH, 
Oberlin, Ohio. 











Great Revivalist 


NEW BOOKS 


Always received as soon as issued. 





Every 
facility given for the examination and se 
lection of . 


GIFT BOOKS, 


from a fine large and attractive stock, par- 
ticularly adapted to the requirement of the 
season. 


Claxton, Remsen, & Haffelfinger, 


PUBLISHERS AND BOOKSELLERS, 


624, 626, 628 Market Street. 
Philadelphia. 


1877. SELECT NOTES. (877. 


Explanatory, Illustrative, Practical. 


The fullest Commentary in one volume on Topics 
for 1877. By Rev. F. N. Peloubet. With selections 
from 250 best authors, and larger than any previous 
issue. Price, $1.25. Interleaved Ed., $2.00. 


International Question Books, 1877. 


By Rev. F. N. Peloubet 
15 cts. each, 

No. 1. Adults. 

No. 2. Youth. 

No. 3. Little Learn- 
ers Questions and 
Answers. 29 Pic- 
tures, a story and 
verse eac h lesson. 


” 





The only series in 3 Grades. 
and able assistants. 


100,000 of these Notes and Ques- 
tions sold. Bample copies and 


full descriptive circulars mailed, | 
post-paid, on receipt of price. | 


MAYBEE'S| 
STRPPING. 
CPONRS, [cnt resumen 


WESTMINSTER 
QUESTION BOOK 


FOR 1877, 
NOW READY. PRICE PER 100 NET, $18. 


—ALSO— 
A CHRISTMAS 


Concert Exercise, 


FOR SUNDAY SCHOOLS 
PRICE PER 100 NET, $3. 





‘Bui It of the Golden Texts, 1877 
Price $1.26. By Archie Feil. 348 
pages, in 52 short chapters. A 
Fite story, to illustrate in the 
sayings and doings of Maybee 
and friends the golden thought 
of the texts, 1877. Mailed on 
j receipt of price. 

















—ALSO— 
CENTENNIAY 


HISTORICAL DISCOURSES, 


Delivered by appointment of the General Assembly 
by Rev. Drs. MSIL L, HOPKINS, WILSON, HUM- 
PHREY, and MORRIS. 
LARGE 12mo. PRICE, $1.50. 
JUST ISSUED BY THE 
PRESBYTERIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION. 
Please address orders to 
JOHN A. BLACK, 
Business Superintendent, 
1334 Chestnut St., Philadeljlua. 





December 2, 1876. ] . 





ROOFING. | 
* How to save reshingling—stop leaks effectually and | 
cheaply in roofs of all kinds, or lay new roofs,” Par- | 
ticulars free to any one statimg where they saw 
Goods sent to any part of the United States. 
| 


ROOFS. | 


| 
| 
| 


this. 


Fix your own roof; our materials are easily applied 
with positive satisfaction. Prices low. 
Correspondence invited 


Manufacturers of Slate and Marble 


MANTELS. 


New designs, beautiful colors, matching carpets, | 
trimmings, or decorations in rooms. We have a | 
large number set up in our warerooms for inspection, 
and are selling at very low prices. Very handsome 
designs for $12, $18, $20, $22, and $25. Book of designs 
aad price list forwarded on application. 


Your custom is solicited. | 
N. Y. Slate Roofing Co. Limited. | 
8 Cedar St., N. Y. 49 S. Front St., Phila. 


PERIODICALS. 


THE INDEPENDENT 


FOR 1877, 


In addition to all its former excellencies, heretofore 
surpassed by no other religious weekly newspaper 
in the world, will offer several 


ENTIRELY NEW FEATURES, 


Of great importance and value. 

FIRST.—We shall print through the year SER- 
MONS by the most eminent clergymen of the coun- 
try, of all denominations, from Maine to California. 
Our readers will therefore have the pleasure of 
hearing the most famous ministers of New York, 
Brooklyn, Boston, Philadelphia, Cincinnati, Chicago, 
St. Louis, San Francisco, ete, 

SECON D.—We shali publish a series of articles on 
CHRISTIAN WORK, by Rev. Srepnen H. Tyna, D.D., 
which will be invaluable to clergymen, Sunday-school 
teachers, and every Christian man and woman. 





THIRD.—A new Serial Story of American life will | | 


be begun about the middle of December. Its title | 
will be 


; A PAPER CITY, 


By D. R. Locke (Rev. Petroleum YV. Nasby). It 
vividly illustrates the present era of speculation, of 
living without work, of making money without cap- 
ital; and will b2 one of the most sparkling and at- 
tractive serials ever published. 

FOURTH.—We shall pnblish a series of articles 
from the pen of Exper Brewster, Jr., of Brewster- 
ville, Mass., on men and things, religion and politics, 
and every “top topic’ as it comes = 

FIFTH.—Our great premium for the year we be- 
lieve to be the best ever offered, viz.: 


THE WORKS OF CHARLES DICKENS, 


In the famous and unsurpassed Household Edition 

of Messrs. Lee & Shepard, the well-known publishers 

of Boston. Look at our offer! To each and every 

person, whether already a subscriber or not, who 

sends us $3, we will forward THe INDEPENDENT one | 

year, postage paid, together with any one volume | 

from the following list: 

. The Pickwick Papers. 500 pages. 

. Our Mutual Friend. 516 pages. 

. David Copperfield. 520 pages. 

. Nicholas Nickleby. 516 pages. 

. Martin Chuzzlewit. 530 pages. 

. Dombey and Son. 534 pages. 

. Old Curiosity Shop. and Reprinted Pieces. 530 pp. 

. Little Dorrit. 504 pages. 

9. Bleak Honse. 532 pages. 

10. Barnaby Rudge, and Hard Times. 570 pages. 

ll. Oliver Twist, Pictures from Italy, and American 
Notes. 506 pages. 

12. A Tale of Two Cities, and Great Expectations. 
514 pages. 

3. Christmas Stories, and Sketches by Boz. 576 pp. 

14. Uncommercial Traveler, and additional Christ- 
mas Stories. 356 pages. 

15. The Mystery of Edwin Drood, A Child’s History 
of England, Master Humphrey’s Clock, ete. 
560 pages. 





Ore eh 


ONS 


For 


FIFTEEN SUBSCRIBERS | 
We will send 
Dickens Complete. 


Every number of Tue LInpepenpent contains 32 
large octavo pages, forming a weekly magazine in 
itself; whereas all other folded religious papers have 
only from 16 to 20 pages, of much smaller size. 

Thus Tue Lyperenpenr offers for $3 twice as much 
as any other religious journal in the country or the 
world, and is pre-eminently. 


THE PAPER FOR HARD TIMES. 


SUBSCRIPTION PRICE OF THE INDEPENDENT, 
With premium, $3.00 per annum, in advance. 
6 months, no premium, - - $1.50 in advance. 
3 “ “ 5 “ 


” * . 
Specimen copies, containing full list of other 
premiums, sent free upon application. 


Address, THE INDEPENDENT. 
P. O. BOX 2787. - NEW YORK. 


JAPANESE GOODS AT JAPANESE 
ok HEADQUARTERS, 


50 per cent. less than Centen- | 
1342 Chestnut. | 


nial prices. Call and be convinced. 


Each Mouse 
caught resets the 


trap. Sample by 
mail, postpaid, 


Patentee, 54 & 56 | 
Fulton Street, N.Y. | 





PERIODICALS. 





AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL WORKER, 


CHAS. B. HOLMES., Pub., 
608 North Fourth Street, ST. LOUIS. 
Price $120 Per Annum. 
A Practical Help in Every Department of 


SABBATH SCHOOL WORK. 
Samples sent free. Address the Publisher 





“CHOICEST LITERATURE OF THE DAY.”—J. 
Y. Tribune. 





ing authors, such as Professor Mar 
Muiler, Professor Tyndall, Rl. 
Hon, W. E. Gladstone, Dr. W. B. 
Carpenter, Professor Huxley, R. 
A, Frroctor, Frances Power Cobbe, 
the Duke of Argyll, James A. 
Froude, Mrs. Muioch, Mrs. Oli- 
phant, Mrs. ALEX ANDER, Miss 
Thackeray, Jean Ingelow, George 
Macdonald, Wm. Black, Anthony 
Trollepe, Matthew Arnold, Henry 
Kingsley, Francis 











lyle, Tennyson, Browning, and many others, are repre- 
resented in the pages of 


Littell’s Living Age. | National Sunday School = 


Jan. 1, 1877, Tus Living Age enters upon its 132d 
volume, with the continued commendation of the 
best men and journals of the country, and with con- 
stantly increasing success. 

In 1877, it will furnish to its readers the produc- 
tions of the foremost authors above named and many 
others; embracing the choicest Serial and Short 
Stories by the Leading Foreign Novelists, and an 
amount 


Unapproached by any other Periodical 


in the world, of the most valuable literary and scien- 
tific matter of the day, from the pens of the leading 
Essayists, Scientists, Critics, Discoverers, and Editors 
representing every department of Knowledge and 
Progress. 

Tue Livine Ace (in which its only competitor, 
“Every Sarurpay,” has been merged) is a weekly 
magazine of sixty-four pages, giving more than 


THREE AND A QUARTER THOUSAND 


_ THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 





THE MOST EMINENT liv- | 


| 


| 





SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPPLIES. 


laternational Sunday School Supply C0., 


36 Bromfield Street, Boston, 
EBEN SHUTE, Manager 


Will furnish Sunday-schools with the various 
TEACHERS’ AND SCHOLARS’ HELPS 
ON THE 


LESSONS FOR 1877 


Schools in any part of the United States, Do- 


minion of Canada, or the Provinces of New 
Brunswick and Nova Scotia, can secure all the 
periodicals mentioned below at one place ; thereby 
Savine Time, TROUBLE AND Mongy, as Special 
Terms will be made where several kinds of papers 


|} and magazines are wanted. 
We furnish Schools with the Bound Volume of | 


Also, 
QUESTION BOOKS FOR 1877. 


Also, Wall Maps, Class Maps, Concert Exercises, ete 
BELOW WILL BE FOUND A 
PARTIAL LIST OF PERIODICALS FOR 1877, 


Furnished by the International Sunday School 
Supply Company 


Notes on the Lessons. 


Galton, W. | 
W. Story, Auerbach, Ruskin, Car- | 


Publishers’ price for single copies per year, in- 


| cluding postage. Combination clubs at reduced 
rates. 
Sunday School Times___..._-..__._. F $2% 
Illustrated Bible Studies___._- Rie Oe 1 00 
md 1 50 
fh. a ee ; : 1 00 
Sunday School Teacher's Journal . 60 
Baptist Teacher : se 75 
International Lesson Monthly ; . 100 
Sunday School World_______-. pine 60 
| Union Bible Teacher__- : 50 
The Normal Class___- : 50 
Rear Cigster............ . 400 
American Messenger_. - — ~~» 
Christian Banner-__-_- ints * 50 
The Scholars’ Quarterly —____- ginadubbiianiaaad 25 





double column octavo pages of reading-matter year- | 


y. It presents in an inexpensive form, considering 


its amount of matter, with freshness, owing to its | 
weekly issue, and with a satisfactory completeness at- | 


tempted by no other publications the best Essays, 
Reviews, Criticisms, Tales, Sketches of Travel and 
Discovery, Poetry, Scientific, Biographical, Histori- 
eal, and Political Information, from the entire body 
of Foreign Periodical Literature. 


Publishers’ Price for 100 per year, Including Postage. 


Advanced Lesson Papers____...-__-._. _... $ 9 00 
Intermediate “ os iaietepitaeetdadaa on 9 00 
Primary “ a: ee Ea 9 00 
National ee Jubintipoup dace 9 00 
Pilgrim “ chien = eS 
Berean = = pitiomteihdatciietae, ae ae 
Sunday School Times Lesson Papers_..._._. 7 20 
Baptist 5 i —, o-oo 
| ” Primary “ - oo ao 
Illustrated Bible Studies . 9 00 
International Second Grade | egeeedes 7 30 
“ Primary Lesson “ a Ve 

Union (Portland) “ « 9 00 

9 


The importance of Tue Lrvine Ace to every Amer- | 


| ican reader, as the only satisfactorily fresh and COM- 


PLETE compilation of an indispensable current 
literature,—indispensable because it embraces the 
productions of 


The Ablest Living Writers, 
is sufficiently indicated by the following recent 
Opinions. 
“Simply indispensable to any one who desires to 


keep abreast of the thought of the age in any de- 
partment of science or literature.”—Boston Journal. 


“A pure and perpetual reservoir and fountain of | 


entertainment and instruction.”—Hon. 
Winthrop. 

“ The best periodical in America.”—Theo. L. Cuy- 
ler, D.D. 

“It has no equal in any country.”—Philadelphia 
Press. 

‘In no other single publication can there be found 
so much of siotilag literary excellence.’—J. Y. 
Evening Post. 

os Itreproduces the best thoughts of the best minds 
of the eivilized world, upon all topics of living in- 
terest.”—Philadelphia Inquirer. 

“ Incomparable in the richness, variety, and ster- 
ling worth of its articles, and equal to several ordi- 
nary magazines inthe amount of matter presented.” 
—The Standard, Chicago. 

“The best of all our eclectic publications.”—7he 
Nation, New York. 

“And the cheapest. A monthly that comes every 
week.” —The Advance, Chicago. 

‘“ With it alone a reader may fairly keep up with 


Robert C. 


| all that is important in the literature, history, poli- 
| ties, and science of the day.”—The Methodist, New | 


York. 
“The ablest essays, the most entertaining stories, 
the finest poetry of the English language, are here 


| gathered together.”—Illinois State Journal. 


Union Primary( Portland) “ 


Clubs of 25 per year, Including Postage. 





ABI ister cient iacuhirraeensctilaleillindicadeals $6 2 
Pieture Lesson Paper__ i“ - 6 25 
PE NN ass iit hnnlinckcidincwtidwasians SOO 
Gur Lite Ones... 22... omnamamnnnns ' @ I 


Clubs of 100 per year, including postage. In some 


| cases advanced rate for smaller quantity. 





| Words of Life (monthly)_......-____ ... $15 00 
| Sunday-school Gem (monthly) - 1800 
’ ig “ (semi-monthiy) - 18 00 
Child’s World (monthly)... 13 00 
x “_ (semi-monthly) om 26 00 
Temperance Banner (monthly) aca 13 00 
Child’s Paper (monthly).__- - bw 
Child at Home 4 geceiallnsind ' 4 16 00 
Weil Spring a ee en an 16 00 
as sas (| | aa 65 00 
Young Reaper (monthly)_....---_____. 15 00 
S @ (semi-monthly)-______- 3) 00 
Sunday-school Advocate (monthly) 16 00 
= ™ “s (semi-monthly).... 32 00 
Good Words (monthly)__....-.-.-. a 0 
My PapePui23-51-29) 015 2d_- : -_ li 40 
Geod Giper__-__.- sas... ms ;, 8 10 
fo SS SE Ca decals Git a 
Morning Light (semi-monthly)_..........-.-_ 13 00 


| 


“Itis the only compilation that presents with a 
satisfactory completeness, as well as freshness, a lit- | 
erature embracing the productions of the ablest | 


writers living. Jt is, therefore, indispensable to every 
one who desires a thorough compendi:m of all that is 
admirable and noteworthy in the literary world.”— 
Boston Post. 

“Ought to find a place in every American Home.” 
—New York Tiines. 

Published week.y at $8.00 a year, free of postage. 


say EXTRA OFFER FOR 1877.-@3a 


To all new subscribers for 1877, will be sent gratis 
the six numbers of 1876, containing, with other val- 
uable matter, the first installments of a new and pow- 
erful serial story. “Tue Marquis or Lossige,” by 
GEORGE MACDONALD, now appearing in Tue Livine 


| Ace from advance sheets. 





Club Prices for the best Home and 
Foreign Literature. 


“Possessed of Tue Livine Ace and one or other of 
our vivacious American monthlies, a subscriber 
will find himself in command of the whole situation.” 
—Philadelphia Evening Bulletin. 

For $10.50 Tur Lrvrna Aor and either one of the 
American $4 Monthlies (or Harper's Weekly or Bazaar) 
will be sent for a year, both postpaid ; or, for $9.50, 
Tue Livine Ace and Scribner's St. Nicholas, or Ap- 
pleton’s Journal. 


Address LITTELL & GAY, Boston. 


| 


| 





QUESTION BOOKS 
ON THE ° 
INTERNATIONAL LESSON 
FOR 1877. 


National atin: aaa 
“ (Little Pilgrim) Question Book- sole 
International “ * oat a 
“6 “Oo 
“ “ “ ; “ 3 


Berean Question. Book. 
Scholar’s Hand Book. 

Baptist Question Book. 
Presbyterian Question Book. 


Samples of Papers. 
SENT | Lists of Lessons for 1877. 
! — of Concert Exercises. 
Tnll Cirenlar 
FREE. ull Circulars. 


Special Grouping of Choice 
Texts for Christian Workers. 





Please address, 
EBEN SHUTE, 
36 Bromfield Street, Boston. 


ARGAINS IN WRAPPING PAPER AND 
TWINE, H. K. W. HALL, 
31 Haw ey &8r., Boston 


Boss Printi 

oss Printing Press. 
The neatest press made; adjust- 
able gauge with ink table and rol- 
ler. Warranted to give perfect 
satisfaction ; sent to any address on 
receipt of $1.50. Send 10 cents for 
our handsome illustrated catalogue 
of Revolvers, Boxing Gloves, Skates, 

and Sporting Goods. Address 


WILLIAMS & CROCKETT, 
91 Duane Street, N. Y. 








STOVE POLISH. 


“THE BEST POLISH IN THE WORID.” 





PERIODICALS. 


| 




















HE COMPANION aims to be a favorite in every 
family, looked for eagerly by the young folks, 


and read with interest by the older. Its purpose is 
to interest while it amuses; to be judicious, practi- 
cal, sensible, and to have really permanent worth 
while it attracts for the hour. 

It is handsomely illustrated, and has for contribu- 
tors some of the most attractive writers in the 
country. Among these are: 

J. T. Trowbridge, Louisa M. Alcott, 
Edward Eggleston, J. G. ‘Whittier, 
James T. Fields, Louisa C. Moulton, 
Rebecca H. Davis, C. A. Stephens, 
Mrs. A. H. Leonowens, Harriet P. Spofford, 
Edward Everett Hale, Julia Ward Howe. 


Its reading is adapted to the old and young; is 


very comprehensive in its character. It gives 
Stortes of Adventure, Stories of Home and 
Letters of Travel, School Life, 





Editorials upon Cur- Tales, Poetry, 





| rent Topics, Selections for Decla~ 
Historical Articles, matton, 
| RB ograph’l aL Soke . ,} da, Ps 7, 


| Beligtous Articles, Facts and Incidents. 


Subscription Price, $1.75. Specimen copies sent 
free. Please mention in what paper you read this 
advertisement. 

PERRY MASON & CO., 
41 Temple Place, Boston, Mass. 


THREE MONTHS FREE, 


NOW—SUBSCRIBE—NOW . 


THE WATCHMAN, 


THE BEST 
| Religious Paper in 


New England. 
EIGHT PAGES FULL OF GOOD THINGS. 


To New Subscribers, we will send the paper from 
the time the money is received, till January 1, 1878, 
for $3.00. 


SAMPLE COPIES FREE; SEND FOR ONE. 
TERMS: $3.00 PER YEAR, POSTAGE FREE. 
| Address, THE WATCHMAN, 
| BOSTON, MASS 
| Office in Tremont Temple. T. L. ROGERS, Manager. 


| 


GREAT REDUCTION, 


| 25 PER CENT. IN PRICES OF 


SUM MANTELS 





WILSON & MILLER. 
1210 Ridge Ave.: 1211, 1218 Spring Garden St., Phila. 
[The most delightful and in- 
structive home amusement 
ever offered. Over 100,000 
fcopies sold. Elegant, new 
tion justout. If you have 

















AviLupeE, send for 
Ferrilude, its com- 
panion game—same 

rice. Send 50 cents 
‘or Avilude and 3 ct, 
stamp for Catalocue of Parlor Games. NOYES, SNOW 

& CO., Worcester, Mass., suc'rs to West & Lee Game Co, 
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PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 


TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE. 


pe 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


From 1 to 14 Copies, - - - $2.15 each. | 
* 15 to 29 ™ “2 1.90 
30 Copies and upwards, - 1.65 “* 





To Pastors and Superintendents, who at the time 
of making their subscription state that they are | 
such, $1.65 each. 

(Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 


——p—_—_——_ 


Subscriptions will be received for any portion of 
a year at yearly rates. 

Additions may be made at any time to a club, at 
the same rate at which the club, as first formed, 
would be authorized to subscribe anew. Such addi- 
tional subscriptions to expire at the same time with 
the club as originally ordered. The new subscribers 
to pay pro rata for the time of their subscriptions. 





Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sen@ All addresses should in- 
clude both county and state. 


Any person writing to renew either a single or 
club subscription, in connection with which his | 
name has not before been known to the publishers, 
will please give the name of the person to whom the | 
paper or papers have heretofore been sent. | 

Subscribers wishing to introduce Tue Timea to | 
their friends can have specimen copies sent free | 
from this office to any address. 


— > 


Now that the date of expiration is plainly printed 
on the yellow address label of each paper or package 
of papers, it will be necessary for all subscribers to 
renew promptly by the time thus designated, or their 
paper will be discontinued, 


— —_—_—— 


SUPERINTENDENT'S PAPER, $ .50, 


This paper is designed to supply superintendents 
with helps, in the line of their special work, to 
which teachers and scholars have not access. It is 
published monthly, and will be sent, on receipt of 
its price, only to subscribers of Tux Sunpay Scnoot | 
Times who are pastors or superintendents, and who, 
when ordering it, state that they are such. 





If a superintendent, who is a subscriber of Tuer 
Times, desires the help of Tue Svuprrintenpent's 
Paper for any member of his school,—for example, 
an assistant superintendent or infant-class teacher, 
—he can multiply copies of the Parer accordingly 
to his own address on payment of the subscription 
price; provided that such extra papers go only to 
subscribers of Tur Times. 

Orders for this Parer can be filled only when 
coming direct from superintendents or pastors who 
are subscribers of Tue Times. 


—()—____—— 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 


100 Copies, one month, - . $ .60 
100 ee one year, - - - 7.20 
Less than 100 copies at same rate. 


———— 9 —__—— 


THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 


100 Copies, three months, - - 8 6.25 
100 ” one year, - = * 25.00 


Less than 100 copies at same rates. 








GREAT BRITAIN. 





Subscribers in Great Britain who wish to receive 
any of these publications, can make payment for 
the same by a money order payable at Philadelphia, 
to John Wanamaker, as follows: 

The Sunday School Times, one year, - 9 shillings. 
The Superintendent's Paper, one year, 3 shillings. 
The Scholars’ Quarterly, one year, - Is. 6d. } 

These rates include postage, which is prepaid at 

this office. 


a 


Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertise- | 
| 
ments should be addressed to | 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 


Business Manager, 
610 CHESTNUT STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA, 


—$—o-——_—_ 


The New Yorx Orrice is at the Sunday School 
Teachers’ Reading Room, 304 Fourth Avenue, Y. M, 
C, A, Building, 


a 


| AGENTS WANTED. H. V 





PERIODICALS. | 


ples’. Pec 


APPLETONS’ JOURNAL. 


A Monthly Miscellany of Popular Literature. New | 
Series. 25 cents per number. $3.00 per annum. | 
Appletons’ Journal is now published monthly; it 
is devoted to popular literature and all matters of | 
taste and general culture—published at a price to 
bring it within the reach of all classes. It contains 
superior fiction, in the form of serials and short 
stories; papers graphically descriptive of — 
esque places; articles upon men of note, and upon | 
the habits of different peoples; essays upon house- | 








| hold and social topics; articles of travel and adven- 


ture; scientific and industrial articles written in a 
graphic and popular style. In brief, the aim is to be | 
comprehensive, including in its plan all branches of 
literature and all themes of interest to intelligent | 
readers. Each number is illustrated. 

Terms: Three dollars per annum, postage prepaid | 
to all subscribers in the United States; or Twenty- | 
five cents per number. A club of Four Yearly Sub- 
scriptions will entitle the sender to an extra sub- 
scription gratis; that is, five copies will be sent one 
year for twelve dollars. For $7.20 Appletons’ Journal 
and The Popular Science Monthly (full price, eight 
dollars), postage prepaid. 


THE POPULAR SCIENCE MONTHLY. 
Conducted by E. L. Youmans. 


This periodical was started (in 1872) to promote the 
diffusion of valuable scientific knowledge, in a read- 
able and attractive form, among all classes of the 
conimunity, and has thus far met a want supplied by | 
no other magazine in the United States. 

Containing instructive and interesting articles and 
abstracts of articles, original, selected, translated, and 
illustrated, from the pens of the leading scientific 
men of different countries; accounts of important | 
scientific discoveries, the application of science tothe 
practical arts, and the latest views put forth concern- | 
ing natural phenomena, have been given by savans of | 
the highest authority. Prominent attention has been | 
also devoted to those various sciences which help to | 





| a better understanding of the nature of man, to the | 


bearings of science upon the questions of society and 
government, to scientific education, and to the con- 
flicts which spring from the progressive nature of | 
scientific knowledge. 

The Popular Science Monthly is published in a 
large octavo, handsomely printed on clear type, and, | 
when the subjects admit, rey | illustrated. 

Treas : $5.00 per annum or Fifty cents per number. 
Postage prepaid to all Subscri 
States. 


rs in the United 


THE ART JOURNAL. 


An International Gallery of Engravings, by dis- | 
tinguished Artists of Euro and America. 
With Illustrated Papers in the Various Branches 
of Art. . 

The Art Journal is a monthly publication, quarto | 
size, superbly illustrated and printed, and specially 
devoted to the world of Art—Painting, Sculpture, 
Architecture, Decoration, Engraving, Etching, En- 


| ameling, and Designing in all its branches—having 


in view the double purpose of supplying a complete 


| illustrated record of progress in the Arts, and of | 


atfording a means for the cultivation of Art-taste 
among the ople. Each number is richly ,and 
abundantly illystrated on both steel and wood, and 
no pains are spared to render this “ Art Journal” the 
most valuable publication of the kind in the world. 
It contains the Steel Plates and Illustrations of the 
London Art Journal, a publication of world-wide 
fame (the exclusive right of which, for Canada and | 
the United States, has been purchased by the pub- | 
lishers): with extensive additions devoted principally | 
to American Art and American topics. Sold only by 
Subscription. Price, 75 cents per number; $9.00 per 
annum, postage prepaid. /-— 
Subscriptions received by the Publishers, or their | 
Agents. Agencies: 22 Hawley St., Boston; 922 Chest- | 
nut St., Philadelphia; 22 Post Office Avenue, Balti- | 
more; 53 Ninth St., Pittsburgh; 100 State St., Albany ; | 
42 State St., Rochester; 103 State St., Chicago; 30 W. 
Fourth St., Cincinnati; 305 Locust St., St. Louis; 20 
St. Charles St., New Orleans ; 230 Sutter St., San Fran- 


cisco. 
D. APPLETON & CO., Publishers, 
549 and 551 Broadway, N. Y. 


MENEELY & KIMBERLY, 


Bell Founders, Troy, N.Y, 


Manufacture a superior es of Bells. | 
Specjal attention given to CHURCH BELLS. 
&@> Illustrated Catalogues sent free. 








REDUCE YOUR GAS BILLS! 


Gas Flame 
Expander 





Gives more brilliant light than any burner in the 
world at one-half the cost. Sample Burner with 
Expanders sent free on rout of 35 cents. 

,, POOL & CO., 
835 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 











The Signal Service BAROMETER & THERMOMETER | 


COMBINED, 
THE GREAT WEATHER INDICATOR. 


It will detect and indicate correctly any change in | ~ 


the weather 12 to 24 hours in advance. Saves far- | 
mers 5) times its cost every season. Sent free, to 
any address, on receipt of -$2.00. Send money | 
order or registered letter at our risk. AGENTS | 
WANTED. Send stamp for circular. H, W, Poot | 
& Co., 85 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 

Mention the 8, 8, Taxes when writing. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


{Vol. XVIIL., No. 49.. 





AGENTS WANTED. 


a month. Outfit worth $1 free toagents. Ex- 
$20 eelsior Mf'g Co., 151 Michigan Ave., Chicago. 


AGENTS! $8 a day, sure, to all. Write to SIMP- | 
a SON & SMITH, New York City. ||Mrs. A. F. Raffens: 
. - _ ee — | i 


$55 & S77 s.'Sovicichien™, games REE 


Wear to tn SALESMEN atasalary of $1200 4 


ear to travel and sell goodsto Dealers. NO 
EDDLING. Hotel and traveling expenses paid. 
Address, Moniron Manuracturnine Co., Cincinnati, 0. 





aday. Employment forall. Catalogues 
s free. Samples, 25 cents. 
CLTO! 


& CO., 119 Nassau St., New York City. 


Outfit free. Salary guaranteed. Write at once 
e) to EMPIRE NOVELTY CO., 309 Broadway, 
New York. 





AGENTS WANTED. NEW NOVELTIES 
just out. Catalogues free. Napoleon Novelty Com- 


| pany. 290 PEARL STREET, N. Y 





Y THE BEST COMMISSIONS. 
Do not engage on other books before 
sending for our circulars and terms. INGRAM & 
SMITH, Publishers, 731 Walnut Street. 


EEMai 


EASILY AVERAGE 


$70 PER WEF K. 


Address W. P. Ray & Co., Chicago. 


away w ome Guest. including Hoover's Peerless 
American Fruit, 24% feet long, Lake Lucerne, Virgin 
Vesta, etc. Mounted outfit, four Chromos, $3.00; 
eight Chromos, $5.50. J. LATHAM & CO., No. 419 
Washington Street, Boston. 





$50 to $200 A MONTH FOR AGENTS. | 


UNIVERSAL HISTORY. 


The great interest in all nations, and in our own 
thrilling history of 100 years, makes this book sell 
faster than any other. 3 books in one, beautifully 
illustrated. Low price, quick sales, extra terms. 


AGE S \ Greatest Offer of the Sea- | 
i son. Eight $10 Chromos given 


| WORTH REPEATING. 


KEEP THE HOLIDAYS. 


rger, in The Sunday School 


Times, December 11, 1875.] 


Keep the holidays, especially Christmas 
It matters not in the slightest degree that 
keen-witted theologians, with spectacles on 
their noses, have discovered the fact that 
the climate of Judea is such that the shep- 
herds could not have ‘“‘ watched their flocks 
by night, low seated on the ground,” on the 
25th of December, and that the real time of 
our Lord’s advent was in the spring. It is 
highly proper that we observe one day in 
the year as the anniversary of the coming of 
| the greatest Gift mortals ever received; and 
_asalarge part of the Christian world has 
set apart this 25th of December for that 
purpose we are not to be troubled because 
that is not the exact date of the Advent. 

Through all the festivities of the season 
the thought of him in whose honor we ob- 
serve the day should not be lost. It should 
be the undertone in the music of our glad- 
ness—the key-note of al] our rejoicing. 

But it is not alone as a religious holiday 
that we should keep the feast. Christmas 
ought to be a family holiday. It is pre- 
eminently the Children’s Day. We Ameri- 
cans do not make enough of our family and 
home-life. We are so busy in helping on 
the great work of the great world that we 
think we can hardly aflord the time for little 
home holidays. So it comes to pass that 
| family ties are loosened, and too often our 
| children are more than glad to go out from 

under the roofs which have been to them 
| only shelter rather than home. 

| Christmas, of all the days of the year, 
ought to be made so merry to our children, 
| by every device in our reach, that in the 





Send for circular. J.C. McCURDY & CO., Phila. | years to come whenever the day dawns they 





NO MORE HARD TIMES, t<-2~ 


—— | will look back, even from the ends of the 


| earth, if they have wandered so far, with 


Male or Female, to sell the MIL: loving tears in their eyes, and with longings 
LUSTRATED LORD’S PRAYER. A real | in their hearts for the better home where 


work of art. No daub. Sells itself. Agents are 
making from $5.00 to $15.00 per day. If you want 


| proot, I can furnish it. Send $1.00 and get the two 
| sizes, with circulars, terms, etc. Address REV. 8. 


T. BUCK, Williamsport, Pa. Box 2512. 


or FIND THAT THE FULL HISTORY or tHe 
onderfu 

career of MOODY & SANKEY 
in Great Britain and America is a success every- 
where. All want it—rich or poor. From 5to 20 books 
aday’s work. It is the only complete work published, 
containing Mr. Moody’s Sermons and Prayer Meet- 
ing Talks, Sankey’s Addresses, and everything of in- 
terest. Has 643 pages, steel portrait, and 12 engrav- 
ings. Price, $2. Address, H.S. GOODSPEED & CO., 
14 Barclay Street, New York. 


AGENTS WANTED for the STORY of 


CHARLEY ROSS 


his Father. A complete account of 
this most Mysterious Abduction and Exciting 
Search. With Fac-simile Letters and Illustrations, 
Outsells all other books. One agent took 5O orders 
in one day. Terms liberal. Address, Joun E. 
Porrer & Co., Pubiishers, PHILA HIA, 





CENTENNIAL EXPOSITION 


A graphic pen- 


illustrated, thoroughly popular, and very cheap. Js sed/- 
ing immensely. 000 AGENTS Wanted. 
full particulars. This is the chance vf 100 years to 
coin money fast. Get the only reliable history. Hvs- 
BARD Brotuers, Pubs., he me Pa., Cincinnati, 
O., Chicago, Ill., or Springfield, Mass. 

CAUTION Be not deceived by premature books 
. assuming to be “ official,” and tell- 
ing what will happen in August and September. 


Great AMERICAN TRIUMPH. 
THE MEDAL OF THE 
CENTENNIAL | 





AWARDED 
THE AMERICAN 
SEWING MACHINES. 


AL&O, 


A“SPECIAL MEDAL FOR FINEST SPECIMENS OF 
NEEDLE WORK. F 


These New American Machines are Self-threading, | 


and have the patent self-threading shuttle. 
AGENTS WANTED in every county in the United 
States. Apply or address, 
American B. H. O. and Sewing 
Machine Co., 
1318 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA. 


BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 
Established in 1837. 





Superior Bells of Guper and Tin, mounted 
with the best Rotary Hangings, for Churches, 
Se. , Farms, Factories, Cowrt- houses, Fire 

Clocks, eto. Fully Warranted. 
Ilestrated Cata sent Free. 
Venduses & Tift. 103 & 104 B. Second 


ure of its history, grand buildings, | 
wonderful exhibits, curiosities, great days, etc. Profusely | 


Send for | 


| those who once made the earthly home so 
| dear are waiting to welcome them. Who 
| can tell how many sins such memories may 
| keep them from, and in what paths of good- 
ness they may be helped to walk thers? 
If one lives in the country, or within reach 
of the country, it is very easy to get up the 
Christmas decorations. Two or three days 
| before the important time we send all the 
| boys to the woods for evergreens—pine, 
| spruce, fir, ground-pine—and we tell them 
| to keep a sharp lookout for the bitter-sweet 
| vine with its clusters of bright berries. 
| They come home loaded with their spoil. 
| Then all hands must goto work. Never 
| mind the litter and the confusion, Christmas 
;comes but once a year. Show the little 
| ones how to help make the wreaths that are 
_to be hung up in the parlor, over doors and 
| windows and pictures. There will be lots of 
| fun for the juveniles in the preparations for 
| the great day, if they are allowed to assist. 
If we want our rooms to look as if the 
| December winds had sifted the white snow 
over our green hangings, we have only to 
| put portions of our prepared wreaths in pans 
containing a strong solution of alum water, 
and in a few hours the sparkling crystals on 
the green boughs will look so much lke 
frost and snow that it will make us almost 
shiver to look at them. A very pretty ef- 
fect can be produced after the wreaths are 
hung in place by scattering bits of white 
cotton batting over them, here and there. 
After the lamps are lighted, onecould easily 
| fancy little white snow-drifts resting on the 


—— | wreaths. 


It is to be hoped that while the trees were 
in all their autumn glory you have not failed 
| ta lay 7 stores of scarlet, and crimson, and 
oo eaves. These can be arranged in 

ouquets over the pictures, or put among the 





COMMISSION | green of the wreaths, or placed in vases, any - 


| where or everywhere, as your taste and fancy 


|may dictate. If the boys found plenty of 
bitter-sweet, the effect will be so much the 
finer, if you mingle it with the bright leaves. 
Of one thing you can be sure, in the eyes of 
your children, if not in your own eyes, the 
plainest room will be glorified by your deco- 
rations, and the day you celebrate will be 
memorable to the little ones for long years to 
| come. 
Of course, you will have a Christmas tree 
It may be very small, so it is a tree or can 
be made to represent a tree to the youthful 
imagination. I have a distinct recollection 
of a spruce bough standing in a common 
| flower-crock filled with earth, that once did 
| duty as a little maiden’s Christmas-tree, but 
to that little girl it glittered with a glory 
| that no other tree ‘has ever since worn, and 
se fruit it bore on that eventful morning, 
' 


seen through the haze of years, seems gor- 
geous beyond description, 














December % 1676. te 
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: l 
Scarlet cranberries strung on thread and 


SEE HOW PRETTY. 


Everybody likes them. “ Perfectly Splendid,” the Ladies say. 


festooned on the tree are very lovely; so is 
white popped corn. A few gilt balls add 
wonderfully to the glitter and the glory, so 
do little strips of gilt pape er, in place of more 
expensive ornaments. But anybody knows 
how to decorate a Christmas-tree so as to 
make it perfectly resplendent in the eyes of 
those for whom it is prepared. 

Or, if you prefer it to a tree, then let the 
little ones hang up their stockings in the 
chimney-corner, and see to it that none of 
them find empty stockings when they come 
stealing down in their bare feet long before 
daylight. Such a disappointment to the 
young heart is as hard to bear as many of 
the bitter griefs of later years. It does not 

take much to fill the little stockings, or to 
make the little hearts happy. The very 
poorest can surely find a rosy apple for 
each child, if nothing more. If too poor for 
that, then “ pity an d help both them and 
their children, else the day will seem to 
them a mockery and he whose coming it 
celebrates a myth! I feel sorry for the 
children that cannot have at least one new 
toy for Christmas. The little girl that does 
not get a new doll on that day—no matter 
if she had a dozen before—is robbed of her 
birthright. It may soon be broken, and 
the prudent parent may think the money it | 
cost wasted. But the joy its possession 
gave the child will abide in memory long 
after the toy itself is but dust and ashes. 

Let us do what we can to make the day 
sunny for the little ones whose faces cluster 
around us. For we shall not always have 
them at our side. Many a mother remem- 
bers now with tears the little face that was 
so bright and laughing on last Christmas, 
but since which the earth has been heaped on 
the hillside and the autumn leaves have 
fallen. 

They will go out into the world as the 
years roll on, when our lovin 
make for them no more holidays; or we 
shall go from them, leaving them to the cold 
world that has little heed for the orphan’s 
tears and little heart for the orphan’s sorrow. 
Our children may not appreciate what we 
do for them now, but if they live many years 


they will recall the love that longed and la- | 
and whether we | — 


bored for their happiness ; 
still live on the earth, or our heads are lying 
low on their last pillow, that memory may 
be to them shield and talisman. 

So may God give us all a “ Merry, merry 
Christmas ”’! 








EDUCATIONAL. 





OLDEN HILL Sominasy | for youe. Ladies, Bridge- 
port, Ct. Address MISS EMI NELSON. 


ROVE HALL, 
MISS MONTFORT’S SCHOOL FOR 


YOUNG LADIES AND CHILDREN, 
NEW HAVEN, CONN. 


EST CHESTNUT staat INSTITUTE, | 
No. 4035 CHESTNUT ST., PHILADELPHIA. 
YOUNG LADIES. 

This Boarding and Day School is delightfully 
situated in West Philadelphia, and combines advan- 
tages of both city and country. For circulars with 
references address the Principal, Mrs.J.A.BOGARDUS 
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“ 








N. B.—Please state where you saw the 


THE LADIES’ FLORAL CABINET 


reading. 
cies, Art, Music, Home Pets, Ladies’ Fancy Work, Socie 
Amusement, Flowers, 
The prettiest Ladies’ Paper in America, 

Wonderfully popular. 


PRICK, 35 CTS., 3 MONTHS ON TRIAL, WITH t CHROMO OR STEEL PLATE ENGRAVING, | 
“ 50 “ “ “ “ “ “ “ 


Send 15 cents for Trial Trip Three Months. 


AND PICTORIAL HOME COMPANION. 
‘fect beauty. Full of charming stories, pictures and | | 
Devoted to Housekeeping, Household Elegan- 





Window Gardening, Cottages, oy: | 
A perfect Gem. 
Ladies all delighted with it. 


“ “ “ 


5 WITHOUT CHROMO. | 
{0 ‘* SPECIMEN COPY. 


NONE FRER AGENTS WANTED, GET UP A CLUB. 


THE LITTLE GEM AND YOUNG FOLKS’ FAVORITE. 


Send 10 cents for Trial Trip Three Months. 


The prettiest Paper for the Young Folks in the U. 
Full of pictures, entertainin: 
dotes, stories, helps to schoo 
improvement. 
children want it. 

ive your boys and girls. 
including pretty chromo, “ “" peal 
chromo, l0c. Specimen copy, 5c. 


Address, HENRY T. WILLIAMS, Publisher, 46 Beekman St., N. ¥. 


Advertisement. 


stories, puzzles, fun, anee- 
studies, and hints for self: | 
Goes like Fun. All the 
it is the best present you can 
Price, 30c.,3 months on trial, 
3 months, w ithout 


Get up a club. 
Parents ! 





“VISITING CARDS. 








FANCY VISITING CARDS, white or mixed 
e) colors, by return mail, only 10 cents. FICK- 
ARD & CO., Bethlehem, Penn’a. 


AE FANCY VISITING-CARDS with name, 10c. 300 
J styles. Address C. B. Havens, Summit, N.Y. 
: MIXED CARDS, n styles, “with name, 10 cents. 
. Holt, Green Brook, N. Y.— 


. Cards no two alike 10e, 40 ) of same in Y hi andsome 
double case 35c, 25 scroll 20e, 25 chromo 25c, 0 





hands can | 


fine white Lic, BOC ardinal red i ¢, 25 Jet in gold 

25¢, your name on all. 25 blank scroll 10e. Samp- 

les of cards and a large 40 column paper for 3c 
Agents wante od. G. R. Uttman, 12 Winter st. Boston, Ms 


Beautiful V isiting Cards, no two alike, 
25 ets. 5 packs, 5 names, 81. 50 
white ones, 15 ets. These are printed 
by a new process, enabling me to fur- 
nish as nice cards as you ever saw, at 
prices never known before. No nicer 
work in the world at any price. 
Address, W. C. CANNON, Boston, Mass. 
At Canasdend s Wholesale Card House, 712 Washing- 


| ton Street, Roston, can be found the large st variety 
| 


and choicest styles of type and cards in the world; 


| and for promptness in filling orders and satisfac tory 
| work his establishment is unrivaled. Send him an 


order now, before you forget it. All your neighbors 
will want a pack of the cards when they see yours. 


PER CENT. NET. 


Kansas, Missouri and Iowa Improved Farm 
First Mortgage Coupon Bonds ‘(ruaranteed. 
We guarantee, as an assurance, that we loan not to 
exceed one third of the actual value. In over six 


day on interest or principal; neither we nor our cus- 
tomers ever took an acre of land under foreclosure. 
Send for particulars and references. 


J. B. WATKINS & CO., 
Lawrence, Kan., or 72 Cedar Street, New York. 





years’ business never lost a dollar; never delayed a 





Ss 





~ Stereopticon Entertainments 


with the best Dissolving View Apparatus, Oxy-Hy- | 
Superb views of noted scenery | 


drogen Light, ete. 
in America, England, France, Germany, the Alps, 
Italy, Egypt, Holy Land, ete. Also, an entire even- 
ing of Centennial E xposition views. Full and reli- 
able descriptions given. Highest testimonials. 
Terms moderate. J. J. WILSON, Ses med. N.Y 


THOMAS DEPUY, 


CARPET DEALER, 


37 South Second Street, 
PHILADELPHIA. 
LOWEST CASH PRICES. 


N. B.—J. Stewart Depuy is not at_253 South Second, 
but i is with Thomas Depuy. 


Above Chestnut, East side, 





CENTENNIAL MEDAL Awarded to 
Cc. FF. RUMPP, 
116 and 118 North FOURTH ST.. PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


MANUFACTURER OF 
Pocket Books, Portmonnaies, Cigar Cases, Port- 
folios, Dressing Cases, Bankers’ Cases, Ladies and 
Gents’ Satchels and Traveling Bags, Shawl Straps, 
Portable Writing Desks, Companions, etc., etc. 
= le Articles Made to Order. 
OBDERS PROMPTL Y ATTENDED TO. 


A. J. WEIDENER, 


Dealer in 


LAMPS, CHANDELIERS, GLASSWARE, 
Silver-Plated Ware and Bronzes, 
36 S. SECOND St. and 27 STRAWBERRY St., Phila. 


Location at Centennial Exhibition, N 47, center 
of Main Building. 








Second-Hand Ghareh Opeans 





Neo 75. Two Manuales, 32 stops, $1,500 
Ne 80. Two Manuales, 28 stops, 1,200 
Ne 81 One Manuale, 17 stops, 1,000 
No 84. One Manuale, 8 stops, 400 
No 86. One Manuale, 8 stops, 600 
Neo 87. Two Manuales, 15 stops, 800 


Terms easy. For particulars apply to 
E. & G. G. HOOK & HASTINGS, Boston. 





National School of Elocution |: 
—AND— 
ORATORY, 

1418 Chestnut Street, Philacelphia. 

For Clergymen, Lawyers, Teachers, Business Men, 
and all classes of advanced students. Attention to 
conversation and oratory, vocal culture, reading and 
recitation. Chartered March, 1875. Grants diplomas. 
Both sexes admitted. Send for Catalogue. Winter 
term opens December 4th. 

J. W. SHOEMAKER, Principal. 


[ORGAN PARK MILITARY ACADEMY, 
MORGAN PARK, COOK COUNTY, ILL., 
PREPARES FOR COLLEGE or for BUSINESS. 


Location unsurpassed. Buildings excellent. Ca- 
dets received at any time. Reference in Philadel- 
_ Rev. H. Ciay Trumbull, Editor Sunday School 

imes. Send for circulars to 


CAPT. E. N. KIRK TALCOTT, Principal, 
— —, Mit. 








New 1 Turkish Baths, 1013 | Chie St. 


1! \j FoR INVENTIONS, 
E-MARKS, 

coPYniesne &e. 

procured with promptness and on reasonable terms 


JOHN A. WIEDERSHEIM & CO., 


PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
110 FOURTH ST., below Chestnut. 


awe all or send for Book of Instruc tion. ~~ 


Gallandel’s THREAD CUTTER 


For Sewing Machines. 


This is just what you need for your Sewing Ma- | 
chine. It pays for its cost quickly, by saving time, 
patience, thread, and needles. Takes the place of 
scissors. Is attached to the machine in a moment, 


and then is always ready for use. 

Ask your agent for one, or send by mail, giving 
the name of your machine, and enclosin 
cents, to WILLIAM L. GALLAUDET, #4 
Elizabeth, N, J, 


thirty 
Lm Sr., 








Rev. 


MR. 


will be given. Comments on the 


D.D., and others. 





‘School, by REV. LYMAN 


$1.00, postage prepaid. 





| postage yee 
| months, 75 cents. 
| for particulars. 


| 


A cgmprehensive Family Religious Newspaper. 
To Clergymen, $2.50. 
Cash Commissions to Agents. 


FREE! ! FOR THE REST OF THE YEAR. 
The Christian Union. 


HENRY WARD BEECHER 
Rev. LYMAN ABBOTT, 

Sole medium of Ellinwood’s authorized verbatim reports each week of 

BEECHER’S 

SERMONS IN PLYMOUTH CHURCH. 


All his literary productions, including the characteristic ‘Star PAPERs,” 


? Eprrors. 


INTERNATIONAL LESSONS | 


:,| by Mr. Assort every week, and articles on Biblical and Sunday-school Topics 
| by Mrs. H. B. Srowr, Rev. Howarp Crossy, D.D., Rev. Epwarp EGGLEsToN, 


A GREAT SERIAL STORY THIS FALL, 
BY REV. EDWARD EVERETT HALE, D.D.* 
Paper sent from receipt of subscription to January 1, 1878. 
Special Supplement for Christmas Celebration in the Sunday 
ABBOTT, now ready, 
Christmas Carol and literary exercises. In packages of 50, 


including 


Terms, $3.00 per year, 
To new subscribers on trial for three 
No charge for Outfit. Send 


| HORATIO C. KING, Publisher, 


27 Park Place, New York, 








INSURANCE, 


w. L. CARTER 025 Walnut Street. 
FIRE AND LIFE INSUBANCE 
IN ANY AMOUNT. 

Au lequanyas BY ‘Man Prourtr ATTENDED TO. 


\ for your little ones a 

BE SURE 70 SEC URE cervdteate of Insur 
ance in the Mutual Protection Company of Philadel- 
hia, which is purely mutual. Assessments only col- 
ected as deaths occur. This Company has now over 
1600 certificates of good standing in force. Send to 
Home Office for rate cards and applications, No. 261 


| Soutn Fourtu Street. 


NEV BRA. 
LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 
Of 1876, 

514 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa., 
Furnishes the Cheapest and Safest Insurance ever 
granted. 

Insurance can be effected directly with the Home 

Office bye mail. Send to office for particulars. 
Hon, JAMES pOLLack, presents 
THORNTON CONROW, Treas. 0. SPROGLE, Sec’y. 


1825. 1876. 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 


OF PHILADELPHIA. 
INCORPORATED 1825. 


Capital, $400,000.00. - - Assets, $1,559,853.76, 


JOHN BEVEREUX, President. 
_Wa. | CROWELL, See retary. > 


AMERICAN 
LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
OF PHILADELPHIA, 


§. E. Corner of Fourth and Walnut Sts. 
ESTABLISHED 1850. 
ASSETS, JANUARY 1, 1876, OVER $5,000,000. 
TRUSTEES. 
Philip B. Mingle, 
Hon. Alex. G. Cattell, 


Isaac Hazlehurst, 
H. H. Eldridge, 


George W. Hill, 
Alexander Whilldin, 
George Nugent, 
Hon. James Pollock, 
W. J. Howard, Henry K. Bennett, 
Albert C. Roberts, L. M. Whilldin, 
John Wanamaker. 

4ea-CHARTER PERPETUAL“@ 
GEORGE W. HILL, President. 
JOHN 8. WILSON, Secretary. 
JOHN C. SIMS, Actuary. ; 








FIRE AND BURGLAR SAFES. 


SAFES 


FIRE PROOF, 
BURGLAR PROOF, 
DWELLING HOUSE 


SAFES. 
Marvin's Safe Co., 


721 Chestnut St., 
PHILADELPHIA. 
265 Broadway, 





NEW TORE. 





OTICE TO CHU RCHES AND SCHOOLS, etc. 

Exhibitions with the Stereopticon Dissolving 

Views, and with the new Calcium Light, given by 
Prof. Roop, Ridge Avenue and Wood Street. 


WATERS’ ORCHESTRION :tines ORGAN 


is the most beautifulin 
style and perfect in toe 
ne ever made. 'Jt has 
the celebrated Concere 
to stop, which 1: a fine 
. imitation of the Human 
& Voice, and twonand a 
> half Octaves of bells 
tuned in perfect hare 
mony with (ic reeds, 
and their eff@ct is mage 
H icnl and electrifying. 
a, ATERS’? CLARIO=w 
Be. ORC egg 


ER,CENT TENNIAL CHIMES, CHAPEL, stil 
COTTAGE ORGANS, 7 Unique French Ca 
ses combine PURITY of VOICING with great 
volume of tone, suitable for Parlor or Church. 
b] PIANO Grand,Square, 
WATERS yand UPRIGHT 
E BEST MAD the Tone, Touch, 
on bed ome and Seabees Unsurpassed. 
Warranted for SIX YEARS. 
PRICES EXTREMELY LOW /or cash. Mon= 
thly Installments received. Instruments to 
let until paid for as per contract. A Liberal 
Discount to Teachers. Ministers, Churc! es, Schools, etc, 
AGENTS WANTED. Specialinducements 
to the trade. lustrated Catalogues Mailed. 
Second-hand Instruments at GREAT BARe 
GAINS. HORACE Saeeee & SONS, 
ae eT 12 and Dea 


EAST 14th ST..U NION SQUARE,N.Y, 







































en 


> 





aon OS 


on 








[December 2, 1876. 





MUSICAL PUBLICATIONS. 


“ MUSIC FOR THE 


25 pieces of popular Sheet Muste . a 
dress, on receipt of $1, by 8. C. South sth 


St, Phila, 10 cents for two specimonsand eatalogue. 
JUST PUBLISHED. | 


THE 


NEW CENTURY 


Choir and Class Book, by H. 8S. Pexarns. 

Anew Music Book for Choirs, Singing Schools. 
Choral Societies and the Home Circle, an adapted 
to the wants of Academies, Seminaries, igh 
Schools, etc. Contains an elementary course, voice 
culture, physical exercises, and a my A pleasing 
variety of Glees, Madrigals, and Part Songs; Hymn- 
tunes, Chants, Responses and Anthems. 75 cents 
per copy. $7.50 per dozen. 


The Armor Bearer 


A New Collection of -Fine Hymns and Bomvitel 
Music, prepared especially for pel Mee 
Revivals, Cam Christian 
Associations, nday and the 
Family. By Rev. E. Payson Hammon and W, 
Waneen Benteer, with choice selections by a 
number of the leading composers of the day. Price 
30 cents. Specimen pages free. Published by WM. 
A. POND & CO., 547 Broadway, and 39 Union 8q.,N. Y- 















SONG HERALD! 
SONG HERALD! 


= hoe nad bom se J Smet Nene: ete. By H. 
. Palmer, author o n ng. ce, 
dozen ; 75 cents each by mail. - — 


GOSPEL HYMNS The “ Moody and San- 
AND folaine ‘ali the’ aa 

® son 
SACRED SONGS 2 (and ’many others) 
song weer oR pe Pt ap : ce, boards, 
per hundred ; 35 cents eac mail. Words only, 
#& per hundred; 6 cents each oy mail. Piha 


PALMER’S The Vade Me- 


cum of Musical 
THEORY OF MUSIC ! Knowledge. 
Covers the whole ground. Every teacher and fae 


oe should have Bound in cloth, price, $1.00 by 
m 











, Rf pools sent ger wen, receipt of retail 
JOHN CHURCH « CoO., 
 Oineinnati, oO. 


New Music Books. 
4 BRI ANT LIST: . 
The ENOOre. ramon. For singing shoo's 


The Whippoorwill. 0, $a. Bi 


on of songs for Common Schools. — 


The Shining River. 9% Puts 


Very beautiful Sabbath School Song Book. 


The Salutation. Be AR teed Oethon: 
dgraphical Sketches °%.,(°9 Em: 
($2.00,) By L. B. Ugnine. Very 





interesting 


R 5 
Dictionary of Musical, .tER™S, (95. 
ner A magnificent book. Illustrated. Finely 


bound. 
JUST OUT! 
ITHE WORLD OF SONG. ! 
Tue Vocar Gem oF THE Sxason! 
Bound Yenne, ef Pte tres On In Boards, $2.50. 
Either book mailed, post-free, for Retail Price. 
OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston. 


C. H, DITSON & CO., | J. E. DITSON & CO. 
71 > Successors to Lee & Walker, 
New York. Philadelphia. 



















> IT 

DL AMREER COLD, DUST, and SOUND. 
10 cents per yard. Sample 
for door or window, 25 cents, 


free of post one 
can apply it. “No i 

No m No waste. Best 
male 
No. 17 Dey oeek Y. 
PRICES. 





—o 


Whildren’s, 
15, 25, 35, 45. 


Misses’, 
25, 85, 45, 85, 


Women's, 
30, 50, 60, 70. 
' ee 
The high prices 
are for supe- 
rior quality and 


, style. 
EVERLASTING STOCKING SUPPORTERS. 
Samples by Mail on Receipt of Price. 
DOVE MANUFACTURING ©o.. 

6 Wooster St., New York. 


ENTIRELY EXCLUDES 











HOW NO 


—_—— 
THE WAY NOT to have a good Superintendent 
IS NOT TO TAKE 


The National Sunday School Teacher 


For it contains jnst the hints and helps that are needed to make 
a good Superintendent. 


THE WAY NOT to have good Teachers 
IS NOT TO TAKE 


The National Sunday School Teacher 


For it contains the best lesson helps published. Its notes on the lessons 
are the most thorough, helpful and inspiring. It is hardly posajble to 
study them without getting “full to running over” with the lesson. 


THE WAY NOT to have a good Teachers’ Meeting 
IS NOT TO TAKE 


The National Sunday School Teacher 


For it furnishes such ample and suggestive thonght for such gatherings 
that the teachers would have so much to think of and talk about that 
they could not pass a dry and unprofitable time together. 


THE WAY NOT to have interested Scholars 
IS NOT TO TAKE 


The National Sunday School Teacher 


For its lesson papers are admirably adapted to induce the pupils 
to learn the lessons. They are provocative of study. ‘ 


THE WAY NOT to have a good School 
; IS NOT TO TAKE 


The National Sunday School Teacher 


For it tends to stimulate and help every part of the school. It is contin- 

8 new and better ways of doing. It gathers up the most 
interesti ts from the wide Sunday-schvol field. It fi:rnishes the 
current pithy, witty and wise comments of recognized authorities on 
Sunday-school themes. It publishes articles on topics to the 
lessons from the pens of the most distinguished Biblicis:s in the country. 
It is invaluable both to superintendents and teachers. 


Among its list of contributors are: 


REV. LYMAN ABBOTT. 
CHANCELLOR HOWARD CROSBY, D.D. 
REV W. W. PATTON, D. D. 
PROF. E. C. MITCHELL, D. D. 


PROF. S. C. BARTLETT, D. D. 
REV. WASHINGTON GLADDEN, D. D. 
REV. EDWARD EGGLESTON, D. D. 
REV. J. M. GREGORY, D. D. 


REV. J. P. GULLIVER, D. D. 
REV. CHAS. F. DEEMS, D. D. PROF. E. C. HEWITT. 
PRES. GEORGE F. MAGOUN, D. D. 
REV. JESSE LYMAN HURLBUT, 
REV. WM. ALVIN BARTLETT. 
PROF. W. S. B. MATTHEWS. 
REV. WM, M. TAYLOR, D. D. REV. C. D, HELMER. 
PROF. EDWARD OLNEY, LL. D. 
PROF. JAMES T. HYDE, D. D. 
REV. W. H. DANIELS. 
REV. LYMAN WHITING, D. D. 
REV, E. L. HURD, D. D, 
JENNIE F. WILLING. PROF. E. H. MERRELL, 
EMILY HUNTINGTON MILLER. 
MARGARET E. SANGSTER. 
REV. SAMUEL W. DUFFIELD. 
REV. WM. M. THAYER. 
REV. J. K. McLEAN. 


It is Edited by 
 M. C: HAZARD, 


Who is too well known to the Sunday School workers of both hemis- 
héres to need any introduction. Under his management the TxacuEr 
oat, cla an unsurpassed, First-Ciass Prrtoproat. 
Do Not send for a FREE SAMPLE Copy, for you will 
want it if you once become acquainted with it. 


The National Sunday School Teacher 


Ts Undenominational—Evangelical, whose motto is “ Wot for that we 
have dominion over your faith, but are helpers of your joy.” 


TERMS, $1.50 PER ANNUM. - 


Clubs of five or more, furnished with six lesson papers gratis, for each cop 
taken. Subscriptions may begin any time. 


Sample Copy sent Free on application to 
ADAMS, BLACSMER, & LYON, Pub. Oo., Chicago. 











NEW PUBLICATIONS. 








THE HANDSOMEST GIFT BOOK OF THE SEASON. 
Wide Awake Pleasure Book, 1.50. 
Exquisite in all details. By the best American au- 
thors. Sold by all Booksellers, or sent, postpaid, to 
any address, by D. LOTHROP & CO., Boston, Mass. 








KIND READER, if you are in any way inter- 
ested in 


BEES OR HONEY. 


we will with pleasure send you a sample copy of our 
NGS IN EE © LTURE. 

I love my work in the Sabbath-school as well as 
with the honey bees ; and I trust you will find our 
monthly a friend of both. Tell us plainiy, on a 
postal, where to send it. 

A. lL. BOOT, Medina, 0. 


LIBRARIANS. 


Use “ Hubbell’s Library Record Book.” The rec- 
ord of re | school under 700 (or 60 classes) on one 
; each scholar se and each clase on one 





ine. The most complete and simple record book 
ever published. It saves the librarian half the labor 
of other systems, prevents mistakes, and affords & 
quick reference. ly been published two months 
and the demand constantly increasing. Send for a 
sample copy. Price, postpaid, $1.00. 


CHARLES L. HUBBELL, 


P. ©. 413. New Haven, Conn. 





FIFTEEN MONTHS FOR $4. 


Scripyer’s MontHty for DecemMBER, now 
ready, contains the opening chapters of 


DR. HOLLAND'S NEW NOVEL, 
“NICHOLAS MINTURN.” 


The scene of the story is laid on the banks of the 
Hudson. The hero isa young man who has been 
always “tied to awoman’s a; -strings,” and is left by 
the death of his mother to drift on the current of 
life, with a fortune, but without a purpose. 


The August, September and October numbers. 
with the beginning of “ That Lass o’ Lowrie’s,” will 
pied co to every new subseriber who requests them, 
an eneee subscription begins with the November 
nu r. 

ubscription price, $ a year. Subscribe with the 
nearest book-seller, or send check or P. O. order. 
pocripyer & Co., 743 Broadway, N. Y. 





Most Valuable and nt nt. 
yi of influence and ew t in Chicago and 
m n in 

other cities and towns. Name to each. 

Probably no Cook Book has met with as great success. Oneof 
rare value, Has articles on Housek: . Table Talk, Din 

Social Observances. . Susan* 

K etc. — ‘Should be the 
every housekeerer.’*—Tribune. Ch 
recipes, ive. q. PRED. W. 
394 Pages. 





Sold at all Bookstores. $: 50. pus: 





A YEAR WITH ST. PAUL. 


By Rev. Chas. E. Knox, 
Author of David the King. 


From Rev. William M. Paxton, D.D., 
First Preshytates lanes of New Ae t rrr 
be e great p ure in expressing my ve! £ 
estimate of the work, A Year with St. Paul. Tie 

had oceasion to examine it with care as. 
with other works upon the same sub) ect and \ 
given me pleasure to see the skill with w - 
psbe wimaa within a short oer a apa all the impor- 
tant results of recent scholarship upon this interest- 
ing subieet. The work is so Feplcnougly srrepged 
and so pleasantly written, as to make it re 
to the general reader, whilst its value as a text-boo 
is secured. I cannot imagine a ter occupa- 
tion \ to teach a Bible-class upon thé plan of this 
work.” 

The subjects run parallel with the New Testament 
subjects of the International series for 1876 and for 
1877. 


tor of the 


A. D, F. RANDOLPH « CO., Publishers. 





NATIONAL QUESTION BOOK. 
“GET THE BEST.” 


1877. 1877. 1877. 


We publish two Question Books for the next year, 
which have been prepared with great care, by Rev. 
A McKenzie, Mrs. Wm. Barrows, Rev. J. M. Whiton, 
Mrs. 8. J. Spaulding, Rev. W. H. Willeox, Rev. Dr. 
Cady, Rev. J B. Clark, and the Secretary, Rev. J. O 
Means. The success of the last year’s experiment 
has led the Board to adopt a similar plan for the en- 
suing year, and no expense has been spared tomake 
the books:as perfect as possible. Several excellent 
Maps are inserted in each. No.1 is for the older 
scholars, and No. 2 for younger. Samples 15 cents 
each, postage prepaid. 

We also have in press aCommentary on the Inter- 
national Sunday School Lessons for 1877. The Old 
Testament portion is by Rev. John E. Todd, of the 
Church of the Redeemer, New Haven, Conn.; the 
New Testament portion by Rev. M. B. Riddle, D.D., 
Professor in the Theological Seminary at Hartford, 
Conn., Member of the Bible Revision Committee, 
etc. No pains or expense have been spared to make 
this a thorough, critical and practical exposition, to 
meet the specific wants of teachers and scholars, 
and those who have examined the volume in sheets 
speak of it with unlimited commendation. 

Price $1.25, prepaid. Please send early orders to 


MOSES H. SARGENT, Treas., 
Cong’! House, Boston. 








